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TUESDAY, April 10
Alan Klotz on Fishing in Western Maryland.

This month’s speaker is Alan Klotz.  Alan is a biologist with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources.  He will be speaking about fishing in the western part of the state, specifically fishing in Garrett and Allegheny counties. He will also update us on this year’s trout stocking program. This will be of special interest since we will have a club outing to Allegheny County in April.  Come and learn about all the hot spots in western MD.  You will not want to miss this one!
See You Tuesday.

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

April 10 
Fishing in Western MD 
                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

April 15 
Club Outing – Antietam Creek – canoe float trip Devil’s Backbone Park  

                        Noon - ???
                        See outings report below 
April 22 
Club Outing – Town Creek 


Trout fishing on a private section of stream 

                        Noon - ???

                        See outings report below 
April 24
Board of Directors   Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM
April ?? 
Shad Fishing – Deer Creek 


Date TBD based on run

May 5 
FBHC trout stocking  

                        Big Hunting Creek

                        Cactoctin Hollow RD


9: AM Help is needed

May 8 
Casting Clinic 

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM
Outings by David Fulton
Look at what is coming up in April, May and June:   

April 15th:  Antietam Canoe Float Trip.  We are planning to put in at Devil’s Backbone and float down from there.  If you have room in your canoe or kayak, let us know, as we will have people in need of a ride.  We are anticipating some good fishing.

April 22nd:  Town Creek.  Larry says we will have access to a nearby grill and picnic table.  This is shaping up to be a really nice trip!   

April (TBA):  Deer Creek Shad Trip.  This will be on a weekday.  I expect this to be an “all hands on deck” drill, where we will need to be ready to go at a moments notice once they are in the creek.  More details to follow.  

May 5th: The Casselman River.  This trip was changed because of reports of Whirling Disease on the North Branch.  I am heading up there ahead of time, to scout things out.

May 26th:  The Patapsco River near Columbia, MD.  I’m looking at the area below Daniel’s Dam, in the Patapsco Valley State Park, which is heavily stocked with browns and rainbows.  In addition, it is reported that Smallmouth Bass are abundant throughout the stream.  More details to follow.

June 2nd:  Bill Skilton’s Anglers Paradise.  We have eight people signed up already, with a maximum of 10 that can go.  Cost is $35.00 per person.
June (TBA):  The Potomac River at Sandy Hook Road.  Let’s go chase some Small Mouth Bass!  Details to follow.   

I will have sign-up sheets for these, and the other trips, at this month’s meeting.  Take a look, and sign up for those that interest you.  

Don’t’ forget to stop by the bulletin board on the PVFF web site.  The Outings board will be the place to go to discuss outings, and get updates.  I would really like feed- back and ideas about the outings that we are working on, as well as ideas for other outings.  Stop by the PVFF site, scan the menu across the top, and click on “bb” to go to the bulletin board home page.  John Brognard has worked hard on the bulletin board, as well as the rest of the site, so let’s show our appreciation by putting it to good use.  

See you at the meeting!  



Last Cast by Lou Stohlman

Many thanks to those who helped put together a PVFF booth at the Frederick Outdoor Festival last weekend.  Larry Forte did a great job getting us a booth backdrop, very professional looking.  Ron Graunke did his usual bang up job with the casting pool.  Randy Inmon, Jon Thames, John Brognard, Tommy Marks, and Larry Forte gave up some time over the weekend to staff the booth.  I understand that the booth had a lot of activity and hopefully we will get some new members.  I know we have a least one new member thanks to the show.  Those involved are to be commended.   There is going to be another show in August and we will consider participating in that one as well, providing we have enough volunteers.  
I hope most of our members will have the opportunity to join the club at one of the upcoming outings.  David Fulton is working hard to bring more club activities and you do not want to miss out!

Good Fishing.

Bone Fishing: Hawaiian Style

By Ken Moser

I am writing this as the darkness of the night welcomes the morning light overlooking the city of Honolulu.  It is 5:00 am, unable to sleep, partially due to the difference in time change but equally due to the experience of fishing for and catching large Hawaiian bonefish.  The scent of fish slimed clothing lingers in the air prompting my further memories of my adventure from yesterday.  Adventure is a strong word but justly used here, I will explain more later.

With my wife in Hawaii for business, I decided to tag along and perhaps to try to get in a little fishing.  Searching the Internet I was able to locate “Nervous Waters Fly Shop”.  They are one of two businesses on the island that specialize in fly-fishing for bones and do so by wading.  I was hooked and set up a trip with them.  I also gathered from their website and the Internet searches that I should expect that Hawaiian bonefish to be fewer in number but larger than any I have encountered before.  So with expectations high I met my guide at 6:00 am to see if he could make them come true.

Lars is a graduate student at Hawaii Pacific University, majoring in business and finance. He was not a large man at all, perhaps 5’ 8”, 150 lbs. (Important for later)  His father owns a fly shop in Sweden so he has had many opportunities to fish throughout the world and fly-fishing is entrenched in his lifestyle.  He has been guiding for a year and a half and has learned his job well.

From my experience with bone fishing, hiring a guide is key to your success at least in the situations I have been in.  Without the guides keen eyes I would not have been able to spot the fish, see their reaction to the fly, and set the hook at the right moment.  Blind casting for bonefish is a limited option if you want to be successful.  During the trip, there were no times that we spooked fish.  Lars spotted the fish well in advance of us coming upon them.

One tip I have in working with a guide, speak the same language.  Agree on what a certain distance is, 40 feet to you may be 80 feet to the guide, define your capabilities, no use the guide telling you to cast to a fish 80’ away when your maximum cast under the condition may be 50’.  Work out a system for direction, either pick out structures as reference points or use the hands of a clock.  It is crucial to your success to get the fly close to where the guide wants the fly to be. 

The flat we fished was located by the Honolulu Airport and the Hickman Air Force base.  Throughout the day we were serenaded by passenger jets, military jets, and military transports.  The flat was covered in hard coral bottom, some gravel, and a few sand depressions thrown in for contrast.  Suggestion here:  with bottom like this, it would be better to use hard side wading boots than flats boots.  These will offer better protection against the sharp coral and offer valuable ankle support.  Flats boots may be great for sandy situations but not here as shown by the many holes in my flat boots.  The flat was approximately a mile square and not another fisherman to be seen.  Throughout the day, we covered most of it and some of it twice.  Water depth ranged from ankle deep to waist high and at times the wading was very tough due to the undulations in the coral and sand.  Throughout the flat, there were many channels through the coral from deeper water and here is where most fish were found.

During the morning (7-11am), we had seen only seven fish.  The first fish Lars spotted was cruising from left to right, I cast, the fish turned and followed the fly, Lars yelled stop stripping, I continued to strip and the fish was gone.  It’s easy to guess the weight of fish not caught and Lars was quick to let me know that I had just missed a bonefish of about 8 lbs.  TIP HERE:  LISTEN to the guide.  He is seeing the fish better, seeing their reaction, and besides that’s what your paying them for.  The second fish was spotted in the same area.  I cast, perfect location I might add.  The fish turned and darted about 6’ to the fly, Lars yelled stop stripping, I stopped, strip slowly said Lars, I complied, and the fish refused the fly.  For whatever reason I had just failed to catch what would have been the biggest bone of the day at an estimated 12 lbs.
Disappointment and panic began to set in.  Time to start taking it out on the guide with probing questions.  How many bonefish do you normally see on a trip? (Answer 40).
What was your clients’ best day? (9).  What was the biggest bone caught? (16 lbs).   Why the hell did that fish refuse my fly? (Only the fish knows).  Lars went on to assure me that the day was not lost and that there would be other opportunities for success.

We saw many other bonefish in the next hour, three more refusals, and some due to wind were not reachable.  While wading by the coral reef we spotted two Giant Trevally surfing in on waves.  The largest was approximately 50 lbs. and rode the wave for some distance before returning to the blue water.  The smaller, approximately 20lbs. came right towards me before turning away about 15 feet in front of me.  I was shaking at the thought of being able to catch one of them.

I attribute my fishing success to finding stupid fish; finally, I found that fish, actually Lars spotted that fish.  The fish was sighted about 40’ out.  I cast, the fish turned, I listened to Lars, and we were off to the races.  I was using an Albright 9Wt. with a Redington RS2 9/10 reel loaded with 175 yards of backing, a 9Wt. Tropical clear intermediate sink tip line.  It was finished with a 10’ leader with 20 lb. tippet, tied to a tan Crazy Charlie.  Earlier Lars had set the drag pretty tight.  The fish screamed through the water, taking the fly line and 100 yards of backing in the blink of an eye.  By the end of this run the drag had worked well and the tired fish was reeled in without more fanfare.  Within 10 minutes, it was over.  My first Hawaiian bonefish was approximately 6 lbs. and I could not have been happier.

With a few hours left, we returned to an area we had fished in the morning with not a sighting.  The area was along a deep-water channel with many smaller channels running onto the flat.  Immediately we began to see fish.  Some were not reachable due to the wind and others due to distance.  Finally we spotted a fish about 50’ out coming towards us.  Head on, you could see its torpedo shaped body and bluish green color very well against the coral.  I cast and the fly landed as intended but the fish swam by.  Disappointed, not quite, for unseen by Lars or me, this fish had a companion and with my first strip the fish showed me my backing for a second time.  After 15-minute fight, I had my second bone-in-hand.

One key correction to the fly during the day seemed to trigger our success.  Lars took the Crazy Charlie and trimmed out some of the hair to make it sparser; it seemed to make the difference.

With about an hour to go, I hooked my last bonefish.  Larger than the other two, it was located in a school of 10 fish.  After a long run, it went over the reef to deeper water and the sharp coral brought this adventure to an end a bit soon.

As mentioned at the beginning, this was an adventure for me.  I should have known that this was going to be a different trip when Lars shows up with a two-man kayak on his car top.  My exploits with canoes are legendary.  To date Ken 1, canoes 4!  It seems to reach the flat is approximately a half-mile over a deep channel.  Paddling out was OK, the water was relatively calm and with a few prayers, we made it.  The trip back however was a different story.  During the day, the wind had increased substantially and the water now had one-foot waves.  Amazing how a one-foot wave makes a kayak look so small. 

We started back and about 20 feet from shore I panicked and told him to return to the flat.  After a pep talk from Lars that I was not going to die and he had not lost a client yet we started again.  This time we went not to our boat dock but the closest mainland site.  This diminutive guide mentioned earlier, paddled me through these waves to safety while I was doing my best impersonation of cement.  Obviously, I lived and was very relieved to stand on ground once again.  Lars still had to paddle about 300 yards alone to get the car and pick me up.

Am I sorry I had this day, not a chance! Would I do it again, not a chance (if there is a kayak involved).  In the end, ~ 50 fish seen, two caught, one broke off, five refusals, and lots of memories.  As the ad says, trip $295, guide tip $80.00 equipment $450, memories PRICELESS
POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION and RENEWAL
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



(First)

 (Middle Initial)

If family membership, other names;___________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (if you want newsletter emailed to you) ______________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___ Yes ___ No   Membership Dues: ___ $12.00 single or ___ $17.00 family
Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:

Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2007
8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______


Middletown, Maryland 21769

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	David Fulton &


Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard








Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $12 or Family is $17 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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