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TUESDAY, December 11

December Travelogue and Holiday Meeting by Larry Forte  

The December Travelogue is a long-standing tradition for the club and one of our more popular meetings. Join us at our next meeting on Tuesday, December 11, as our club members share their 2007 fishing adventures. This is always a lot of fun.  

Anyone interested in putting on a brief presentation is welcome.  Please keep it to 5-10 minutes to allow sufficient time for everyone.  If interested, please let me know and I will put you on the evening’s schedule. Send me an e-mail at lbforte@verizon.net or give me a call at 301-874-6996.

In addition, we are going to celebrate the Holidays during our meeting. The club will provide soft drinks, munchies and a few Holiday sweets, like cookies and brownies.  If you have a favorite dessert or appetizer and would like to share it with the club, please bring it to the meeting.

Hope to see you on the 11th!

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

December 11   Travelogue / Elections

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

December 13
Public Lecture by Sandy Burke 

                        National Conservation Training Center



Shepherdstown, WV
December 18
Board of Directors   Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

January 8
State of the Chesapeake   

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM


Treasurer’s Report by Chad Baker

December 1, 2007.  Early winter always brings income from our Annual Banquet and Membership Dues being paid for the upcoming year.  Our balance is currently $7,533.31.   $1,344 came from Membership Dues and then rest from the Annual Banquet and a small amount from 50/50 Raffle Tickets.

During 2007, our largest expenses were for maintaining the trout pen ($623.21, including a new pump); purchasing more equipment for the Loan-a-rod program ($660.91); and sponsoring Trout in the Classroom in three Middle Schools ($453.03).  The only other category of expenditure over four hundred dollars was for our Organizational Insurance, $456.00.

Maintaining our emphasis on education of today’s youth, the Board will be examining expanding Trout in the Classroom to more Middle Schools, combining Grant money, our own resources along with FCPS funds.

Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte 

For 2008, we have put together an exciting schedule of programs covering a range of fly-fishing topics. This includes; a report on the state of the Chesapeake Bay, fishing Gunpowder Falls and steelhead fishing in New York. In addition, we are going to bring back some of this year’s favorites, like the casting clinic with Bob Stouffer and the fly-fishing workshop.   

Here is what is coming up in early 2008.

January: Art Ciarkowski, with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, will be on hand to give us a presentation on the state of the Chesapeake Bay and the impact the surrounding area has on the health of the Bay.

February: Charles Gougeon, Central Regional Manager – MD DNR, will discuss fishing for trout in Gunpowder Falls, in Baltimore County.

March: Dan Neulin, columnist for the Frederick News Post, will discuss fly-fishing for salmon and steelhead in New York. Perfect timing for a spring outing.

Membership Dues by Lou Stohlman

Membership dues for 2008 are due by December 31, 2007.  You can use the form at the end of the newsletter to renew or see Ruby Fine at the November or December monthly meeting.     


TIC Grant by John Brognard 

The Mid Atlantic Council - FFF (MACFFF) has donated $200.00 toward Trout in the Classroom. In addition, a grant submitted by PVFF to the Federation of Fly Fishers, in the amount $1000.00, was approved by the FFF Conservation Committee. The FFF board will need to approve the grant, but normally when previously approved by Conservation, the Board will also approve. Thanks to Chuck Dinkel for submitting the grant request on behalf of PVFF.
Dry Fly Leader by Don Fine 

This is the dry fly leader formula originally designed by Mr. George Harvey, Penn State fly-fishing instructor and guide for several of our presidents, most notably Jimmy Carter. Mr. Harvey's design features a stiff butt and mid section, followed by subtle tip and tippet sections for delicate presentation and soft landing with gentle curves in the leader to overcome drag. Tom Brtalik, guide on Central PA waters adheres to Mr. Harvey's philosophy. 

 

Here is the dry fly leader formula recommends: 

 

.017 10"

.015 18"

.013 18"

.010 (1x) 18"

.008 (3x) 18"

.007 (4x) 18"

.006 (5x) 24-30"

 

The .017 through .008 is Maxim Chameleon, and the rest is DaRiki Dynamic.  The .017 section is nail knotted to the fly line, the .017 and .015 sections are joined with a perfection loop, and the rest of the sections are joined with blood knots. 


 
Outings by Dave Fulton
Recent Outings:  The Steelhead trip to PA’s Lake Erie tributaries was great, though we quickly came to understand why they call it “Dreary” Pennsylvania.  Although it only rained on Saturday, the sun never really pushed through the clouds, and the water was cold.  The fishing was tough with numerous fish hooked and lost, but we managed to bring a nice hen (female) to hand on the last day.  Mr. Murphy struck though, when the fish leaped from my hands while Erik was getting his camera ready.  We had four days of great fishing, beer and single-malt scotch.  On the drive home, we started making plans for a return trip in the spring.     

2007 Wrap Up:  As I sit here, writing the last Outings Update for 2007, my mind drifts back across the year.  2007 was a great year of fishing for me personally, but not because I caught the most fish, or the biggest fish.  What made this year great was fishing with club members, and the thrill of new places and new experiences.  If you did not attend any of the club outings this year then, in my opinion, you really missed out!  

In an effort to improve the outings program for 2008, and increase member participation, I developed a short survey.  The survey is being sent by email and US Mail, so that every member has a chance to provide their input.  In addition, I will have copies of the survey at the December meeting.  Please help us improve our outings program, by filling the survey out and returning it.

If anyone wants to discuss an outing or an idea for one, I can be reached at: davidfulton@comcast.net or (240) 446-3371 

See you on the 11th!  

2008 Elections by Lou Stohlman
We will hold the elections of Officers and Directors at the December membership meeting.  The Election will be conducted by paper ballot.  Below is a list of the offices and the candidates.

President – Don Fine

President Elect - no candidate
Secretary – Karen Baker

Treasurer – Chad Baker

3-Year Director – David Fulton

2-Year Director – John Brognard
Jon Thames will be fulfilling his third year as director so that position does not require a vote.  We will be voting on both the 3-Year and 2-Year Directors positions because Don Fine was temporarily filling the vacant 3-year Director position in 2007.  Lou Stohlman will obviously be filling the Past President position, Chuck Dinkel is the outgoing Past-President.

All of the candidates are uncontested so the election should be straightforward.  If you have any questions, please contact me by phone or just see me at the December meeting.      
Banquet Donors by Lou Stohlman
PVFF would like to thank the following people, groups and companies whose generosity helped make our banquet a success:  
Karen & Chad Baker
Don Erb 
Chuck Dinkel

Klassic Klocks 
Willard & Maxine Fritz 
John & Donna Brognard 
Kelly’s White Fly Shop 
Larry Forte 
B&F Custom Fishing Rods

Carl Miller

Pete Cook 
Tommy Marks 
Hunting Creek Outfitters 
Teeny Products

Murray’s Fly Shop

Thomas & Thomas 
Scott Rod Company 
Lamiglass 
Cabela’s

Everett Francis 
Jon Thames

Thames Fine Art & Framing Studio 
Done & Ruby Fine 
Frank Thompson

Theresa Kines

Eli Gonzales 
Bob Clay

Kirby & Maryann Lewis 

Ron Graunke 

Mountainside Gardens      

Sandy Burke to Speak by Lou Stohlman
I am sure most of you remember Sandy Burke.  She spoke at our club a few years ago.  We were all impressed with Sandy and her program.  I received notice that she will be speaking at the US Fish & Wildlife Service National Conservation Training Center on Thursday, December 13, 2007 at 7:00 pm.  I have included their announcement below.  For more information or directions go to training.fws.gov/. 
Byrd Auditorium, National Conservation Training Center 

Shepherd Grade Road 

Shepherdstown, WV 

Marine biologist and author Sandy Burk will present an exciting show based on her award-winning book “Let the River Run Silver Again!”  She will share the story of how one of over 50 schools worked with USFWS biologists and hatcheries and local watermen to help bring back shad to the Potomac River. Shad eggs from their project area on the Potomac also are now helping repopulate shad in rivers around the Chesapeake Bay and beyond.  Sandy’s presentation will also cover the interesting history of our coastal fisheries including how East Coast shad ended up in huge numbers in the Columbia River and San Francisco Bay along the West Coast and the challenges facing the restoration of some of the largest fish in our rivers: the sturgeon.  Sandy will also show newly introduced fish to our rivers, such as the fearsome looking snakehead fish.  Learn how a unique partnership between the USFWS, schools and environmental groups is bringing back threatened fish such as the American shad in the Chesapeake Bay and elsewhere.  American shad were once one of the most important fish economically and ecologically to be found along the East Coast of the U.S., but were decimated by pollution, dams and over fishing.

Last Cast by Lou Stohlman 
This is my last “Last Cast”.  I want to thank all the members of PVFF for giving me the opportunity to be president for the past two years.  The experience has been wonderful and the support I have received from the membership is humbling to say the least.  I know that PVFF will be in good, no better hands next year.  

PVFF is a wonderful club.  For the small price of membership, PVFF provides an unmatched wealth of information.  We have expert fly-tyers, casting instructors, entomology teachers.   We have informative speakers at our monthly meetings.  We have great outings and club activities.  Most importantly however, we have generous members.  Members who are willing to share their favorite fishing spot, best leader formula, hand tied flies and their passion for all things fly-fishing.     
In fact, the membership is what makes our club so special.  Stephen Covey calls it synergy, when the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.  Our club is a perfect example of synergy.  We should all be proud of Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.  I know I am.  
Good Fishing.
POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2008


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF 2008 Outings Survey

This is a quick survey to elicit information and opinions to assist in improving our Outings program in 2008.  Please fill out the survey bring it to the next meeting or return by mail to; 

David Fulton 

PO Box 3001 

Frederick, MD  21705.  
I would be more likely to participate in outings that are:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local to Frederick

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anywhere in Maryland

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regional (Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, West Virginia)

*Please cross out any that you would not like to go to.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Distant, exotic locations (Please Specify): __________________________________________________________________    

I am interested in pursuing the following species:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Trout (fresh water)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Steelhead

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Smallmouth Bass

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Shad

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pan fish

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pike, Muskie, Pickerel 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Carp

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Striped Sea Bass (Stripers)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Red Drum (Spotted Drum, Reds,)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Please Specify): ____________________________________________

I prefer to fish in the following types of water:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Medium to Large Rivers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small streams

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Medium to Large lakes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small ponds

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bays and Estuaries

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Please Specify): ____________________________________________

I would like to participate in over-night or weekend trips:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maybe (Please Specify): ___________________________________________

I would be willing to help less experienced members become better fishers:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maybe (Please Specify): ___________________________________________

*If you answered yes, then please provide your name and contact information:

__________________________________________________________________






PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	David Fulton &


Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2007





President	Lou Stohlman  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	Vacant (filled by Don Fine)


2yr Director	John Thames     


1yr Director 	John Brognard       


Past President	Chuck Dinkel  





Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $12 or Family is $17 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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