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TUESDAY, December 9
December Travelogue and Holiday Meeting by Larry Forte  

Share your fishing stories with everyone at our next meeting. The December Travelogue is one of our more popular meetings and a long-standing tradition for the club. Join us on Tuesday, December 9, as our club members share their 2008 fishing adventures.  One member will discuss his recent fishing trip to Wyoming with his son. Another member will talk about her trip to Montana.  

Right now, I have three people on the agenda with room for more. Anyone interested in putting on a presentation is welcome.  Please keep it to 5-10 minutes to allow sufficient time for everyone.  The room is equipped to show PowerPoint presentations and digital images. If interested, please let me know and I will put you on the evening’s schedule. Send me an e-mail at lbforte@verizon.net or give me a call at 301-874-6996.

Holiday Cheer!


Just like last year, we are going to celebrate the Holidays during our December meeting. The club will provide soft drinks and a few Holiday sweets, like cookies and brownies.  If you have a favorite dessert or appetizer and would like to share it with the club, please bring it to the meeting.

Hope to see you on the 9th!

Elections:

We will also be conducting elections for the 2009 Officers and Board of Directors at the December membership meeting.

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

December 9
Annual Travelogue  
                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

January 13
Susan Rivers, Biologist 

                        Maryland DNR

                        Didymo & Whirling Disease

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

Hunting Creek Outfitters
The local Orvis fly shop, Hunting Creek Outfitters, North Market Street, Frederick provides discounts to PVFF members on flies, tying materials, leaders and tippet materials. Help support your local fly shop. 
Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte 
For 2009, we have some amazing presentations on the schedule. Here is a breakdown what to expect.  

January: Susan Rivers – Biologist, Maryland DNR. She will discuss the threat of didymo and whirling disease in our local waters.

February: A presentation about Trout in the Classroom. We will hear from a teacher involved with the program and review our commitment as a club to the program.

March: Beau Beasley -- author. Beau will be on hand to discuss his book Fly Fishing Virginia.

April: Dan Hodkinson – club guide. Dan will talk about how to catch large trout on the North Branch and New York


Getting started, Loan-A- Rod Program by Jon Thames 

Keep in mind the club has two 5-weight rod and reel combos available for loan. These are shorter, "kid friendly" 7 1/2 foot rods; this might be a great way to introduce your young fisher to fly-fishing.

We also have an 8-weight 9 foot that is available to any club member interested in trying a bigger rod.  Those going to the ocean, the Bay, or any of the larger fresh waters locally might consider trying this rod before investing in a rod this size or larger.   
If anyone is interested in purchasing similar equipment the combos came from L. L. Bean, but before you order remember that Don Fine and John Brognard make beautiful rods in different price ranges.  I fish with a beautiful 5-weight from Don. 

Give me a call at 301-663-0707 work or 301-788-2482 cell and we can arrange for you to try this equipment. 


Outings by David Fulton
2008 is almost over, and looking back, we have had some good outings this year.  A quick recap of the year includes the Salmon River (steelhead) trip, the Deer Creek Shad run, Bill Skilton’s, a Monocacy Float, a Potomac River Miller Fly outing, the Chesapeake Bay trip, and the North Branch Potomac outing.  However, the year is not over yet, and neither is the 2008 Outings program.  Coming up for December is the Erie, PA Steelhead Outing.  Right now, is looks as though we have about 6-8 people who are planning to head to Erie for some winter steelhead action.  The Outing is from December 12 to December 15.  If anyone is interested in going, please contact me as soon as possible.

I hope that everyone else had as much fun on the outings this year as I did because I had a great time.  I am not just talking about the fishing either.  Sure the fishing was great, but I am talking about the other things that made the outings memorable.  I will never forget my first time winter steelheading on the Salmon River in 36 (+/-) degree water and air temperatures in the teens, or sitting around the campfire on the North Branch.  It is those things, as well as the meals, drinks and laughs that we shared that I remember the most.  In short, the camaraderie is what made 2008 outstanding.

I want to thank everyone who helped with outings in 2008, and especially Dan Hodkinson, Eli Gonsalves and Bill Wilson.  These individuals helped organize outings and showed us newbies the ropes.  They not only helped pull together some nice outings, but also made my life a lot easier.  Thank you all!

Planning has already started for the 2009 Outings Program.  Some of the outings will be familiar, but hopefully there will be some new outings too.  However, this is your club and your outings program, so if anyone has ideas for outings, please contact me at:  davidfulton@verizon.net or 240-446-3371.

I will see you all at the meeting!
The PVFF Fly Box by Don Fine
PVFF is in possession of a hand crafted wooden box (referred to here as the PVFF Fly Box) that contains several hundred flies, many of which were tied and contributed by previous members. The Box contains four inset drawers with the flies “scattered” randomly in the drawers, with no apparent classification. Neither are the flies labeled as to whom nor when they were contributed to the collection. The Fly Box has been passed from one PVFF president to another, and stored by the incumbent president, for the past 10+ years. And for the same period the collection is not known to have been used for either member recruitment or instructional purposes. Additionally, the collection is rarely displayed to the general membership.

The PVFF Board of Directors has considered putting the Fly Box and collection of flies to a more noble use than literally being kept in storage for years on end. 

Possible uses of the fly collection might include any or all of the following:

· Annually, contribute some of the flies to youth fly fishing education, e.g. Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock (BOJC),

· Prepare boxes of flies for auction at PVFF annual banquet,

· Prepare boxes of flies for drawings at monthly meetings, with the proceeds used to underwrite cost of PVFF introductory fly tying course, 

· In combination with the above the Board may consider keeping a portion of the collection intact that would be used for instructional purposes for club advertisement (e.g. new member recruitment),   

· Display the flies publicly – this option is only viable if a suitable location to display can be located. Furthermore, the wooden case would either need to be modified to allow display of the flies in an open configuration or another display case would need to be made or purchased.

· Keep the collection intact and take no action – this option is only viable if a suitable storage location can be found. If the collection is to have any value at all to the membership, the collection deserves a better fate than to be stored along with other historical documents in the incumbent president’s house. 

While the disposition of the collection is pending further discussion by the Board, the general membership is also being notified of the issue. Furthermore, in that some members who contributed to the collection might take offense to the Board’s decision it is important that the membership be made aware of the collection and realize that a decision regarding the collection is pending early in 2009. If a member, or non-member contributor, is in opposition to the action of the Board, he/she can identify the respective flies and remove them from the collection. Retaining said flies in the collection, not to be used for one or more of the above purposes, would be an administrative burden (responsibility to be designated) since it would require labeling the flies, so that they could always be identified, and then keeping a list of which flies were to be kept versus those that could be removed. 


Fly Tying Roundtable by Don Fine
The monthly PVFF flytying roundtable will be held on December 17 at Hobbytown on East Street, Frederick. The session starts promptly at 6:30pm. Tyers only need to bring their flytying vises and tools. All materials for the patterns will be provided. We have a core group of four to five tyers who attend regularly, but we would love to have the group grow. Don Fine and Pete Cook lead the monthly roundtable with the patterns selected by the participants. In November the group tied the Megameal designed by Scott Sanchez, noted fly designer, and the Chernobyl ant, as tied by Frank Thompson. 

 
Last Cast by Don Fine
Pray for Snow

Have you ever noticed that people either love or hate snow. Skiers and people who snowmobile love the white stuff, while city dwellers and travelers hate it. No matter what your opinion is, snow is a precious resource. While we clearly understand the relationship of rainfall to growth of crops and provision of fresh water that all creatures need to survive, did you ever think about the critical nature of snowfall. While reading a recent issue of Wyoming Wildlife I became acutely aware of the interrelationship between snowfall and the cycles of nature and particularly the wildlife that we all enjoy. This should be of particular note to those who have had the opportunity to fish the havens of wild trout in mountainous states.

I think that we will all agree that weather fluctuates from year to year; some winters are colder than others with cooler springs, and some summers are drier than others. But consider the effect of a string of warm winters, such that might be brought about by major change in weather patterns (e.g. global warming).

For many states an abundant snowfall with a cool spring lets snow hang around awhile. And in those areas of the country high mountains are the refrigerators that collect snow that slowly releases melt water to the lowlands as spring progresses. But consider then what would happen if the trend of decreased snow pack and an earlier thaw were to continue for years. Instead of a late spring snowmelt, suppose that runoff were to commence in early spring. Biological rhythms such as flowering of plants, sap rising, animal breeding, migration, and emergence from hibernation or dormancy are influenced by a combination of changing temperature and day length. One of the predictable and necessary events accompanying these spring rhythms is a temporary increase in water from melted snow and most land and aquatic organisms are geared to respond to it. Shifting the onset of spring melt backward might trigger a chain of disruptive events that would push the limits of adaptability of both plants and animals. Here are several.

Consider organisms living in and along a stream. Some aquatic insects depend on eddies and backwaters for food and protection from predators during their development. If pools formed earlier in the season, the insects might not be ready to inhabit them, and their function as a link in the food chain might be disrupted. A similar situation would occur for frogs, toads, and waterfowl that breed in temporary wet areas in the spring.

A melt coming two months earlier could also create changes that would tax the short-term flexibility of fish. Their health could be adversely affected by water depth and temperature deviations and their reproduction impacted by unfavorable spawning bed conditions. With low water for a longer part of the year, streams grow warmer, putting extra metabolic stress on invertebrates and on species like trout, which have relatively low limits of thermal tolerance. Low water periods each year will also gradually change the nature of the tree and shrub communities lining the streams.

At higher altitudes an early snow melt releases water into the ground before herbaceous plants have broken dormancy and are able to take the moisture into their roots for spring growth. With less moisture overall, trees are stressed. Their ability to make seeds and reproduce is harmed, as is their capacity of fighting disease and pests.

And so it goes, mild winters are favored by city dwellers and travelers who have been spoiled by warm Januaries and Februaries and a paucity of snow to shovel. But the best thing that could happen for wildlife (and for those outdoorsmen and women like myself) is a series of good old-fashioned, snowy winters, real winters, followed by long, cool springs that allow for the snow pack to melt, sink into the soil, and, trickle away gradually into the streams. 

Do not forget to fish during the cold winter months, fish need to eat too!


Tight lines and S curves

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2008


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2007





President	Don Fine  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	David Fulton


2yr Director	John Brognard     


1yr Director 	Jon Thames       


Past President	Lou Stohlman  





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout In the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard
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