December 2009
[image: image1.jpg]


STREAMLINES
[image: image2.jpg]




Vol. 18, No. 10







www.pvflyfish.org


TUESDAY, December 8
December Travelogue and Holiday Meeting by Larry Forte  

It is that time of year again: Our Annual Travelogue! Share your fishing stories with everyone at our next meeting. The December Travelogue is one of our more popular meetings and a long-standing tradition for the club. Join us at our next meeting on Tuesday, December 8, as our club members share their 2009 fishing adventures. This includes a trip to Alaska by a club member. The evening is always a lot of fun.  

Right now, I have two people on the agenda with room for more. Anyone interested in putting on a presentation is welcome.  Please keep it to 5-10 minutes to allow sufficient time for everyone.  The room is equipped to show PowerPoint presentations and digital images. If interested, please let me know and I will put you on the evening’s schedule. Send me an e-mail at lbforte@verizon.net or give me a call at 301-874-6996.

Holiday Cheer!
Just like last year, we are going to celebrate the Holidays during our meeting. The club will provide soft drinks, munchies and a few Holiday sweets, like cookies and brownies.  If you have a favorite dessert or appetizer 
and would like to share it with the club, please bring it to the meeting.

Hope to see you on the 8th!


Membership Renewal by Ruby Fine
Please remember that membership dues for 2010 are due by December 31, 2009.  There is a renewal form at the end of this newsletter.  All members who sign up prior to March 1 will be included in a drawing for a framed fly-fishing print, donated by Jon Thames.
Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte

January: Club members Elizabeth and Dick Penna, will discuss fly-fishing for silver salmon in Alaska’s Togiak River. Learn about catching 13 lb silver salmon in this beautiful wilderness area. 

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

December 8
Travelogue & Holiday Meeting  
                        Maryland School for the Deaf Frederick, MD7: PM
December 16  Fly Tiers Roundtable 


Hobbytown 



Frederick, MD  6:30 PM


Outings by David Fulton
Well, we wrapped up 2009 with a great trip to Cattaraugus Creek in NY.  The weather leading up to the trip was like a roller coaster, with high water threatening to shut us down several times.  In the end we lucked out, and had a great time on the upper Cat above the Zoar Valley Gorge. We spent one full day floating from Springville Dam, all the way to Dan Neuland’s cabin.  The other two days we spent hiking and wading.  The water color was off, but the water level and temperature were in the right range.  Those conditions meant that we had to work for our fish, but everyone caught some and had a good time doing it.  There is nothing like the excitement of a fish when it takes your fly on the swing, and then heads for another zip code!
I am already starting to plan outings for 2010 and will have some sign-up sheets at the December meeting.  If anyone has any ideas for outings, I can be reached at davidfulton@verizon.net or (240) 446-3371.   

See you at the meeting!  

Treasurer’s Report by Chad Baker

PVFF’s Treasury ends the month of November with a well fortified positive balance of $7,750.  This is typical as we always have a boost from the Annual Banquet in October.  This year we netted a positive $1,750 profit, which was only $40.00 less than 2008!

PVFF Roundtable-December 16
This month’s roundtable will be held on December 16. The guest fly tier is Sterling (Buz) Buzzell, tying a Silver Side streamer fashioned by Carrie Stevens.  
The Roundtable starts at 6:30pm at Hobbytown, East Street in Frederick. Tiers need to bring red and black thread in 3/0 or 6/0, quick drying head cement and their tools.
Our January fly-tier is Leslie Gollehan teaching the size 22 flashback pheasant tail nymph.
Trailer for Sale
Small wooden utility trailer for sale - great for hauling small equipment, firewood, camping gear - $200 OBO
Call either John 301-371-4205 or Don 301-371-5617
Support Your Local Fly Shop 
Hunting Creek Outfitters, North Market Street, Frederick. Club members, show your PVFF membership card and receive a discount on leader, tippet and fly-tying materials. 
Specail Discounts to all PVFF Members 

Hunting Creek Outfitters is now an authorized SIMMS dealer.  Come see some of the finest waders, boots, jackets, vests, clothing, gear and more from one of the industry’s leading manufactures.  As always, all PVFF members receive 10% off all flies, leaders, tippets and tying materials. 
Kelly’s White Fly Shoppe

PO Box 835

133 W. German Street

Shepherdstown, WV  
Visit our NEW Website:

www.kellyswhitefly.net
Free Fly tying clinics Saturday morning starting in January, look for you e-mail announcements to follow the holidays.
We are having a sale on Patagonia rubber soled wading shoes from now until Presidents day, Riverwalker Stickys, normally $160.00, are now $120.00. 


Last Cast by Don Fine
Last Cast by Don Fine

That’s Why They Call It Fishin’

I had looked forward to it for the past three plus years. Yep! I was going steelhead fishing. Heard and read so much about it, I wanted to try it for myself. I had even built a 10 ½ foot, 7-weight switch rod for the occasion. David Fulton provided me with a DVD on spey casting, and I tied the requisite dozens of flies that everyone said would provide success fishing for steelies.
At the start, our departure for Elk Creek (northwestern corner of Pennsylvania) that was planned for November 10 was delayed until the following morning. In addition, one of our foursome dropped out at the last minute because of work responsibilities. Early on November 11th we headed west toward Pittsburg and then north toward Erie with anticipation of catching fish. Arriving at our hotel mid afternoon, we picked up a few more flies (tradition, you never have enough flies) we quickly donned our waders, strung our rods and headed toward the creek. Oh boy! The water is gin clear and low. Not a good sign. My partners head downstream to find a good pool and perhaps larger numbers of fish. I linger behind casting to singles and small groups of steelhead. At the tail of a long run, I see about four fish and cast my nymph/egg combination several feet in front of the lead fish. I cannot believe it! The steelhead charges forward and takes my fly. After a series of short runs, I bring the fish to shore. Of course I don’t have a landing net, since I was relying on my partners to help me land any fish that I hooked, and now they were nowhere in sight. Ingenuity prevails and I have beached the male steelhead in shallow water; a beautiful fish, full of color and with a hooked jaw. Excitement prevails and I manage to get several close-up photos of my first steelhead. I release the fish with great satisfaction. I think to myself, while my partners were not there when I caught the fish, they will believe my pictures. I continue to savor the experience, catching and landing these fish are really a thrill, and I was not skunked on my first steelhead adventure. But yet another surprise when later that evening I go to show my companions the photos of my first steelhead, and find the photo blurred beyond recognition. I either had my finger over the lens, or had gotten muddy water on the lens when in my excited state I tried to take the photos. Now what? As expected both of my compadres say, we did not see the fish, we did not see the picture ‘how are we to believe you really caught a steelhead?”
On our second day, per advice from Dan Neuland (aka steeliedan) we drove an hour plus north into New York to fish the Cattaraugus creek. We arrived at the targeted location (recommended by Dan) about 8:30am, only to find about 20 cars in the parking area. Enough said about having the stream to ourselves, indeed naivety on my part. After a 15-minute walk to the stream, it was time to find fish and at least there was a good amount of water. Following Dan’s recommendation, I started upstream fishing a weighted streamer. Low and behold a strike! Fish on, but a break off. Perhaps the line was cut on the sharp shale that adorns the Cattaraugus. Try again, same approach. This time a hook up and success. After a 5-minute battle, a beautiful chrome colored steelhead is brought to net and this time my partner is there to net and photo my catch. At last, they believe me. 

Well that was the highlight of the trip and while it was a fantastic experience, it did not get any better for any of us for the remainder of day two or the morning of day three. Elk Creek continued to drop, fish were very spooky and the stream crowded with fishers of all sorts. Despite the low catch rate, the trip was one to remember. Besides my beginner’s luck, the companionship and scenery were awesome. After all that is why they call it fishin and not catchin. 

As I write this edition of Last Cast, I step down from the position having served as President for the past two years. In brief, I want to thank the club members and most especially the Executive Committee, Board of Directors, and Chairpersons of our PVFF committees for their support and friendship. Their help really made my Presidential responsibilities easy to fulfill. PVFF is indeed a wonderful organization, as strong and active as ever. I have the utmost confidence that our club will grow even stronger in the future. PVFF has terrific programs, outings and activities and a base of knowledge and experience in fly-fishing and fly tying among our members that is simply awesome. Beyond that, one only needs to read our monthly Streamlines to see the commitment of our members to conservation and education of our youth and adults alike. In brief, I am honored to have served as President of PVFF for the past two years, and I have been truly blessed with good friends and years of experience brought to me by this passion called fly-fishing. In the words of a dear lifelong friend of mine, “another day in the life of a lucky man”.

 Tight lines and S curves 
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       POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

          MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2010


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

Card given ______ New ______  Renewal _____  Life__________

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Don Fine


Clinics & Seminars	Larry Forte


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout in the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2007


President	Don Fine  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	Jon Thames


2yr Director	David Fulton     


1yr Director 	John Brognard       


Past President	Lou Stohlman  
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