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TUESDAY, February 13
Garnet Kauffman on Conservation by Chuck Dinkel
February’s guest speaker, Garnet Kauffman, should be familiar to most PVFF members because he has guided several of our fly fishers on trips to Alaska and New Zealand.  What you may not know about Garnet is the topic of his presentation at our February program. Join us at 7 pm on Tuesday, February 13 and discover the “other” side to Garnet’s fly-fishing activities. 

OK, I will not keep you completely in the dark.  Garnet has promised us a lively program dealing with some of the stream conservation projects he has helped sponsor, and participated in, particularly for brook trout.  I am hoping that some of the Frederick County middle school students, who are participating in the Trout in the Classroom (TIC) project, will accept the club’s invitation to attend this meeting. Garnet will incorporate remarks specifically earmarked for these students.  There is no question in my mind that our younger generation needs to become involved and help remedy some of the problems that members of my generation have caused, particularly the erosion of quality of water in our streams today. Either out of ignorance or shear greed we have left many wounds on our land that need to be healed.  We need to work hand in hand with our youth and help educate and support their stewardship efforts.

See You Tuesday.
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

February 13 
Conservation 

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

February 27
Board of Directors,   Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

March 24
Antietam Fly Anglers Banquet.
Plaza Hotel Hagerstown, MD
March 13 
Western MD Streams 

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM


Bulletin Board by David Fulton

Did you know that John Brognard has added a bulletin board to the PVFF web site?  Stop by the PVFF site, scan the menu across the top, and click on “bb” to go to the bulletin board home page.  There you will find a bulletin board for outings, and another for current projects.  The Outings board will be the site to find information on upcoming outings; brag about the “big one” from recent trips; as well as to discuss ideas for future outings.

Trout in the Classroom (TIC)

By Chuck Dinkel
I am pleased to report that TIC is off and running in Frederick County middle schools.  About 2 months ago Jim Greene and Dave Wittman of Potomac Patuxent TU (PPTU) requested PVFF’s assistance with the TIC program at New Market Middle School (NMMS).  This school was the only one in Frederick County to participate in the program last year.

John Brognard and I met with the staff from NMMS and told them that PVFF would provide $100 towards the cost of supporting the program in 2007.  During this meeting, we learned that several other schools also wanted to be part of TIC.  I checked with PPTU and was told that the needed equipment was not available.  The cost of the aquarium, filters, pumps, chiller etc was over $1000 per system.  Three days later Dave called me and said a system had just become available from a Montgomery County school.  I immediately said, “Yes” when he asked if I had a school to put the equipment  in. 

Several years ago, I served as a substitute teacher at Windsor Knolls Middle School (WKMS). This school was one that had requested a TIC system.  I arranged to meet their staff and found a very enthusiastic group of teachers and students ready to join in the project.  Dave brought the system the next day and we set it up.  When I returned home later that day, my wife handed me a message from Urbana Middle School (UMS).  It was from a science teacher who has just purchased all the equipment needed for the TIC project. All he needed was help setting it up.  Guess where I spent the next day?  I was feeling somewhat overwhelmed.  Perhaps I needed to leave my phone off the hook for a few days.

All this has happened so quickly that it is hard to remember the details, but the important thing is that there are now three schools in Frederick County that are joining schools in Howard and Montgomery Counties with TIC programs.  PVFF has helped each school financially and with manpower.  At this time John Brognard, Ted Bruszewski and I are “on call” as technical advisors.  We were called to troubleshoot several start-up problems ranging from mal-functioning chillers to filters that quit working due to air bubbles in the system.  Considerable time was spent with school staff and students training them to care for the 200 (+ or -) rainbow trout eggs that were delivered to each school at the beginning of the project.  Students and teachers are being trained to run water quality tests of pH, ammonia, nitrates, and nitrites, monitor water temperature, feed the fry, clean the tank, and change out two gallons of water every day. 

As I write this article (on January 24, 2007), most the eggs have hatched and the alevin are feeding for the next week or two on their egg sac.  When they start eating trout food they will be released from the breeder baskets and allowed to swim free in the large aquarium. 

Later in the year the fry will be released by the students in a local trout stream.  This release will be coordinated with the MD DNR that has to issue permits to each school for the stocking. 

Several thousand eggs that were used by the schools were donated by PPTU to PVFF for rearing in a special section of our spring on Carroll Creek. Randy Inmon has charge of raising these “babies” and I know they will be getting excellent care.  One real world problem the students do not have to contend with is crawfish, which seem a have a taste for trout caviar.  Randy has been doing a great job keeping these critters away from the eggs and fry.  

There are several other schools in Frederick County that would like to be part of the TIC program.  With the support of PVFF members this could be a reality in 2008.  There is a need for additional volunteers who can serve as technical advisors in other parts of the county.  The three schools in the program are all located in the southern part of the Frederick.  If you are interested, please contact John, Ted or me.  All it takes is a desire to help our youth learn about the environment and conservation by raising trout from eggs. 

When I volunteered to assist a few months ago, I knew nothing about aquariums or raising fish.  As a kid many years ago I sometimes would win a gold fish at a local carnival that I would feed and care for until it died.  Real low-tech stuff – small bowl, and a pinch of food every day.  Also had to keep the landlord’s cat out of our apartment, but that’s another story.  The TIC setup is more technical, but the whole process is easy to learn.  Why after just a few months I have already  “re-plumbed” a system that had a chiller failure in three hours.  You could probably do it in under two.  Just don’t tell the (plumber’s) union. 

If you want to provide some of our youth with a great opportunity please consider this your invitation to partner with other PVFF members in this program.  I wish something like this had been offered when I was in middle school.  I might have studied biology or ecology rather than engineering.  But I guess the engineering is a plus when it comes to making some of this stuff work.


Intersex in Fish, the 21 Century Canary – by Don Fine*
When I was growing up, living in the anthracite mining area of Pennsylvania, my father told me that the coal miners would often take a canary into the mine as a means of detecting the presence of poisonous gases. In that it was more sensitive to these gases, the canary was the “smoke detector” that would warn the minor of a pending dangerous situation. For the most part, we are relatively far removed from the need to have canaries around to warn us of dangerous chemicals. Or are we? 

Probably many readers have heard recent reports of intersex (feminization of male fish) in fish in the Potomac and other rivers nearby. It should not take us by surprise that these episodes of intersex have occured coincident with major fish kills on rivers in adjacent states. Take for instance recent fish kills on the South Branch of the Potomac in West Virginia and the Susquehanna in Pennsylvania, in 2005. 

Intersex in fish is attributed to the chemical disruptors of the endocrine system in male fish. These are chemicals in the environment that block, mimic or otherwise interfere with the naturally produced hormones in fish. Even in minute amounts, chemicals may have a deleterious impact on developing fish, animals and humans, even if no impact is noticed in the adult. Chemical disruptors include pesticides, industrial chemicals, heavy metals (e.g. mercury, cadmium), components of plastic and chlorine. Recently, other chemicals used in the manufacture of plastic water bottles and flexible plastics have joined the ranks of endocrine disruptors. 

We now learn that intersex in fish has been noted not just in the Mid-Atlantic States, but also across the country. In the Great Lakes, intersex in white perch was observed. In this case, research conducted by the 
Environmental Protection Agency found a link between a widely used cattle growth hormone and reproductive abnormalities. Several years ago, scientists sampled male and female wild spawning Chinook salmon in a section of the Columbia River to confirm whether apparent male and female fish were in fact genetically males and females. In brief, eighty-four percent of the phenotypic (i.e. apparent) females in the wild salmon tested positive for the male genetic markers. In contrast, none of the hatchery raised females tested positive. While abnormally high water temperature on the salmon’s spawning grounds might be a possible cause for this sex reversal, of equally likely cause is the presence of hormones in tributaries entering the Columbia River. 

Locally, intersex in smallmouth bass populations has been linked to the presence of synthetic hormones, e.g., birth control pills, and other chemicals and medicines prescribed by our doctors that enter our waterways via municipal sewage discharges. When you sit back to think about it, we have created our own “dangerous gas” situation and the creatures that we dearly love to fish for are our canaries. 

*Portions taken from – Paula Del Guidice, Intersex Nationwide, FFF Flyfisher, Autumn 2005, pp. 29.  

Outings by David Fulton 

In addition to the trips outlined in the January 2007 Streamlines, we are adding the following trips: 

March: Maryland’s Eastern Shore for Pickerel.  This will be on a weekend, and the exact date will be based on when the Pickerel start to get feisty.

April:  We are going to take another crack at the Antietam float trip that had to be cancelled last year due to low water conditions.  This will probably be on a weekend. 

November: We are going to try to put together a trip to Erie, PA in search of Steel Head in the Erie tributaries.  This will be on a weekend, and will be timed with the Steel Head spawning runs.

I will have sign-up sheets, for all of the trips, at this month’s meeting.  Take a look, and sign up for those that interest you.  

So, looking ahead to March and April, we have: Eastern Shore Pickerel, North Branch (Potomac) Trout, Deer Creek Shad, and an Antietam Creek Float Trip.  Stay tuned.  

Last Cast by Lou Stohlman
Whenever I get the opportunity, I ask club members what they think of the club; what would he or she like about our club.  Almost without exception, I hear “I joined the club to fish” and / or “I joined to learn more about fly-fishing”.  Last year we sent out a questionnaire asking for the membership to give the board some feedback.  Again, “more fishing” was a common response.  We are trying to respond to this feedback.  I hope that at the end of this year most of you will have stories about a great club outing that you attended.   

When David Fulton agreed to chair the outings committee, the first thing I asked from him was to add outings.  Obviously, he has done so.  There are some fantastic plans for outings this year.  I know that it is not likely that you could make every trip but I know I will be attending at least three or four.  If you have never been on a club outing you are missing a great time.  Participation will make the outings and successful, so consider which of these trips looks like fun to you and mark some dates on your calendar.  We will have signup sheets at the monthly meetings or you can always call David or me, and we will gladly help you out.   
Good Fishing, especially at PVFF outings.
POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION and RENEWAL
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



(First)

 (Middle Initial)

If family membership, other names;___________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (if you want newsletter emailed to you) ______________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___ Yes ___ No   Membership Dues: ___ $12.00 single or ___ $17.00 family
Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:

Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2007
8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______


Middletown, Maryland 21769

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			Ron Graunke


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	David Fulton &


Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard








Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $12 or Family is $17 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.

















8
1

