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TUESDAY, February 10
Trout in the Classroom: 

A presentation by Andrea Maruskin; Frederick County 6th Grade teacher

By Larry Forte

At our next meeting, on Tuesday, 2/10, we will spend the evening learning about our Trout in the Classroom (TIC) program. Our guest speaker will be Andrea Maruskin, a 6th grade science teacher at Monocacy Middle School. 

For the past 3 years, PVFF has assisted with the set-up and maintenance of the TIC program. Club member and past PVFF President, Chuck Dinkel, has played a huge roll in getting the program started and set-up in the various schools. Currently four middle schools and one elementary school in the county participate. The club’s goal is to grow the number of schools to eleven.

This will be Andrea’s second year in the TIC program and she will discuss her experiences over the past 2 years. TIC involves 5th, 6th and 7th grade students in the rearing of trout from eggs. As these students grow to care about their trout, they grow to care about the habitat in which trout live. As the program progresses, students learn to see the connection between the trout, water resources, and themselves.  Through this hands-on classroom program students also learn about their environment, water shed issues, and the importance of clean water.   One of PVFF’s goals is the conservation of our natural resources.  By teaching children about fishing and how this sport is dependent on good stewardship and caring for and protecting our environment PVFF is accomplishing this mission. 

This year, Andrea and her students have set-up a blog to document the progress of their fish. In addition, several club members will conduct a fly tying class for the TIC students at Monocacy Middle School.

As part of the night’s agenda, Chuck will discuss PVFF’s commitment to the program over the next couple of years and the impact of the conservation grant received by the club from the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF).  Teachers and students from all five Frederick County schools have been invited to attend this program and some students who are presently in the program or past participants will also share. 

It should be an exciting night and I hope to see you on the 10th.
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

February 10
Trout In the Classroom
                        Andrea Maruskin

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

February 18 
PVFF Fly Tyers Roundtable  
                        Hobbytown at 919 East Street Frederick, MD 6:30 PM

February 24 
Board of Directors  
                        Frederick Library 

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte 

Over the next few months, we have some amazing presentations on the schedule. Here’s a breakdown of what to expect.  

March: Beau Beasley – author and outdoor writer.  Beau will be on hand to discuss his book Fly Fishing Virginia. He will also have copies of his book for sale.

April: Dan Hodkinson – club guide. Dan will talk about how to catch large trout on the North Branch and New York

Also, if you have an idea for a program or know of a possible speaker, please let me know. My e-mail address is lbforte@verizon.net.

Conservation 2009 by John Brognard
At out last meeting Susan Rivers gave us an excellent update on efforts in Maryland to prevent the spread of Whirling Disease and Didymo. As you know, members of our club, Antietam Fly Anglers and Catoctin Fish and Game built and distributed wader cleaning stations along streams in our area. Please use these stations and encourage other fly fishers to do the same. Information on Didymo and the cleaning stations is available at http://www.tidalfish.com/Fishing_News/p2_articleid/463.  If you are fishing the streams in Western Maryland identified as having Whirling Disease please make sure your waders, especially felt sole boots, are COMPLETELY dry before entering another stream. We recommend the next time you purchase wading boots that you switch to the new “sticky rubber” boots. I will research alternatives to felt sole boots and provide information on our web site in the near future. 

Didymo and Whirling Disease are not the only invasives threating our waters in Maryland. Because we spend many hours on our streams we can and should be watchdogs and report any problems to DNR Fisheries. To find out how to identify these unwanted species please please visit Fisheries web site: http://www.dnr.state.md.us/invasives/index.asp 

We need additional volunteers to assist with maintaining the wader stations on Big Hinting Creek and Owens Creek. This does not require a huge commitment, but just once a week checking the stations and, if necessary, replacing the salt water in the trays. If several members help then we can share the effort and cut down on the amount of time needed to maintain the stations. Please report  need for maintenance of the stations to me or Randy Inman.

Conservation events for this year will be advertised on our web site a soon as I receive information from individuals organizing the events. I urge you to become involved in the organizations that are attempting to protect our streams and rivers. In Frederick County, the Monocacy Catoctin Watershed Alliance (http://www.watershed-alliance.com/) is our local organization working to protect our local streams. In Washington County, check out the Beaver Creek Watershed Association (http://www.bcwamd.org/) and the Antietam Creek Watershed Alliance (http://acwamd.org/). 

PVFF Roundtable
The PVFF roundtable meets monthly at Hobbytown at 919 East Street in Frederick. February roundtable will be held February 18, starting at 6:30pm. Our guest tyer will be Chris King showing techniques for spinning deer hair and featuring the Dahlberg Diver. 
Reminders, Notes, Etc.
Support your local flyshop (Hunting Creek Outfitters, North Market Street, Frederick). Club members, show your PVFF membership card and receive a discount on leader, tippet and flytying materials. 

Its not too early to mark your calendar and plan on attending the 2009 PVFF banquet that will be held at the Amvets, Middletown, on Saturday, October 17, 2009.


Outings by David Fulton
2009 is off to a cold start, but that won’t last forever, so let’s take a look at the outings for the first half of the year:

February - Antietam Wade Trip:  I am thinking of going later in the month in the hopes of catching a warmer day and possibly hatches of Blue Wing Olives.

March - Steelhead Trip to Pulaski, NY:  I would like to try to go a little later this year in the hope that it will be warmer and the fish more active.

April - Shad Trip:  As always, the exact timing will depend on when the run comes in.

May - Town Creek:  More information to follow.

June – Skiltons:  More information to follow.      

If anyone has any ideas, please contact me at: davidfulton@verizon.net or (240) 446-3371.  


Last Cast by Don Fine
Hodge Podge 

Hodge Podge is defined by Webster as a thick stew of various meats, such as the sausage mix that we relish over an open fire during a week at camp. But Webster also defines hodge podge as a mixture or a medley. Such I have titled this month’s Last Cast article.  

This last week, citizens of the United States saw the inauguration of our 44th president; and as President Obama spoke about the blessings of living in America I was reminded of our many freedoms. Consider the freedom that we have in America to pursue our own interests, of course in accordance with laws of our country. In America we have a unique freedom; i.e. to hunt and fish on public and private land, the latter with permission of the landowner. As we instruct our students in outdoor education classes, North America is the only place in the world where a system has been established (by our government) that keeps wildlife as a public and sustainable resource, scientifically managed by professionals. Consider this the next time you go flyfishing, anywhere in North America. 

I was reminded of our freedom to practice the religion of our own choice. And while fishing is not a religion unto itself, fish and fishing has permeated religion and myth for centuries. The author Jon Lyman in his article A Fishsimple Quest1 notes that “long before Christ, spotted fishes sacred to a goddess of the springs sang like thrushes and leapt for mayflies in her moonlight. Assyrian priests helmeted as great fish wore capes of silver scales.” We recall too that Jesus of Nazareth chose several fishermen to be his disciples and fed fish and bread to the multitudes that came to hear him preach. Speaking personally and for many, fishing provides a healing, a recreation of the soul, an insight into nature and the world around us, and a deep respect for our creator. In the Summer 2008 issue of The American Fly Fisher, Samuel Snyder wrote about the tie between fly fishing and religion. “Anglers, then, in literature and life, often seek experiences that represent essential quests for meaning in the lives of all humans; anglers simply perform these quests on streams, rivers and lakes while ritually waving a wand in the air.”

I was also reminded of our American freedom of speech and freedom of the press. In the article noted above, Mr. Lyman’s points out that perhaps more has been written about fishing than about any other sport, and that anglers often reveal much about their beliefs through their writings. Thus we seek to better understand who they were (i.e. referring to past anglers) and who we are in reading fishing literature and fishing stories, regardless of how simple or how divine. 

Regardless of your religious beliefs and political persuasion, each day give thanks that you live in America. 

Tight lines and S curves. 

 1. Jon Lyman, A Fishsimple Quest, fall 08-winter 09 FFF Flyfisher.
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   POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)
Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2009


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2007





President	Don Fine  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	Jon Thames


2yr Director	David Fulton     


1yr Director 	John Brognard       


Past President	Lou Stohlman  





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout In the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard
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