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TUESDAY, February 9
The Annual Travelogue   
By Larry Forte  

As you know, snow forced us to cancel our annual December Travelogue. The good news is that we have rescheduled it for our upcoming February meeting.  Join us on Tuesday, February 9, as club members share their recent fishing stories. This is one of our more popular meetings and a long-standing tradition for the club. It is one of my favorite meetings of the year. 

We have a full evening of stories planned. Right now, I have five people on the agenda. This includes a steelhead-fishing trip to New York and a trip to Southwest Montana. Anyone interested in putting on a presentation is welcome.  Please keep it to 5-10 minutes to allow sufficient time for everyone.  The room is equipped to show PowerPoint presentations and digital images. If interested, please let me know and I will put you on the evening’s schedule. Send me an e-mail at lbforte@verizon.net or give me a call at 301-874-6996.

Hope to see you on the 9th!


Fishing Q&A: See how many of the following questions you can correctly answer. Correct answers shown on the last page of the newsletter.
1. Ichthyologists mix brook trout sperm with brown trout eggs to create what trout? They also combine brook trout sperm with lake trout eggs to produce what fish? 

2. Pennsylvania state fish is ________? 

3. North Dakota's state fish is _______? 

4. How many species of salt water and fresh water drums exist? 

5. What is New York State’s freshwater fish and marine fish_____?

Membership Renewal by Ruby Fine
Please remember that membership dues for 2010 were due by December 31, 2009.  There is a renewal form at the end of this newsletter.  All members who sign up prior to March 1 will be included in a drawing for a framed fly-fishing print, donated by Jon Thames.
Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte

March: Dusty Wissmath: Local fly fishing guide and instructor. His presentation is called “Fly fishing southwest Montana”.  It includes the Ruby River, Yellowstone, N.P. and Depuys Spring Creek. 

Programs for 2010: 

Right now, we have a great schedule of speakers through our June meeting. I am planning the fall meeting now. If you know someone whom you think would make for a great evening or if you would like to give a fly-fishing related presentation at one of our meetings, please let me know.  See me after one of our meetings or send me an e-mail at lbforte@verizon.net

Outings by David Fulton

It is already the end of January.  2010 is going fast, so let us not waste any time.  Here are the outings that we having coming up. 

Spring Steelhead – This trip will be to either Erie, PA or to Cattaraugus Creek in NY, depending on interest and conditions.  We will time it near the end of March to hit the peak of the spawning run.  Only two people signed up so far, but once you see Dan Neuland’s presentation in February, I am sure more will sign up. 

Deer Creek Shad –We are going to use the sign-up sheet as a phone tree so that participants can let others know when and where they are going to fish.  This will be timed based on the arrival of the Shad in Deer Creek, which should be sometime in April.

Greenbrier Lake – At the January meeting, Dan Hodkinson generously offered to arrange an outing to Greenbrier State Park.  We will be targeting trout, bass and crappie from kayaks and canoes.    

Bill Skilton’s –You do not need a PA license to fish Bill’s private ponds, but there is a fee, which the participants will split evenly.  The outing will be in May.  We have a limit of 10 anglers (first come, first served), and five people have already signed up, so sign up soon.

Town Creek – Larry Forte agreed to let us bring a group up again this year to fish for trout in a private stretch of Town Creek.  This will probably be in early May, but more details will follow. 

Fall Steelhead – This outing will probably be to Cattaraugus Creek in NY.  We will time it for late October/early November. 

North Branch Fall Brown Trout – November is a good time to target the big Browns.  We will try to put together a trip to western Maryland. 

I will have sign-up sheets at the February meeting, but you can sign up anytime by emailing or calling me at davidfulton@verizon.net or (240) 446-3371.  As always, if anyone has ideas for outings, or would like to help arrange one, please let me know.   

See you at the meeting!  
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

February 9
Travelogue
                        Maryland School for the Deaf Frederick, MD7: PM
February 17     Fly Tyers Roundtable 


Hobbytown 



Frederick, MD 6:30 PM
February 24 
Board of Directors                           

Frederick Library 


Frederick, MD 7 PM
Fellow Club Member Pete Cook  by Chuck Dinkel 
On January 15, 2010, PVFF lost one its most ardent supporters and volunteers, Pete Cook.  Pete served in many capacities including two terms as president, editor of Streamlines, chairing the fly tying round table, and planning fishing trips, especially an annual one to the Chesapeake Bay for stripers.  We could always count on Pete to share some of his favorite photos and stories with us during the club’s December Travelogue. 

Pete was born and raised in Missouri along the banks of the Mississippi River.  He attended college in that state and received his Bachelor and Masters degrees.  Pete’s love of fly-fishing was amplified while stationed in Yellowstone Park as a food safety expert for the National Park service. 

Pete, his wife Beverly and their children moved to Maryland in 1985 where he worked for the Food and Drug Administration.  In Maryland Pete held a number of leadership positions in Trout Unlimited, the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) as well as PVFF.  Pete was the first recipient of FFF’s Project Cuttcatch award.  

I remember telling Pete several years ago that I was going out west with another PVFF member to fish some western streams. This was my first visit to these waters. Pete invited me to his home where he not only shared some valuable information about where and how to fish the “big” water, but he also brought out a number of fly boxes containing his collection of hand tied flies for these streams.  Before I knew it, he began filling an empty fly box with flies, which he told me to take and use.

One of Pete’s favorite verses from the Bible was from Psalm 23; “He leadeth me beside still waters, He restoreth my soul”.  Pete spent many a quiet moment fishing still and not so still trout waters. Pete was a fly-fishing friend, a man of great character and a Christian brother.  I will miss him.

The family has requested that donations in Pete’s memory may be made to A Christian Ministry in Yellowstone National Park, the Oliver D. Cook Memorial Fund at Neelsville Presbyterian Church or a conservation organization of your choice.          

Trailer for Sale
Small wooden utility trailer for sale - great for hauling small equipment, firewood, camping gear - $200 OBO
Call either John 301-371-4205 or Don 301-371-5617

Fly Tyers Roundtable by Don Fine  
Thanks to Chris King for providing tying instructions for the Morrish mouse at the January gathering of the roundtable.  
Art Overcash will be the featured fly tyer at the February 17 roundtable (at Hobbytown). Art will provide instruction and materials to tie parachute mayfly patterns. Art is a very accomplished fly tyer having tied commercially as well as teaching fly tying at Dusty Wismuth's Whitetail fly-fishing school. 
The March roundtable will feature Leslie Gollehan instructing us to tie a size 22 flashback pheasant tail nymph. Bring your magnifying glasses to that session. 
Our goal in 2010 is to put instructions for each pattern tied at the roundtables on the PVFF website, following the respective roundtable session. Featured fly tyers are encouraged to submit a materials list and tying instruction to John Brognard, our president and web designer. 
PVFF roundtables are held at 6:30- 8:00 pm on the third Wednesday of each month at Hobbytown, on East Street in Frederick.
Support Your Local Fly Shop 
Hunting Creek Outfitters, North Market Street, Frederick. Club members, show your PVFF membership card and receive a discount on leader, tippet and fly-tying materials. 
Specail Discounts to all PVFF Members 

Hunting Creek Outfitters is now an authorized SIMMS dealer.  Come see some of the finest waders, boots, jackets, vests, clothing, gear and more from one of the industry’s leading manufactures.  As always, all PVFF members receive 10% off all flies, leaders, tippets and tying materials. 
Kelly’s White Fly Shoppe

PO Box 835

133 W. German Street

Shepherdstown, WV  
Visit our NEW Website:

www.kellyswhitefly.net
From Bryan Kelly:

50% off all frog hair leader and tippet material

 

Just in fresh new capes & saddles, more colors and sizes, Metz and local farm raised.

   Full saddles from $30.00

   Full capes from $25.00

 

This month’s free tying classes; Feb 6 & 7 the "Irresistible", Feb 13 & 14 the Mylar minnow,  Feb 20 & 21 the Gigler


Intersex Fish and Our Drinking Water  by Chuck Dinkel
An article in the Washington Post, November 24, 2009 pointed out that lack of funding is limiting research regarding the issue of intersex fish in the Potomac and other rivers.  Environmentalists point out that scientists do not know what is altering the fish and that drinking water from the Potomac can pose a serious threat to people’s health.  

In 2008, the Senate appropriated money to the National Geological Survey to analyze fish tissue, but it was dropped in conference subcommittee.  Water from the Potomac is filtered and used for some of the drinking water in Frederick County.  Although water agencies say their filter methods remove many potential endocrine disruptors, a study of District of Columbia water has found traces of some including atrazine.

Water utilities say that the EPA has not told them which chemicals might be endocrine disruptors or how much of them is enough to cause effects in humans. The EPA was charged with doing in 1996.  The agency claims it was slowed by the difficulty of the science.  What is insidious is that these chemicals might be harmful in very tiny quantities and their effects on a human body might not show up for months or years.

I wonder if EPA funding and efforts in this area have been placed on the back burner because the current administration has focused this agency’s attention on other “more important issues” such as global warming/climate change.  I believe it would be appropriate for every PVFF member to contact their Congressman and two Senators and ask them the following question:  Does it make sense for the EPA to waste its resources solving a problem that most intelligent scientists now admit does not exist, while the impact on human health of intersex fish remains a mystery?  I would be interested in the responses you receive.  I will share with you what I hear in a future article.

In the meantime, here is some information from an organization called Smart Disposal (www.smartdisposal.net) about discarding unused medications.  First, DO NOT flush them down the sink or toilet.  
1. Pour medication into a sealable plastic bag. If medication is a solid, crush it or add water to dissolve.

2. Add kitty litter, sawdust or coffee grounds to the plastic bag.

3. Seal the plastic bag and dispose in the trash.

PVFF Family Picnic by Donna Brognard  

Mark your calendars:  
June  5 - PVFF Family Picnic.

Place:  Middletown Park, Shelter 2, by the pond


Time: 12:00-4:00pm.  We have this Shelter all day so come early and stay late if you like.

Lunch:  12:00 - 1:00 The club provides 
hamburgers, hot dogs and water.  You may bring tea and lemonade.  Families are
asked to bring a covered dish.
 

Fishing:  1:00 - 2:30 Contest for the Kids!! 
Please remember to bring worms and a bucket.


Contacts:  Donna Brognard 301-371-4205 and Ruby Fine 301-371-5617    
Last Cast by John Brognard
This being my first “Last Cast” I will start with a huge THANK YOU to Don Fine and Chad Baker. During the past two years (and one extra month), Don has provided excellent leadership of our club! During his Presidency, we have expanded our leadership role in the community. We are now working with Boy Scout Troops in the area to provide training for the Fly Fishing Merit Badge. We have partnered with Frederick Commons and Fort Dietrick to better protect Carroll Creek and have started an annual clean up on Big Hunting Creek. We have a yearly rod building class and the Fly Tying Roundtable now has a guest tier every month. Don and the board have worked with Chuck Dinkel to continue expanding and supporting the Trout in the Classroom project in Frederick County. During the last two years, Larry Forte has provided us with excellent speakers and Dave Fulton has taken us on many exciting adventures.

Chad has “cooked the books” for several years now (with only one or two trips to the Bahamas). Actually, Chad has kept our club finances in good shape and PVFF in good standing. He has resolved any financial issues that may have arisen over his tenure as Treasurer. Chad, I will miss your good humor and the little jabs, in fun, you provide. I think you should continue to accompany Karen to our Board meetings!

Now I would like to address moving forward in the coming year. I would like to continue with all the projects we currently support. My plea is for more members to join us in the various projects. No matter if it is an outing, the family picnic, the banquet or a conservation project; we always have a good time and make wonderful memories. We welcome any one that would like to join in, no matter if you have been a member for many years or became a member last week. 

This year Dave will be planning adventures and would like suggestions. Larry will continue to line up speakers and is always looking for suggestions. We will need help with our cleanup on Big Hunting Creek (BHC) this year. As you all know, Randy maintains our Trout pen and I am sure he could use help just to have a day or week off and to get the supplies from Pennsylvania. We will be stocking Rainbows in BHC this year and always need help. This is a fun day! Join Don at the Roundtable for a fun and educational evening. Even if you have never tied a fly, the group will welcome you and help you get started. We will be involved with teaching fly-fishing to both youth and adults again this year and always welcome new teachers. I am sure there will be restoration projects on streams in our area which will be advertised in Streamlines and on our web site. If you would like to assist Lou with our newsletter, I know he would readily accept assistance. If you would like to submit an article, please do.

I have no visions of being able to do as good a job as Don, Lou and many others before me, but I really care about our club and will do my best, with the help of our excellent Board and our great members, to keep PVFF running smoothly. I am looking forward to a fun and exciting year. Please bring your friends to join in the fun!

Happy Fishin'

Answers to Fishing Q&A:
1. Zebra trout, splake

2. Brook trout

3. Northern pike

4. 275, related species include the croakers, weakfish and whitings. The name is derived from the fact that each makes a drumming sound they create by rubbing their stomach muscles against their air bladder.

5. Brook trout, striped bass
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       POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

          MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2010


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

Card given ______ New ______  Renewal _____  Life__________

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Don Fine


Clinics & Seminars	Larry Forte


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout in the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2010


President	John Brognard  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Larry Forte 


3yr Director	Lou Stohlman


2yr Director	Jon Thames     


1yr Director 	David Fulton       


Past President	Don Fine  
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