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TUESDAY, December 12
Nymphing for Trout
Our program theme this month is Nymphing for Trout. Our January program is PVFF’s own Pete Cook speaking on nymphing for trout. Pete will discuss tackle, pattern selection and use, trout and reading the water, and nymphing methods and tactics. In discussing tackle, Pete will talk about using both floating and sinking lines and how to rig both for nymph fishing. Pete will use a video that demonstrates several nymphing methods and also discuss the Brooks and Teeny method of nymphing with a sinking or sink tip line. 

Put aside the winter doldrums (assuming we actually have winter by then), and let us add to our bag of fishing tricks some new knowledge and techniques.

See You Tuesday.

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

January 9 
Nymphing for Trout 

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

January 23
Board of Directors,   Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

January 27 
Creekside Anglers Banquet 

                        Holiday Inn Martinsburg Martinsburg, WV


Time T.B.A.


Contact Ray Gano at
 

(304) 262-8844
Trout Raising by Lou Stohlman  

There was a discussion at the November membership meeting regarding the trout in the pen.  Based on this we have received 550 brown trout from the MD DNR.  We will be stocking Antietam Creek in late spring 2007.  We will not be stocking Big Hunting Creek next year (2007).  Discussions on the future of PVFF stocking Big Hunting Creek are ongoing.  Thoughts and comments are welcome.    
2007 Outings by David Fulton  

As we start the New Year, I thought that this would be the perfect time to talk about outings in the works for 2007.  My goal as co-chair is to have at least one outing each month.  Here is what we are working on already:

March (mid – late): A western trip … western Maryland, that is.  I am thinking of the North Branch of the Potomac, or the Casselman, or the Savage.  This would probably happen on a weekday.

April (late):  Back by popular demand the Second Annual Deer Creek Shad Trip.  This would be on a weekday to avoid the “combat fishing” conditions that we would probably encounter on a weekend.

May (late):   Larry Forte has generously offered access to a private stretch on Town Creek in western Maryland.  Larry’s family owns property along the creek, just below a stretch stocked by the DNR.  How often do you get to fish private water?  This would probably be on a weekend.

June:  Bill Skilton’s Angler’s Paradise.  If it is not broken, do not try to fix it.  This perennial favorite will probably be on a weekend.

July:  We are working on a return trip to the winery from last year.

August (late):  I would like to put a trip together for a run up to PA, for the annual White Fly hatch on the Susquehanna.  This would probably be on a weekday to avoid “combat fishing” conditions.

September:  The Chesapeake Bay Striper trip is another club favorite.  This trip will be timed with the southerly migration of the Stripers, which occurs each fall.  

October:  I am thinking of another trip to PA, but this time to the Little Juniata.

As you can see, we are working on a variety of outings.  We also have several months open.  I figure that you will participate in outings that interest you, so I want to hear from anyone who has ideas for outings.  Where would you like to fish this year

Coming Attractions for 2007 

By Don Fine  

Both the programs and outings chairpersons (Larry Forte and Dave Fulton, respectively) have come up with fun-filled and educational programs for next year. We are lining up excellent speakers and planning several exciting outings. Last year's trip to Deer Creek for shad fishing was a terrific experience for those that attended and we are eager to repeat that outing next spring. David Fulton will be coordinating that trip along with several others. Our monthly programs will include presentations on local fishing for both saltwater and freshwater species, conservation and at least one meeting dedicated to fly tying with hands on instruction. Other programs may include tackle care and selection. PVFF's program next year will also emphasize drawing more youth into the sport of fly-fishing. Our programs will offer younger members to learn and enjoy fly tying, conservation and fly-fishing skill development. We are committed to sponsor youth to the FFF/MAC "Youth Learn to Fly Fish" classes held in June and are endorsing one or more "Trout in the Classroom" programs in Frederick and surrounding counties. 

Introductory Fly Tying

By Don Fine  

Don Fine and Pete Cook will be offering a 5-week introductory fly tying course beginning in January. Classes 7:00pm - 8:30pm are going to be on Wednesday evenings, but the date of the first class is yet to be determined. Students will learn all basic techniques to tying nymphs, wet and dry flies, terrestrials and streamer patterns. Materials and instruction booklet are included in the course fee. Students can bring their own basic tying equipment, or they can rent or buy equipment from PVFF. Course registration fee is $30 donation to PVFF.  We will most likely hold the class at Hobbytown on East Street in Frederick. Call Don Fine at 301-371-5617 for course registration or questions. 


Fly Fishing Shows 2007 by Pete Cook
The Winter Fly Show season for the last fourteen years began in January. This year, if you have not heard, The Fly Fishing Show organizers canceled the show in College Park for this year. We do not know about plans for The Fly Fishing Show in our area or if it will be held in the near future or not. The nearest Fly Fishing Show in the Mid-Atlantic Region will be in Somerset, NJ. 

Here is a list of some upcoming local shows in chronological order you may want to put on your calendar for 2007. The information below came from the web page for each show or organization listed below.  If you have questions about the show, please contact them.

The Fly Fishing Show 

Somerset, NJ, Garden State Exhibit Center, January 26 - 28, Sat 9 - 5:30; Sun 9 - 4:30. Admission: Adults, $14 per day, two-day pass, $24. Under 12, $2

Eastern Sports Show, Harrisburg, Pa, February 3-11

About the Show

The Eastern Sports & Outdoor Show is the largest consumer event of its kind in North America. Attracting outdoor sports enthusiasts from Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey, New York and Washington DC to view hunting and fishing products, plan outdoor sport and camping vacations, shop for fishing boats, RVs, SUVs, motorcycles and ATVs, and participate in a wide range of sport-related contests and family entertainment offerings.

Rapidan TU 2007 Annual Fishing Show, Sunday, February 11, 10 AM to 5 PM 

The 2007 fishing show is on Sunday, February 11, from 10am to 5pm at the Middleburg Community Center. Middleburg, VA. The admission fee is $5 per person, $8 per family. We plan to have ~ 20 vendors and ~ 6 non-profit groups, hot food, vendor bottle raffles, hourly door prizes, and 2 premium raffles. 


Two premium lottery tickets are now available. The Montana trip raffle is an all expense paid fishing trip for two to Silver Gate, Montana, for one week. Tickets are $25.00 each, and a limit of only 300 tickets. 


The Premium Rod raffle tickets are $5.00 each or 6 tickets for $25.00. There are several winning items: 1) Hank Woolman 7.5', 5-6 wt., 2 piece (2 tips) custom cane rod, 2) Cabela’s SLi/SLT 7>5 ‘ – 4 wt., 2 pc rod,3) Creek Co. Colorado pontoon boat(8' – 45 lb.), and a $300.00 Gift Certificate from Dick's Sporting Goods. Raffle tickets can be obtained from (make checks payable to "Rapidan TU"):   Jim Hart, 50 Hartwood Lane, 
Front Royal, VA 22630. 

For questions or comments, contact Fred Kallmeyer at: fredkall@aol.com or 703-753-7625
National Capital Chapter-TU Show- Saturday, February 24 – New Date
The 32nd  Annual National Capital Chapter (NCC) Trout Unlimited Angling Show features Lefty Kreh and a team of nationally recognized anglers and will take place at the Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, Bethesda, MD on February 24, from 10:00 am to 5:30 pm. This is a new date and location for this show.

Trout in the Classroom by John Brognard 

Members of PVFF are involved in a project started in Montgomery Co. Maryland by Potomac Patuxent TU members Jim Green and Dave Whitlock. The “Trout in the Classroom” (TIC) provides students with an opportunity to view the natural process of trout being born from eggs and progressing into fingerlings. The students will then release the fish into local streams.

Students are responsible for the care of the tank, keeping the water clean, making sure the chemical balance is correct and maintaining the appropriate water temperature for the Trout. The first school in Frederick Co. to start TIC was New Market Middle under the guidance of Renzulli Teacher Melanie Laffer. Last year Dave Whitlock assisted her. This year Chuck Dinkle will provide technical support.

After a presentation by Melanie to the Frederick County Renzulli teachers, several other schools were interested in the project and asked for our assistance. One school, Windsor Knolls Middle school was able to start up quickly thanks to help from Potomac-Patuxent TU. They provided all the equipment and Chuck and I set up the tank, chiller, filter and air pump on Wednesday December 20ith.

On December 21, Chuck received a call from a Science teacher at Urbana Middle requesting assistance. He had purchased all the equipment to start TIC, needed help setting up the tank, and associated equipment. This is the third school in Frederick Co. to undertake TIC in only the second year. This is an excellent start and a wonderful opportunity for our club to support educating youngsters about ecology and conservation.

It is essential that a tank be up and running several weeks prior to receiving the fish eggs to insure the temperature and chemical balance is correct. Potomac-Patuxent TU is providing the eggs and food.  We will receive the eggs January 7 and PVFF members will pick them up from TU and bring them to the three schools in Frederick Co.

The PVFF Board voted to fund the materials used to maintain the water in the tank at New Market Middle ($60) and to provide $150 toward start up of another school. At this time, we do not know of another school starting up this year other than Windsor Knolls and Urbana Middle. We hope more will start up next year. 

TU expects to have approximately 2000 extra Kamloops Trout eggs this year. Randy Inman has received approval from John Mulligan to put some of the eggs in our upper pen. The club will purchase Whitlock-Vibert Boxes from FFF to start the eggs. We would later stock these fish (as fingerlings) in DNR approved streams. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for PVFF members to be involved with youngsters in out community and to introduce then to the stream entomology and enjoyment of fly-fishing and fly tying. Our thanks to Jim Green and Dave Whitlock for introducing TIC in Frederick County and for giving us an opportunity to be involved.

Anyone interested is assisting with this project please contact Chuck Dinkle or John Brognard. Technical assistance is needed occasionally to set up a tank or if a problem arises. We will be glad help you get started. We would greatly appreciate your help, especially if you live close to any of the three aforementioned schools.

Last Cast by Lou Stohlman
I want to thank everyone who helped with this month’s Streamlines.  There is some great information in our newsletter and the club should be proud of it.  
There are some new faces at the board meetings each month and some great new ideas are starting to come to life.  This is going to be a banner year for PVFF I can already tell.  

Chuck Dinkel and John Brognard have taken the TIC program by the horns and we should all thank them for that.  We are hoping to bring some of the young men and women involved in the program to some club outings and get them introduced to fly fishing.  
PVFF is a family oriented club and we want to encourage the participation of children.  To that end we will have a “bring your children / grandchildren / Godchildren / neighbor’s children / fiend’s children / or any children for that matter to a meeting” meeting.   I obviously have not figured out what to call it yet!  This will be a regular monthly meeting with a special emphasis family involvement and special activities geared to kids.  Stay tuned for more information on this.
John Thames and Tommy Marks are working a fly rod loan program for PVFF members.  This will allow club members or their kids who do not have fly-fishing outfits to borrow one for the season so that they can get into fly-fishing without spending a fortune on all the gear. After all, we know that they will eventually after we get them hooked!  John and Tommy will have more on this soon.
Let us all look forward to a great year!

Good Fishing
“One of My Favorites” by Don Fine

The CDC CADDIS EMERGER is one of my favorite patterns.  Here are the instructions for tying this fly.
Because of the natural oils and feather structure, flies made using CDC have a natural buoyancy and do not need to be treated with fly floatant. The CDC feather on the caddis emerger allows the fly to float in the surface film, closely imitating an emerging caddis fly. 

Hook- Caddis fly hook, size 12

Thread – tan, size 6/0

Tail – tan polyyarn

Abdomen – tan dubbing

Wing – CDC feather (tan, cream)

Thorax – tan dubbing

Beard – partridge feather

1. Start thread wrap ~1/8 inch behind hook eye and wrap half way around hook bend.

2. To imitate a tailing shuck, tie in short section of tan polyyarn containing ~ 6-8 fibers. Secure the shuck with a pinch wrap, wrap thread forward several wraps and then back to the initial tie in for the tail. Cut the shuck approximately 1 shank length beyond the hook bend.

3. Dub thread and build an abdomen with dubbing noodle, stop the dubbed abdomen section approximately 1/3 of the distance behind the hook eye.

4. Select a single CDC feather, preen the fibers down and tie in the feather by the tip immediately in front of the dubbed abdomen.

5. Tie in one small partridge feather by its tip immediately in front of CDC feather. Make one wrap of partridge around hook shank, secure with a thread wrap and trim off the excess partridge.

6. Apply additional dubbing to thread, make single wrap around hook shank, stopping ~ 1/8 inch behind hook eye.

7. Pull the CDC feather forward representing a “feather hump” over the thorax area. Secure with several thread wraps. Cut off excess CDC feather butt.

8. Dub thread again and wrap in front of CDC tie down to cover head.

9. Neatly finish head with several thread wraps.

Other versions of the CDC caddis emerger might include:
· Olive, brown or grey dubbing and corresponding CDC colored feathers.

· Ribbed abdomen using crystal flash fiber or fine gold wire.
· Antron dubbing.

Member Dues by Ruby Fine

Annual dues for all PVFF members, $12.00 individual and $17.00 family, were due in December.  If you have not yet paid for 2007 and wish to remain a member, please fill out the form on the last page of this newsletter and send it to the address shown.       
Improve Your Nymphing Skills for Larger Trout by Pete Cook

“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens,” declares Ecclesiastes 3:1. “A time to be born and a time to die,” a time to use a dry fly and a time to nymph. It is the early 21st Century, nymphing tactics, techniques, and materials for tying nymph patterns blossomed in many ways so that today’s fly angler has tools and techniques that were unavailable 50 years ago. What an opportunity we have today to improve our ability to catch trout including larger trout by nymph fishing.

If you want to catch larger than average trout on a consistent basis then you should be nymph fishing. Writers in the last 30 years have told we fly anglers that trout feed on the surface approximately 10 – 15 % of the time. That means the fish must be feeding underwater 85 – 90% of the time (or they would all be anorexic or die off). Yet most of us concentrate most of our time on the 10% feeding time when they are on or attracted to the surface.

Nymph fishing is fun and in my experience requires greater knowledge and skill than dry fly fishing. This is not to say I do not enjoy dry fly fishing, I do and enjoy it very much. However, over the years I have caught larger and better size fish by concentrating on nymphing and streamer fishing. I also enjoy tying nymphs and streamers more than dries. Again, this is what I personally enjoy and begrudge no one there favorite way of fishing or tying.

It is winter now, at least according to the solstice; temperature wise it may actually be winter when you read this. Winter is a great time to prepare for the coming trout season unless you are a hardy type and enjoy wintertime fishing. In winter, there is time to repair the gear, and if you tie flies it is, time to replace what you wore out and lost last year. It is also time to study and prepare for the new season. That is right study! Moreover, if you want to consistently catch larger and more sizeable fish this coming season (that means 12 inch trout or larger to me) it is time to study nymphing from the top (or just under it) to the bottom.

I am encouraging you angler-tyers to increase your knowledge through the many excellent books on nymphing and entomology that we have over the past thirty plus years. Books by Charles E. Brooks, Gary Borger, and Gary LaFontaine written in the 70s & 80s are still excellent references for today as well. You should become a better angler-tyer by reading, studying, and tying new nymph patterns. Here are several books that are especially helpful for the angler-tyer.

The Trout and the Stream, Charles Brooks

Nymph Fishing for Larger Trout, Charles Brooks

Nymphs, A Basic Book, Gary Borger

Naturals, Gary Borger

Caddisflies, Gary LaFontaine

Nymphs, Ernest Schwiebert

Dave Whitlock’s Guide to Aquatic Trout Foods, Dave Whitlock

Selective Trout, Swisher and Richards

Emergers, Swisher and Richards

Caddis Super Hatches, Richards and Braendle

Nymph-Fishing Rivers & Streams, Rick Haefele

Separately, I am listing books dedicated primarily to tying nymphs, they are:

The Fly Tyers Nymph Manual, Randall Kaufmann

Tying Nymphs, Randall Kaufmann

The Art of Tying the Nymph, Skip Morris

Nymph Fly-Tying Techniques, Jim Schollmeyer
POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION and RENEWAL
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



(First)

 (Middle Initial)

If family membership, other names;___________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (if you want newsletter emailed to you) ______________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___ Yes ___ No   Membership Dues: ___ $12.00 single or ___ $17.00 family
Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:

Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2007
8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______


Middletown, Maryland 21769

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			Ron Graunke


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	David Fulton &


Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2006





President	Lou Stohlman 240-215-4211


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	 Jon Thames 


2yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


1yr Director 	 Don Fine        301-371-5617


Past President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637





Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $12 or Family is $17 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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