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January Program by Jon Thames  

 
One fly for saltwater fly fishing, for bass and over 31 other species.
 

I know it sounds like a fish story and  too good to believe but our guest speaker, Joe Bruce, will present the fly as only Joe can.  We welcome him back to the club on January 10th  to start the year off with what will be an exciting program.  We have all wondered about having one fly with so many applications; fishing for tarpon to bass to blue gills. Joe has been fishing the "Bullet Head Darter" and improving it for years making it yet more effective.  His presentation will include slides and have examples for the membership to enjoy.  
Joe Bruce is the retired owner of Fisherman's Edge fly shop in Baltimore. Since retiring he fishes an average of 100 days a year.  Just thinking of fishing that often, and seeing the results and some of the 31 different species Joe has landed using this fly will be an experience.  Joe ties the “Bullet Head Darter” in 18 different color combination and with many size variation resulting in a fly that he described as "still being a work in progress."  In a recent email Joe responded that he “was in Louisiana where he was catching red fish with his fly and that he had landed a 28 pound Black Drum.”
Please join us in welcoming Joe Bruce on the 10th of January to the first club meeting of 2012 and let’s see the results of what one fly can do when fished in either salt or fresh water.

Fly Tying Roundtable  by Don Fine
The January fly tying roundtable will feature Randy Inmon demonstrating his steelhead nymph pattern. Randy is an outstanding and innovative fly tyer, a PVFF life member and for many years has been PVFF’s “riverkeeper” providing perpetual care of the trout in the club pen. 

Guest tyers for upcoming months will include:
· February - Tom Scally – woven nymphs
· March – Don Fine, wiggle nymph

· April and May – tyers to be announced 

Recommendations for future roundtable guests are appreciated. We welcome new tyers to the Roundtable as well as those who just want to observe and learn.  New tyers: if you need equipment to get started tying, PVFF can loan you a set of tying tools. Call Don at 301-371-5617. 
Monthly CALENDAR of EVENTS:
Jan 10th  
PVFF monthly meeting - Joe Bruce, speaker.

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, Md 7:00 PM

Jan 17th 
Board of Directors Meeting                         Trinity United Meth. Church                705 West Patrick St. Frederick, Md 7:00 PM

Jan 18th   
Fly Tyers Roundtable



Hobbytown USA


Frederick, Md 6:30 PM 

Support Your Local Fly Shop 
Beaver Creek Fly Shop*

9720 Country Store Lane
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

(immediately off route 66, south of route 70W, exit 35.) 
Shop phone 301-393-9090.    www.beavercreekflyshop.com
*Matt Rosenthal has informed us that his Beaver Creek Fly Shop will come under new management in the next several months. 

Kelly’s White Fly Shoppe

PO Box 835, 133 W. German Street

Shepherdstown, WV  25443

304-876-8030
www.kellyswhitefly.net
Hunting Creek Outfitters 

29 North Market Street, 

Frederick, MD 21701 
301-668-4333

info@huntingcreekoutfitters.com 
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Monthly Meeting Announcements by Ruby Fine
The winner for one year’s free membership and a box of flies went to Marvin & Barbara Devilbiss.  Congratulations to Marvin and Barbara on paying their dues by the December meeting. It’s still not too late to pay your dues for 2012. However, your name will be removed from the PVFF roster if you have not renewed by the 15th of March. 

Creekside Anglers will be holding their annual banquet on Saturday, January 21, 2012 at the Holiday Inn in Martinsburg. Social hour is at 5 p.m. and food will be served at 6 p.m. The cost is $35 per person or $70 for couples. The Creekside Anglers Banquet is a fun event with good food and many raffle items. Please support our sister fly fishing club by contacting Randy Underwood if you are interested in attending. Randy’s  home phone is 304-262-8117 and the email address is erundwd@yahoo.com.
Conservation Corner by John Brognard

When I was growing up in Hanover, Pa. in the 1950's and 1960's, I could expect to make money numerous times each winter by shoveling snow. Winter also gave us the opportunity to ice skate on Hollonger's pond for a month or more. Those cold winter days are long gone. Now we experience more often extreme weather variations and most cold spells don't last very long. The change in our winter weather is just one example of the global climate change that is occurring in our lifetime on planet Earth. In the meantime, the debate continues over how much humans are responsible for this climate change and most scientists worldwide believe that our warmer weather is the result of human activity(ies). 
 
According to a study published this weekend in the journal Nature Geoscience, it is "extremely likely" that human activities are "by far the dominant cause of warming" in Earth's climate since 1950. (http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/ngeo1327.html#/) 
 
In addition, we can cite supportive information from an article by Michael Le Page in the New Scientist found at: (http://www.newscientist.com/section/environment) 

"From melting glaciers and earlier springs to advancing treelines and changing animal ranges, many lines of evidence back up what thermometers tell us – Earth is getting warmer. Over the 20th century, the average global temperature rose by 0.8 degrees Centigrade."
"There are two broad explanations: more heat is reaching Earth, or less is escaping. The first option can be ruled out. The amount of solar heat entering Earth's atmosphere varies by about 0.1 per cent on a timescale of years as the sun's activity changes, but satellite data show no overall increase corresponding to the soaring temperatures of recent decades. We are left with the second possibility: less heat is escaping." 
 
I feel it is our responsibility to analyze the technical reference data available and do what we can to convince government and industry to do the right thing to halt or reverse this trend. Write or email your state and federal representatives. Also send letters to your power company requesting, even demanding, they get power from clean sources or at least from power plants with "scrubbers" that will reduce emissions of pollutants such as mercury that threaten aquatic species and humans as well. 
Another issue you may wish to consider viewing involves native people in Ecuador who are suffering as a result of a toxic waste left behind by Texaco (now Chevron) as a result of poor oil drilling practices.. To view a video go to: http://amazonwatch.org/news/2011/0512-chevron-in-ecuador-a-defining-moment
 
Virginia Fly Fishing Festival 
The Virginia Fly Fishing Festival is held annually on the banks of the South River in Waynesboro, Virginia. From its humble beginnings in the spring of 1999, the festival has grown to the largest event of  its kind in the Old Dominion. In recent years the flyfishing festival has included wine tasting and wine vendors and is now referred to as the Virginia Fly Fishing and Wine Festival. 
In 2012 the event will be held April 21st and 22nd. If you and your spouse or significant other enjoy flyfishing and/or wine, consider attending this enjoyable event. Group room rates are available at the Best Western in Waynesboro, Virginia. To make reservations call 540-942-1100 and mention that you will be attending the Virginia Fly Fishing and Wine Festival. Several PVFF members have already booked hotel reservations for the event.  
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Monofilament Recycling Stations by Don Fine and John Brognard

You may recall that several years ago PVFF spearheaded a project to build and install wader wash stations along local streams that would help prevent the spread of invasive species such as Didymo and Whirling Disease. Funding and materials for that project was provided by PVFF, Catoctin Fish and Game Protective Association and a local lumber supplier. 

Recently PVFF initiated another conservation effort for our local waters, namely the construction and installation of monofilament recycling stations using guidelines provided by the Federation of Fly Fishers. The damage that waste monofilament can cause to fish and wildlife (as seen in the accompanying photo) can be prevented with a few simple steps; namely recycling that waste in designated stations.  
Brad Zimmerman (PVFF club member and Plant Manager for Vulcan Materials Company, Frederick) volunteered to provide all PVC pipe and fittings for construction of several dozen monofilament-recycling stations. At the December club meeting, Mr. Zimmerman presented these materials to two boy scouts (Milo Burke and Dylan Whitmer) who have adopted the construction and installation of 
the stations as their Eagle Scout projects. The monofilament recycling stations will be placed along public sections of streams, rivers, and lakes in the area. Members are encouraged to suggest additional locations.
Use of the stations will help prevent this from happening with waste monofilament.


Last Cast by Don Fine
Only one day left in the year 2011 as the January PVFF Newsletter is being assembled and edited. Perhaps many of our readers are, like me, anxious about what the new year (2012) will bring to us individually and to our nation as a whole. But rather than being a skeptic, let me end 2011 on an up note, with a spirit of optimism for the New Year. 

· I look forward to additional growth in our club membership. In 2011 the club membership increased by 12 new members. If each member would invite one person to come to our monthly meetings, just think how many members we could have one year from now. 
· If you were not at the December monthly meeting, those in attendance elected a new board member, Bill Kelly. I and the rest of the PVFF Board  welcome Bill to the Board of Directors and look forward to working with him not only in 2012, but in the years to come.

· I look forward to great programs at our monthly meetings in 2012. John Thames (our new Programs chair) following in Larry Forte’s footsteps is off to a great start arranging a litany of speakers and topics for our monthly programs. January’s program with Joe Bruce is certain to be an informative and entertaining kick off to the new year.  

· Turnout for the monthly fly tying roundtable also increased in 2011, especially with the addition of three female club members now attending on a regular basis. We are blessed in having a great cadre of talented featured tyers who are most willing to share their expertise with all who attend. I look forward in 2012 to more club members participating in our monthly fly tying roundtable. 

· The annual banquet is always a great event for members, their families and guests. The 2011 banquet had a tremendous turnout with a number of folks attending from our sister clubs, Antietam Fly Anglers (AFA) and Creekside Anglers. We are already booking a date in October for the 2012 club banquet with the anticipation of an even greater turnout and good time for all.
· Speaking of working together with other clubs, the Learn to Fly Fish clinic held last September was well attended. That event was a joint venture between PVFF and AFA. I look forward to repeating this successful event in 2012.
In closing let me wish to everyone a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year. To the flyfishers who read this, let me wish you each tight lines and success in your 2012 fishing adventures.  At the same time, as individuals and a club united and let us reflect on what great freedoms and opportunities we have in America. Let us look forward and work together to promoting the joys of our sport and the spirit of conservation of our natural resources to others and especially to our youth.   

Two closing passages to ponder in 2012 from the author Robert Traver from Trout Madness (1960):

“The true fisherman approaches the first day of fishing with all the sense of wonder and awe of a child approaching Christmas”. 
“There is no substitute for fishing sense, and if a man doesn’t have it, verily, he may cast like and angel and still use his creel largely to transport sandwiches and beer”.

2012


       POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

          MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2012

8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

Card given ______ New ______  Renewal _____  Life__________

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Don Fine


Conservation		Randy Inmon &


 			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Don Fine 


Programs		Jon Thames


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon








Web Page		John Brognard





Meetings


Time and Day: 7:00 PM, second Tuesday of the month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building 


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Building.
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