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TUESDAY, March 13
Jim Cummins on Shad Fishing on the Potomac River
We are pleased to have Jim Cummins, from the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River (ICPRB), join us for our March 13 meeting. The focus of Jim’s presentation will be on the return of the American shad to the Potomac River, including interesting historical aspects of the shad and the river.  Jim will cover the best-known places to fish for shad, some potential new places, and general techniques for catching these prize game fish, often referred to as the "freshwater tarpon" because of its fighting abilities.    

The ICPRB’s mission is to enhance, protect and conserve the water resources of the Potomac River basin and it’s tributaries through regional and interstate cooperation. Jim, as Director of Living Resources, has been with the organization for almost 20 years and has played a key role in a wide range of conservation project. This includes the revitalization of the North Branch of the Potomac River. He was also the primary author of “The Potomac River Watershed Visions Report” which became the foundation for the eventual designation of the Potomac River as one of the Nation’s Heritage Rivers. 

In 2006, Jim was a recipient of Field and Stream Magazine's “Hero of Conversation Award” and the American Sportfishing Association's "Future of Fishing Award."

In addition, Mr. Cummin’s was especially active in regards to fish passage at the Little Falls Dam near Washington D.C., with it’s linked American Shad Restoration Project. 

For more information about the commission, please visit their website at www.potomacriver.org.

So, if you are tired of the snow and want to learn more about the return of Shad in the Potomac River and where to catch these “freshwater tarpon”, join us at our next meeting."

See You Tuesday.

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

March 13 
Shad on the Potomac 
                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

March 17 
Friends of Big Hunting Creek  

                        Annual Banquet

                        American Legion Hall
                        Thurmont, MD 7 PM

March 24
Antietam Fly Anglers Banquet
Plaza Hotel 5 PM 

                        Hagerstown, MD
March 27
Board of Directors   Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM
March 31,        Outdoor Festival

April 1             Frederick County 


Fairgrounds


10-7 Saturday


10-4 Sunday


Come see the PVFF booth

Bulletin Board by David Fulton

Did you know that John Brognard has added a bulletin board to the PVFF web site?  Stop by the PVFF site, scan the menu across the top, and click on “bb” to go to the bulletin board home page.  There you will find a bulletin board for outings, and another for current projects.  The Outings board will be the site to find information on upcoming outings; brag about the “big one” from recent trips; as well as to discuss ideas for future outings.

Outings By David Fulton
Just a quick reminder of what is on tap for the next few months: 
March: Maryland’s Eastern Shore for Pickerel.  This will be on a weekend, and the exact date will depend on when the Pickerel start to get feisty.  The location is Tuckahoe State Park (35 miles east of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge).  This spot was chosen because there is wadeable water, so boats, although helpful, are not required.   If anyone can bring a canoe or boat, let us know, and remember that gasoline engines are prohibited on the lake.  You can check out the park’s web site: http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/eastern/tuckahoe.html   

April:  Antietem Canoe Float Trip.  This has been tentatively scheduled for April 15th.  We are planning to put in at Devil’s Backbone and float down from there.  If you have room in your canoe or kayak, let us know as we will have people in need of a ride.  We are anticipating some good fishing.  Deer Creek Shad trip.  Again, this will be on a weekday, once the shad are in the stream.  More details to follow.  April 22 Town Creek, in Western Maryland.  Member Larry Forte is giving us access to private property along this creek, and the trout fishing should be great.   

May: We are going to try to put together a trip to Bill Skilton’s again this year.  More details to follow.  The North Branch Potomac trip will probably take place in May.  I have been told that the weather and water levels should be more cooperative in May, and make for a better time.  

I will have sign-up sheets for these, and the other trips, at this month’s meeting.  Take a look, and sign up for those that interest you.  

Don’t’ forget to stop by the bulletin board on the PVFF web site.  The Outings board will be the place to go to discuss outings, and get updates.  I would really like feedback and ideas about the outings that we are working on, as well as ideas for other outings.  Stop by the PVFF site, scan the menu across the top, and click on “bb” to go to the bulletin board home page.  John Brognard has worked hard on the bulletin board, as well as the rest of the site, so let’s show our appreciation by putting it to good use.  

See you at the Meeting.

Fishers Please Be Prudent 

by John Brognard 

We have two very different threats to our fishing water and what we do can make a very big difference. Both Whirling Disease (WD) and Didymosphenis geminate (Didymo) can be introduced into a stream by fishers. If we are not prudent about caring for our gear, we can transport the spores (Didymo) and parasites (Whirling Disease) from an infected stream to one that is clear of infestation. There is no way to determine if a stream is infected in the early stages of Didymo or if the WD parasite is present in the water.

Below is an excerpt from the Whirling Disease Initiative (http://whirlingdisease.montana.edu/).

Carefully cleaning and drying all equipment is the best course of action to deal with all aquatic hitchhikers.

Recommended precautions that will help prevent not only the spread of whirling disease, but also other disease-causing organisms and aquatic pests include: 

· Never transport live fish from one water body to another. (This is illegal in many states.)

· Obtain certified disease-free fish for any private fish stocking projects. 

· Do not use trout, whitefish, or salmon parts as cut bait.

· Dispose of fish entrails and skeletal parts properly. Never discard fish parts in or near streams or rivers. Because an infected fish may harbor tens of thousands of myxospores, simply disposing of infected fish parts in a clean drainage could provide enough spores to start an infection. Do not discard fish parts in a kitchen disposal. Whirling disease myxospores can survive most wastewater treatment systems. Instead, discard in dry waste that would go to a landfill.

· Carefully clean all equipment before leaving a site, and allow it to dry. Rinse all mud and debris from equipment and wading gear, and drain water from boats before leaving an infected drainage. This is good practice for preventing transfer of other aquatic hitchhikers as well.

And from Leah Elwell Conservation Coordinator, Federation of Fly Fishers

There are four easy steps you can take to help prevent the spread of aquatic invasives.

1. Remove all dirt, plants and other materials from your gear before you leave a body of water

2. Rinse your gear with clean water

3. Thoroughly dry your gear

4. Never transport plants or animals from one body of water to another.

It may be difficult to thoroughly dry your gear if you are traveling on vacation and moving from one stream to another so hear is an additional suggestion from Leah.

“There are a few specific methods to clean for didymo:  easy and relatively non-toxic.  A 5% salt solution or dishwashing detergent.  Soak and scrub all gear for at least one minute.  Knowing specific cleaning products that target particular species can be helpful, but the FFF feels that a general message of inspect, clean with water and dry can work as a more universal, and less confusing, message for everyone everywhere.  When appropriate the specific cleaning agents can be stressed.  I agree it could be tough to carry two sets of boots, but something to consider.  Also, before you travel - communicating with the regional management agency could be a good way to learn what the issues are in the places you will be fishing.”

The ball is in our court and we must do all we can to prevent the spread of aquatic invasives. Please take the time to follow the steps presented here and please spread the word! 


Friends of Big Hunting Creek 
Twenty Second Annual Dinner Saturday, March 17, 2007 
The Twenty Second Annual Friends of Big Hunting Creek Dinner, to be held in Thurmont, Maryland, at the American Legion Hall. The Cash Bar will open at 5:00pm; Dinner will be served at 7:00pm. 

February 1, 2007

Dear Friends:

Our Annual Banquet this year will be held on March 17, 2007. It will be our twenty-second Friends of Big Hunting Creek dinner! We have met at the American Legion in Thurmont, MD, for 21 of these twenty-two years. That evening in March has become a very special tradition for many people.

We want to extend our sincere thanks to all of you who have given so generously of your time, talents, financial help and material gifts, to make our dinner - and our organization - the great success it has become. 

We will be passing around a sign-up sheet at the dinner. We want to continue our stream repair and improvement work in the new year, but, with the passage of more than twenty years, many of our former workers have stepped aside and we urgently need new friends to help. There has been a lot of weather-related damage along the stream lately, and there will be jobs of all sorts, for everyone.

As always, we are asking for a donation from anyone who would care to do so. We would welcome any reasonably appropriate item: books, flies, miscellaneous fishing gadgets, as well as things more suited to non-fishing spouses, items for our Bucket Raffles or for door prizes. Our Buckets are our fund raisers.  The door prizes are a way to say thank you to everyone for attending our Banquet and a way to have some fun. 

There is absolutely no obligation whatsoever to send or bring anything. As always, we will be delighted just to have you there! But if you would like to donate an item, you may send it to: F.B.H.C., P.O. Box #144, Sabillasville, MD, 21780 or bring it with you to the dinner on March 17, 2007. You may also contact Gail Gilford at woodsgnome@yahoo.com or at 717-762-6546, to make other arrangements. 

As we begin our twenty second year, we invite you to join us for a wonderful evening at the American Legion in Thurmont, and for a busy year ahead, as stewards of our precious resource as well.

Sincerely,
Gail Gilford

for The Banquet Committee

Friends of Big Hunting Creek

Antietam Fly Anglers 

Annual Banquet
The Antietam Fly Anglers will have our Annual Banquet on Saturday, March 24, 2007 at the Plaza Hotel in Hagerstown. The Plaza Hotel is located across the road from the Halfway Blvd. Valley Mall. 

We will be using the "Pen-Mar Room," located on the lower level. Access to the lower level is on the right of the hotel, through the double doors below the Fireside Restaurant and Lounge. 

Social hour will start at 5 PM with a cash bar, and dinner will be served at 6PM.  Tickets are $30.00 per person. 

Mark your calendars and contact Buz Buzzell if you plan to attend.  Visit antietamflyanglers.org for contact info.
Member Dues by Lou Stohlman

Annual dues for all PVFF members, $12.00 individual and $17.00 family, were due in December.  If you have not yet paid for 2007 and wish to remain a member, please fill out the form on the last page of this newsletter and send it to the address shown.  Members that have not sent in their dues will not continue to receive the newsletter.       
Try a Wulff to Catch a Trout 
by Don Fine

Most flyfishers know the name of Lee Wulff, outstanding flyfisherman who could tie a fly without using a vise. And we know that a series of flies were named after Lee, for example, Royal Wulff, White Wulff, Gray Wulff, Ausable Wulff, and Grizzly Wulff. But did you know that Dan Bailey, shop owner in Livingston, Montana actually named the series of flies after Lee Wulff. Popularized in the late 1920’s and 1930’s, these flies were quite a departure from the traditional dry flies fashioned in the early part of the 20th century. Lee Wulff’s patterns incorporated hair for the wings and dense hackle, in comparison to sparse hackling found on earlier American and British flies. Lee wanted his flies to be able to float well in turbulent flows of mountain streams and rivers. In fact the pattern is designed to sit up off the water, rest flush on the surface film or ride both on or in the surface film.  

Small Wulff patterns are great for spring time fishing some of our local streams, e.g. Owens, Fishing Creek and Big Hunting Creek and Ruby and I used small White Wulff patterns to catch numerous brook trout in Maine last August. In Alaska, Royal Wulffs were all that was needed to catch numerous grayling. Wulff patterns are not difficult to tie, in fact I would much rather tie a Royal Wulff than a Royal Coachman.  
Here are a few tips on tying Wulff patterns: 

· Use genetic hackle feathers (Metz, Hebert, Whiting, Hoffman) which will allow complete hackling of the fly with a single feather. Whereas, small Wulffs will require neck hackle, the larger flies (e.g. sizes 10-14) can be tied with dry-fly grade saddle hackle.

· Use calf tail or calf body hair for wings. If using calf tail hair, select tails with straight, fine hair. Use calf body hair* for the smaller Wulffs. *(Calf body hair is also great for making the post on parachute patterns, e.g. Adams parachute).

·  Excellent tail material is elk or moose body hair, but I have also had success with bear hair and woodchuck tail. The black bear hair is stiff*, does not flare too much, and works well for the Black or Ware Wulff. The woodchuck tail also stiff works well for the Grizzly and Royal Wulff patterns. *(Animal hair has the requisite stiffness as tail material to help suspend the fly on the surface of rough currents.)

· Use silk floss for the body rather than dubbing. Yellow floss for the Grizzly Wulff, red for the Royal Wulff, tan or gray-tan for the Ausable Wulff, black for the Ware Wulff and white for the White Wulff. 
Gary LaFontaine, refers to the Royal Wulff in his theory of fly attraction, “It is not bright, it is half bright…under most conditions the Royal Wulff is a fly possessing both dull and bright materials….It is a rough simulation, either a mayfly in upwing variations or a caddisfly in downwing variations (referring to Royal Trude), that has touches of brightness that focus attention and attract trout…” (quote from R.Kaufmann, Tying Dry Flies, 1995, page 106.) 

Last Cast by Lou Stohlman

PVFF will have a booth at Outdoor Festival in Frederick on March 31 and April 1.  This is a new show at the fairgrounds.  The goal is to promote the club and, with any luck, bring in a few new members.  Ron Graunke will be working the casting pool on Saturday and we could use some help.  If you are able to work the booth for a couple of hours, or you are willing to help with the casting pool please let me know ASAP.  The hours are 10-7 on Saturday and 10-4 on Sunday. 

Ron Graunke has stepped down as Chair of the Conservation Committee.  Ron has done a great job with the Conservation for years and we should all thank him for his efforts.  Ron had a conversation with Mitch Keiler that jump-started the stream restoration at Carroll Creek.   

Ron will still be active in the club and will be working fly-fishing instruction at our various club events.  I know that Ron will also continue to promote the club as he has done tirelessly over the years.  Thank you, Ron!

Therefore, we are seeking a volunteer to serve as Chair for the Conservation Committee.  Randy Inmon is also on the conservation committee since he is so involved with the activities at the pen.  If you are considering volunteering and have questions, contact John Brognard.  He is the Conservation VP for the Mid-Atlantic Council of FFF.  John has offered to share his expertise with a volunteer.            
We will be contacting those who volunteered to serve on the Banquet Committee later this month.  We need start working on this year’s banquet.  Thank you for volunteering to help.  

      Good Fishing

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION and RENEWAL
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



(First)

 (Middle Initial)

If family membership, other names;___________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (if you want newsletter emailed to you) ______________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___ Yes ___ No   Membership Dues: ___ $12.00 single or ___ $17.00 family
Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:

Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2007
8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______


Middletown, Maryland 21769

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	David Fulton &


Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard








Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $12 or Family is $17 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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