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TUESDAY, May 13th
We welcome back Bob Stouffer --- Improve your fly-casting skills at our May meeting.

Special Start Time: 6:00pm at our meeting room.
On Tuesday, May 13, we welcome back Bob Stouffer -- FFF certified casting instructor.      

This year’s casting clinic will be new and improved. First, we will start at 6:00pm. Bob will start with a classroom casting presentation for an hour.  After that, we will move outside for the casting portion of the clinic. 

Bob is a native Marylander, who learned about fly-fishing on the Potomac River and streams around the Clear Spring area. During the 1970’s, Bob lived in Montana and refined his casting techniques on famous rivers like the Yellowstone and the Madison. 

Today, he spends much of his time teaching casting techniques to many in the area. He is a Casting Instructor at Shepherd College and he is an instructor at the Antietam Casting Club. He received his Casting Certificate in 
2003. You will not want to miss this month’s meeting!

For the clinic, Bob will focus on the following:

(1) Foundation Casting Stroke for beginner to Advanced level

(2) Presentation casts, 

(3) In-the-air mends building on the foundation. 

(4) Plus, he will have many practice suggestions.

Bring your rod and reel. For the clinic, Bob recommends either a 5wt or 6wt rod with WF or DT line with 2X or 3X leader. A 7 ½’ rod would be ideal, but an 8’ or 9’ would be fine.

So, if you want to improve your casting skills, join us at our May meeting on the 13th. This will be an informative class for everyone. So, bring your rod and reel and come prepared to learn something new about fly-casting. 

See you Tuesday.

Please remember our special start time: 6:00pm. 

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

May 13
Casting Clinic – Bob Stouffer   

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 6 PM

May 27
Board of Directors   Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

June 10
Tony Dranzo 

                        South Central PA fishing
                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM
Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte 


Here is what is coming up in the next few months.

June: Tony Dranzo – Fly-Fishing Guide: Tony is a fly-fishing guide located in Boiling Springs, PA. He will be discussing fly-fishing opportunities in South Central PA.

September: Bryan Kelly: Bryan is the owner of the Angler’s Inn and Kelly’s White Fly Shoppe in Shepherdstown, WV. He will discuss fishing for small mouth bass in the Potomac River.
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Outings by David Fulton 

May 4th:  Town Creek (Garrett Co., MD).

May (TBA): Float Trip - Date and stream TBA, but stream will be local.

June 7th:  Bill Skilton’s (Boiling Springs, PA)

In May, we will go to a private stretch of Town Creek owned by the Forte family.  We had a great time last year and I expect a repeat this year.  Also in May, we will have annual PVFF float trip.  The PVFF Fleet will set sail on a local stream in search of fish.  In June, we go to Bill Skilton’s.  Skilton’s is always a hit, and has a maximum of 10 anglers, so sign up early.            

A complete list is available on the club web site.  Go to http://www.pvflyfish.org/ and click on the Outings tab in the upper right corner. 

If anyone wants to discuss an outing or an idea for one, I can be reached at davidfulton@verizon.net or (240) 446-3371 
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Getting started, Loan a rod Program by Jon Thames 

 The club has several 5-weight 7 1/2 foot fly rod and reel combs and 1 8-weight 9-foot fly rod combo available to check out and use.  This program, started  last year, was designed to give the young members of the club a chance to use a rod that is a bit shorter and youth friendly. We have 5 combos and anyone interested in checking one out please see Jon Thames  The rods are  available now for the upcoming season on a first come basis.  The 8 weight is ideal for any member wishing to try a larger rod on the Bay or any of the larger waters in the area.  This rod is normally checked out for 2 weeks at a time to allow more members a chance to use it.  See Jon Thames or call 301-788-2482

Last Cast – by Don Fine
Disorganize Nature (aka Creating Habitat)

We humans have a tendency to want to put things in order. Organize your email, organize your records, organize your tackle, cut the grass, trim the hedges, pull the weeds. So much effort goes into putting things “in order” so it looks nice, clean, symmetrical and pleasing to the eye. 

Why then do we promote disorder when it comes to restoring the environment? For example, we take a perfectly clean stream-side that is free of brush, rip-rap and leaf wads and then plant bushes, trees and aquatic grass in a somewhat random fashion. For the simple reason, organization of our natural environment destroys habitat for creatures, large and small. Habitat refers to and includes the four basic needs of all living creatures; water, shelter, food and space. It does not matter whether we are talking humans, fish or microscopic invertebrates, all living creatures require habitat to live. 
So Mother Nature is not orderly for a reason. Think about it this way. Left alone, nature will work towards building habitat. In the words of Frank Sawyer, river keeper of the English Avon River and creator of the pheasant tail nymph, “the life of trout and indeed the whole nature of a river depends on the ability of the water to create and sustain the first minute of life, the protoplasm, the creatures that are invisible to the naked human eye. Though these microscopic animals must have water in which to live, water cannot alone bring them forth”....”many millions of creatures must die to produce a trout of 1 ½ lbs in weight because his existence depends entirely on the life of smaller creatures, and in turn the trout’s food must also have something on which to feed”.

In his book “Keeper of the Stream”, Mr. Sawyer notes that “river keeping is not just a matter of walking along the banks to prevent any unauthorized fishing. It involves a multitude of different jobs and the river keeper must be a ‘Jack of all trades’. Among these are maintaining the health of the stream. In detail, Mr. Sawyer describes destruction of stream habitat by noxious weeds, pollution, lack of aeration and the efforts that are required to restore a stream to healthy condition through reestablishment of beds of better class of weeds. “Much of this life is in and on the weeds, well above the river bed”…”so one can look upon these shallow waters as a breeding place for many of the insects which make dry fly fishing possible”.
“Keeper of the Stream” was first published in 1952, over 56 years ago and it is clear that Mr. Sawyer was faced with many of the same challenges that we still deal with today. Noxious weeds? Consider Didymo. Pollution? Consider the levels of mercury, pesticides, and fertilizers in our rivers. Lack of aeration? Consider pastureland runoff. Next time you think about that favorite fishing or hunting spot, picture it devoid of cover, lacking structure, rocks, brush and vegetation. How long do you think it will support your favorite sport? The bottom line here is, that we all need to support and be involved in habitat restoration. Join the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, support Potomac River Keepers or simply help with tree planting scheduled this spring in a variety of locations. If you are lucky enough to own a pond, or piece of stream or forest, take the initiative to help Nature, create habitat by planting trees, shrubs and grasses. Rather than send your yard trimmings to the landfill, build brush piles to provide shelter for birds and four-legged creatures. We each have an opportunity to make the most of our natural resources and we are fortunate to live in a country where we can exercise that opportunity.  

S curves and tight lines. 

Trivia – You may know that the Wulff series of dry flies (e.g.Grey Wulff) was developed by Lee Wulff, but did you know that he also was the creator of both the fishing vest and a noose for securing large salmon by the tail (making it easier to land, then release the fish)? By the way, to whom do we attribute Catch and Release practice? Again, Lee Wulff.  

PVFF FAMILY PICNIC

JUNE 14, 2008
PLACE:
MIDDLETOWN PARK, PAVILLON #2, MIDDLETOWN, MD



BESIDE THE POND

DIRECTIONS:
TAKE ALT.40 WEST TOWARD MIDDLETOWN.  APPROACHING MIDDLETOWN, GO PASS THE SHOPPING CENTER ON RIGHT, TURN RIGHT ON COBLENTZ RD. GO THRU FIRST 4 WAY STOP. PARK IS ON THE LEFT, TURN LEFT AT NEXT 4 WAY STOP.

TIME:
12:00-4:00PM:  BRING LAWN CHAIRS, THIS IS OUR SECOND ANNUAL FAMILY PICNIC, WE ENC0URAGE YOU TO BRING YOUR WIVES, HUSBANDS, KIDS, GRANDKIDS, MOTHER-IN-LAWS, ETC.       

FOOD:
12:00-1:00, CLUB WILL PROVIDE HAMBURGERS & HOT DOGS, PLATES, CUPS AND UTENSILS, DRINKS AND ICE.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE, YOU MAY BRING LEMONADE OR TEA. FAMILIES ARE ASKED TO BRING A COVERERD DISH OR DESSERT TO SHARE.

PLEASE CALL DONNA AT 301-371-4205 OR EMAIL HER AT 

bffishing@comcast.net TO LET US KNOW IF YOUR ARE COMING AND WHAT YOU WILL BRING TO THE PICNIC: VEGETABLE OR DESSERT. WE NEED TO KNOW SO WE CAN PURCHASE FOOD.

CONTACTS AT PVFF:  DONNA BROGNARD AT 301-371-4205 OR RUBY

FINE AT 301-371-5617. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL HELP THAT OUR MEMBERSHIP MAY PROVIDE.

EVENTS:  1:00-2:00PM, FISHING CONTEST FOR CHILDREN, “WHO

        
CATCHES THE BIGGEST FISH IN A GIVEN TIME”. 

AGE GROUPS:  1-3, 4-6, 7-10, 11-14.

PLEASE BRING A BUCKET FOR THE FISH CAUGHT.

 
PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED.
THERE ARE TWO VERY NICE PLAYGROUNDS NEAR THE PAVILLION.  WE ARE 

HOPING FOR A BIG TURNOUT, AND LOOK FORWARD T0 SEEING YOU ALL 

THERE, IT’S GOING TO BE A FUN DAY!!

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2008


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2007





President	Don Fine  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	David Fulton


2yr Director	John Brognard     


1yr Director 	Jon Thames       


Past President	Lou Stohlman  





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout In the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard
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