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TUESDAY, May 12
May’s Fly Casting Clinic with Bob Stouffer  

Enjoy a Casting Game at This Year’s Clinic!  Special Start Time: 6:00pm at the 310 South Carroll Street Parking Lot.

On Tuesday, May 12, we welcome back club favorite --- Bob Stouffer, a FFF certified casting instructor.      

This year’s casting clinic will be even better than last year’s clinic. First, we will start at 6:00pm and meet at ​​​​​​​the 310 South Carroll Street Parking lot. This is the same field as last year. 

To start the night, club members will be divided into 2 groups. 

Group #1: Beginning Casters will work with Bob on basic casting techniques. Bob will focus on the following:

· Foundation Casting Stroke for beginners  

· Presentation casts

· In-the-air mends building on the foundation 

Group #2: This will involve a casting game, taken from Floyd Franke Danish Casting Games. Each participant will improve their casting through a series of stations. It will be a non-competitive – self-scored event. This will include:

· The Limbo

· Curved Casts

· Straight Line Cast 

· Moon Shot

Several casting instructors will be assisting Bob during the evening.

Do not forget your rod and reel. For the clinic, Bob recommends either a 5wt or 6wt rod with WF or DT line with 2X or 3X leader. A 7 ½’ rod would be ideal, but an 8’ or 9’ would be fine.

As background information, Bob is a native Marylander, who learned about fly-fishing on the Potomac River and streams around the Clear Spring area. During the 1970’s, Bob lived in Montana and refined his casting techniques on famous rivers like the Yellowstone and the Madison. 

Today, he spends much of his time teaching casting techniques to many in the area. He is a Casting Instructor at Shepherd College and he is an instructor at the Antietam Casting Club. He received his Casting Certificate in 2003.  

So, if you are new to fly-fishing or if you would just like to sharpen you fly casting skills, join us at our May meeting on the 12th. This will be an informative class for everyone. So, bring your rod and reel and come prepared to learn something new about fly-casting. 

Please remember our special start time: 6:00pm. 

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

May 12
Casting Clinic
                        Bob Stouffer
                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 6 PM

May 13
PVFF Fly Tyers Roundtable  
                        Hobbytown at 919 East Street Frederick, MD 6:30 PM

May 26 
Board of Directors  
                        Frederick Library 

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

June 17
PVFF Family Picnic  
                        Middletown Park Pavilion 2 Middletown, MD 12:00 PM
PVFF Roundtable – May 13
The PVFF fly-tying roundtable during the month of May will feature Tommy Marks, a long-time member of PVFF.  Tommy will tie his white foam fly. Roundtable starts at 6:30pm at Hobbytown, East Street in Frederick. You need only to bring your basic fly-tying equipment to participate. 
Upcoming Roundtables:

June 17 - Ray Gano from Creekside Anglers will be our featured fly tyer in June and will tie an extended body mayfly pattern.
Outings by David Fulton

We are approaching the halfway point for 2009.  We have put some great fishing trips behind us, and missed a few, but even more lie ahead.  So far, we have fished Antietam Creek, and the Erie tribs in PA, but weather worked against again this year on the Shad trip.  Now let us take a look at what is coming up:

May 17th - Town Creek:  Weather forced us to reschedule this trip, but I am confident that this time, the trip will come off.  We will be fishing a private stretch of Town Creek adjacent to property owned by the Forte family in Garrett County, MD.  The DNR stocks the stream with Rainbows.  The plan is to leave Frederick early in the AM and return in the evening.  I have already contacted the people who have signed up for the trip, but it is not too late to get on board.

June 6th – Skiltons:  The cost is $35.00 per person.  There is a limit of 10 people who can go and the slots will be on a first come basis, but do not let that stop you from signing up because sometimes people have to drop out for various reasons.  Bill Wilson is organizing this trip and will be contacting those who have signed up.

July – White Fly Hatch:  We will fish the Miller hatch again this year.  As with the Shad, we will be at the mercy of the hatch.  More details will follow.

August – Small Mouth:  We will hit a stream for some summer Smallie action.

September – Striper Trip:  We are going to try to put together another trip to the Chesapeake Bay.  The trip will be timed with the southerly migration of Stripers as they head to their wintering grounds.  

October – North Branch Potomac:  We will take another shot at the big browns up there again this year.  Here is a chance to use some of what Dan Hodkinson taught us in his presentation at the April meeting. 

November – Steelhead:  I would like to set up another steelhead outing.  The location will be announced later.

December – TBA:     

If anyone has any ideas, please contact me at: davidfulton@verizon.net or (240) 446-3371.  

See you at the meeting!  

See you on the 8th!  
Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte 

In June Ken Moser, club member, will present “Once in a Lifetime”, a fishing adventure to Costa Rica.

Trailer for Sale
Small wooden utility trailer for sale - great for hauling small equipment, firewood, camping gear - $200 OBO
Call either John 301-371-4205 or Don 301-371-5617
Support Your Local Fly Shop 

Hunting Creek Outfitters, North Market Street, Frederick. Club members, show your PVFF membership card and receive a discount on leader, tippet and fly-tying materials. Hunting Creek Outfitters along with Orvis is offering a FREE fly reel with any Orvis premier fly rod purchase.  In addition, sales on Sage rods are currently running.  
Kelly’s White Fly Shoppe

PO Box 835

133 W. German Street

Shepherdstown, WV  

Through the month of May:  sale on rods and reels by St Croix and Redington.

Last Cast by Don Fine
Shad Fishing 
Years ago I remember reading an article by Jim Gilford in the FNP “Drumming Log” regarding fly fishing for shad. At that time my first impression was “why would anyone want to compete with other anglers to catch a fish that you wouldn’t want to eat, and especially one that looked like a large silver minnow”. As I just said, that was a long time ago; probably before I was an advocate of catch and release and certainly long before I had an understanding of the history of the annual shad migration and its impact on colonial history and the local economy during that period. Shad (hickory and American) species range from Florida to Maine, with largest populations occurring in Chesapeake Bay and coastal North Carolina. It is a schooling anadromous species that inhabits marine waters, probably never far from land. Adults enter estuaries and freshwater tributaries to spawn during the spring.
To continue my story, some years later I had the opportunity to fish Deer Creek in northeastern Maryland around the time of the hickory shad migration. That trip was a double-header that included fishing one evening for shad and the next morning fishing on Susquehanna Flats for large stripers. To make a long story short, I did not catch any shad on that trip and only one striper. I was further disenchanted with fishing for shad and so for another ten year period, I had no interest in fly fishing for shad. Then in 2007, several PVFF members put together a fly fishing outing on Deer Creek, during the shad run. The camaraderie of our group combined with hitting the shad during its peak totally changed my outlook, such that I am now eager each spring for the “shad bushes” to bloom signaling the start of the hickory shad migration in Deer Creek. In 2008 and again last week (April 24th) I joined several club members for a day shad fishing. Each of these outings were great trips and good fishing. Admittedly, the fishing this year did not have the high numbers of fish that we experienced last year, but the weather and water conditions might have contributed to that difference. April 24, 2009 was two days after a stretch of cold, rainy days. Deer Creek was on the high side and water cooler than before. Also, we went about a week earlier than the previous two years. These observations should be kept in mind for the future. Consider the weather and water conditions before planning next year’s trip. While you may have more competition on the stream, being there at the right time (date and time of day) is going to make a difference in your success. 
Fly color also seems to be a factor to keep in mind. We (fishing companions) each have our favorite color combinations (red/yellow, red/white, orange/white, orange/chartreuse, pink/white and a new one this year, the Pittsburgh Steelers combination). While I am sure that shad will hit any of these color combinations on a particular day because, like salmonoids, shad strike at the shad dart instinctively and for reasons other than hunger. Nevertheless, there are times when the shad ignore one pattern in preference to another. 
Another factor that leads to shad fishing success is location, location, location. Most probably my lack of success on that shad trip some years back was my failure to understand stream structure and where shad rest during their upstream migration. In moving upstream, shad will “stack up” in deeper sections, pools and areas of where the current slows, prior to running the next set of riffles/rapids. Rest assured, if you have difficulty locating fish during the run, look for the obvious sign; a relatively large number of other anglers standing approximately 20 yards apart, waving a fishing rod in the air.

Tight lines and S curves


PVFF FAMILY PICNIC

JUNE 13, 2009  

12:00PM – 4:00 PM

MIDDLETOWN PARK, PAVILON #2, MIDDLETOWN MD, BESIDE 

THE POND, TROUT, BLUEGILLS, ETC.

DIRECTIONS: ATL. 10 WEST TOWARDS BOONSBORO, APPROACHING 

MIDDLETOWN,GOPASS THE SHOPPING CTR. ON THE RIGHT, TURN RIGHT 

ON COBLENTZ RD., CONTINUE TO PARK ON LEFT, THRU 4 SAY STOP.

BRING LAWN CHAIRS, THIS IS OUR FOURTH ANNUAL FAMILY 

PICNIC, WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO BRING YOUR WIVES, 

HUSBANDS KIDS, GRANDKIDS, MOTHER-IN-LAW, ETC.

FOOD WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM 12:30-1:30

CLUB WILL PROVIDE HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FOR GRILLING, 

PLATES, CUPS, AND UTENSILS, DRINKS AND ICE.  IF YOU WOULD 

LIKE YOU MAY BRING LEMONADE OR TEA.  FAMILES ARE ASKED TO 

BRING A COVEREDDISH OR DESSERT TO SHARE.  

WE WILL HAVE A SIGN –UP SHEET AT THE  MEETINGS!

PLEASE CALL DONNA AT 301-371-4205 OR EMAIL AT BFFISHING@COMCAST.NET TO LET US KNOW IF YOUR ARE COMING, HOW MANY WILL BE ATTENDING AND WHAT YOU WILL BRING TO THE PICNIC:  VEGETABLE OR DESSERT. 

WE ALSO NEED TO KNOW THE AGE OF ALL THE YOUNG FISHERS THRU 14 YEARS OF AGE.

CONTACTS:
   JOHN AND DONNA BROGNARD, 301-371-4205.   WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL HELP THAT OUR MEMBERSHIP MAY PROVIDE.

FISHING  CONTEST FOR CHILDREN 1:30-3:00

 “WHO CATCHES THE BIGGEST FISH IN A GIVEN TIME” 

AND “ WHO CATCHES THE MOST FISH IN A GIVEN TIME.”

AGE GROUPS:  4-6,  7-10,  11 – 14

PLEASE BRING A BUCKET FOR FISH CAUGHT!!

THERE ARE TWO VERY NICE PLAYGROUNDS NEAR THE PAVILLION.  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL THERE! IT IS GOING TO BE A FUN DAY.  

WE HAVE THE PAVILLION FOR THE ENTIRE DAY, SO PLEASE FEEL FREE 

TO COME EARLY OR STAY LATE.

2009   

   POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)
Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2009


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2007


President	Don Fine  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	Jon Thames


2yr Director	David Fulton     


1yr Director 	John Brognard       


Past President	Lou Stohlman  





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout In the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard
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