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TUESDAY, November 11th
Ready for a Road Trip?  A Few New Places to Fish.
By Larry Forte

Interested in fishing someplace different? Perhaps it is time for a road trip!

For our next meeting, on November 11, we have put together a different type of program for you. The evening’s program is called “Road Trip” and the goal is to give everyone a few ideas about different places to fish outside of our local waters. 

If you are like me, going on “Road Trip” is an exciting adventure because I am usually heading out of town for a few days to fish someplace different. However, without some advanced research or a friend who is familiar the water, it can be difficult to know the ins and outs of a particular river or stream. Our plan is to provide you with such information. Don Fine, Karen Baker and I will talk about several of our favorite fishing spots that we like to visit when we are taking a road trip. For each spot, we will talk about where to fish, when to fish, what flies to use and what hatches to expect.   

Here are the fishing spots we will discuss:  

Mossy Creek, VA: One of the Old Dominion’s most famous trout streams know for its big browns.

Penns Creek, PA:  This limestone stream is 25 miles east of State College and is full of picky native brown trout.  

Outer Banks: A great location to try your luck for false albacore on Harkers Island in November.

The San Juan River: Fishing for large rainbows and browns with midges.

Maybe it is time to start planning your next road trip. After our November meeting, you will have plenty of locations to consider. 

I hope you can join us on Tuesday, the 11th. 


CALENDAR of EVENTS:

November 11
Road Trip: Fishing Trips 
                        Within Driving Distance

                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

November 18
Board of Directors   

                        Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

December 9
Annual Travelogue  
                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte 
We have some great programs scheduled for the next couple of months.

December: Our annual Travelogue. This is one of our more popular meetings each year. 
If you are interested in sharing with fellow club members your fishing adventures from this year, please let me know and I will put you on the evening’s schedule. Send me an e-mail at lbforte@verizon.net
January: Susan Rivers – Biologist, Maryland DNR. She will discuss the threat of didymo and whirling disease in our local waters.

Getting started, Loan-A- Rod Program by Jon Thames 

Keep in mind the club has two 5-weight rod and reel combos available for loan. These are shorter, "kid friendly" 7 1/2 foot rods; this might be a great way to introduce your young fisher to fly-fishing.

We also have an 8-weight 9 foot that is available to any club member interested in trying a bigger rod.  Those going to the ocean, the Bay, or any of the larger fresh waters locally might consider trying this rod before investing in a rod this size or larger.   
If anyone is interested in purchasing similar equipment the combos came from L. L. Bean, but before you order remember that Don Fine and John Brognard make beautiful rods in different price ranges.  I fish with a beautiful 5-weight from Don. 

Give me a call at 301-663-0707 work or 301-788-2482 cell and we can arrange for you to try this equipment. 


A Day with Club Guide Dan Hodkinson  by John Brognard
On a beautiful day in October, Donna and I had the pleasure of being with our club guide Dan Hodkinson. Amy Morrell was also with us and provided much of the fun we had on the trip. We fished a section of the Potomac somewhere above Brunswick. 

We could not have asked for a better day with the air temperature around 70 degrees and the water temperature around 50 degrees. Dan's boat is an 18-foot G3 tunnel hull jet boat with a 90/65 four stroke Yamaha. The boat is made in Lebanon Missouri. It is capable of speeds of about 37 mph and runs in about 6 inches of water. The raised front and rear decks allow for good fly fishing for two anglers. Dan really knows the river and took us through some rapids that reminded Donna and I of our trip to Alaska on the Aniak River.

Dan is an excellent guide and knows where to look for the Muskellunge. I have dreamed of catching a Muskie sense I was a teenager. BTW, we were not fly fishing on this adventure. As many of you will remember, John Mullican talked about fishing for Muskies and mentioned that it is difficult to catch just one Muskie with big lures and much more difficult on a Fly rod; maybe next time.

Well within the first two hours, we had a Muskie in the boat thanks to Dan's guidance and Amy's casting expertise and persistence. Amy landed a 36” beauty and we were all very excited, but not as much as Amy was. She could not stop her knees from shaking.  After another hour of fishing, we decided to stop for a shore lunch and some good conversation. Dan and Amy are conservationists and very concerned about our environment. Dan is also very concerned about our fishery and our wild game fish.

Back in the boat, Dan decided to take us further up river. We approached a riffle and started fishing. As we drifted through some productive looking water, Dan instructed us on where to cast and what to expect in the event one of the bug guys hit. Sure enough, I hooked up and the fun began. Just as the Muskie struck, my reel came loose on my rod so I had to hold it on the rod during the entire fight. I told Dan about my problem and he said, “Do you want me to help fix the reel or net the fish?” My immediate response was “net the fish”. The Muskie made several spectacular jumps; it was one of the most exciting fights I have experienced.  Dan provided verbal guidance throughout the fight and was instrumental in me landing my first ever Muskie. What a blast!

The day would have been wonderful being with Dan and Amy, even if we had not caught fish. The fish were a wonderful bonus. I recommend you book a trip with Dan because he is an excellent guide. He guides many local streams for Muskie, Smallmouth and Largemouth Bass, Walleye and Trout. You may even have the pleasure of having Amy join you on your trip.


Last Cast  
Minutiae – by Don Fine

Minutiae is defined by Webster as smallness or relatively unimportant details. Well, I am here to tell you that only one of these two definitions applies to fishing for large trout. In early October, Ruby and I were fortunate to have had the opportunity to fish the San Juan River in northwestern New Mexico, along with fishing compadres Noel and Leslie Gollehon and Doug and Anna Hutzell. In advance of our trip and having never fished the San Juan before, I read up on the river and queried Noel and Leslie (both originally from New Mexico and both experienced fly fishers on the San Juan) for information regarding equipment, flies, techniques, lodging, etc. Among the literature on the internet was the following: “The San Juan River...is one of the finest tail water fisheries. The 4.25 miles of San Juan quality water below the Navajo Dam holds over 80,000 trout. An average San Juan trout is 17” but trout over 20” are abundant. To fool these selective trout requires tiny flies, fine tippets, proper presentation and attention to detail”. Little did I know that our experience would prove all of this statement to be true. I quickly came to realize that the approach to fly fishing success on the San Juan would be “matching the hatch”, and in this case the hatch would be small midges and Baetis species (the small blue winged olives). A phone call to our guide confirmed everything that Noel had told me, including fly size and color. I started tying each of the recommended midge patterns in all the recommended colors and in sizes 22-24. This is where the definition of smallness = minutiae is true. Though I have tied flies in this size range before, little did I realize that trophy size trout are highly selective when they are feeding on a midge hatch. Though they have a brain the size of a pea, San Juan trout and trout in general can distinguish subtle colors, size and physical features that I had trouble seeing even when magnified under my fly tying lamp. This is where Webster’s second definition of minutiae comes up short. Minutiae does not = of relatively unimportant details, when it comes to fly design and presentation of small flies. 

Well, to get to the rest of the story. Therefore, in advance of the fishing trip, I tied as many midges as I could, along with pulling together a myriad of other small patterns from my collection. Nevertheless, Noel, Doug and I still stopped in one of the local New Mexico fly shops to pick up an additional dozen plus midge patterns, just to be sure that we were not caught shorthanded on the river. Our first full day on the San Juan, Ruby and I float-fished with a guide (Ron Norse from Jerry’s Guide Service,) and we were both quite successful right from the start. By the way, Ron was one of the finest fly fishing guides we have ever met/used; I would recommend him highly to anyone fishing the San Juan. Ron rigged our rods with new leader and tippet and tied on Baetis (~size 20) patterns on a double fly rig with either an egg or leach pattern as the second fly. It soon became evident that the fish were keyed on the Baetis and we pretty much followed that scheme all day. What intrigued me was that the trout could distinguish the slightest difference between Ron’s Baetis nymph and Baetis emerger patterns, even to the amount of body and wing material on the latter. 

As a relatively experienced fly fisher, I knew the importance of mending one’s line to achieve a long and effective drift. But that day of fishing with Ron made me keenly aware of the presence and effect of micro-drag on my fly line. Ron also reinforced the skill of detecting subtle strikes, which paid off in the number of “takes” of our nymphs. While it is true that some of the fish took the nymphs with vengeance, there were many more strikes that only “ticked” our float indicators. By the end of the day both Ruby and me had landed numerous trout over 17” and several 19” and 20” fish, these being only a small proportion of the number that broke our tippets or that we failed to hook. 

My second day of my fishing consisted of wade fishing the upper stretch of the river below Navajo Dam with Noel, Doug and Noel’s brother-in-law (Tom Slade). And while my “catching” average was lower on the second day than two of my three companions, the skills that I learned from our guide Ron paid off.  To have a citation trout take my size 22 zebra midge imitation amidst a “million plus” midge hatch was a thrill of a lifetime. 

Tight lines and S curves 

Note - If you are interested in fishing the San Juan, I highly recommend at least one day hiring a guide. Ron Norse partners with Jerry Saiz of Jerry’s Guide Service – their web site is www.jerrysguideservice.net, phone 505-632-7302. Both of these fellows are hard working, extremely knowledgeable about the fish and the river, and dedicated to making your experience pleasant and rewarding
POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2008


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2007





President	Don Fine  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	David Fulton


2yr Director	John Brognard     


1yr Director 	Jon Thames       


Past President	Lou Stohlman  





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout In the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard
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