November 2009
[image: image1.jpg]


STREAMLINES
[image: image2.jpg]




Vol. 18, No. 9







www.pvflyfish.org


TUESDAY, November 10
Problems in the Potomac Watershed: A Report by the US Fish and Wildlife Service

By Larry Forte

For the past several years, we have been hearing more and more about “intersex” fish in our local streams including the Potomac River. Male fish are demonstrating the same characteristics as female fish. Researchers are finding that male smallmouth bass are growing eggs. What is concerning is that no one seems to know what is causing the problems. Discharge from sewage plants and agriculture runoff are just 2 of the possible causes. The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFS) just completed a six-year study of the problem and we will hear the results at our next monthly meeting.

Join us on Tuesday, November 10, as we welcome Chris Guy, with the USFS. Chris has been with the department for 15 years and for the past 4 years, he has focused on the “intersex” problem. He is one of the authors of the 6-year study and the title of his presentation is “Assessment of Endocrine Disruption in Smallmouth Bass  and Largemouth Bass in the Potomac River Watershed". Their survey looked into “endocrine distributors”, which are pollutants that disrupt an animal’s chemical 
system. The study found that in some cases as many as 82% and 100% of the male fish population displayed female characteristics. For the study, the USFS researched 3 rivers: (1) the Potomac River, (2) the Monocacy River and (3) Conococheague Creek. 

Unfortunately, the results of the survey do not point to one specific cause of the problem.  Scientists now feel that the problems are caused by a combination of factors. This includes pesticides, animal hormones and sewage. However, what is interesting is that the Potomac’s smallmouth bass population is at a 20-year high.

It promises to be an informative evening. Join is on the 10th and learn more about this puzzling problem in our local waters.

Also, for more information about the “intersex” fish problem, please see Dan Neuland’s recent article in the Frederick News Post: (www.fredericknewspost.com/sections/art_Life/display_travelOutdoors.htm?StoryID=9687) 

Membership Renewal by Ruby Fine
Please remember that membership dues for 2010 are due by December 31, 2009.  There is a renewal form at the end of this newsletter. 

Upcoming Meetings by Larry Forte

We have some great programs scheduled for the next few months. This includes the following:

December: Our annual Travelogue. This is one of our more popular meetings each year. 
If you are interested in sharing with fellow club members your fishing adventures from this year, please let me know and I will put you on the evening’s schedule. Send me an e-mail at lbforte@verizon.net
January: Club members Elizabeth and Dick Penna, will discuss fly-fishing for silver salmon in Alaska’s Togiak River. Learn about catching 13 lb silver salmon in this beautiful wilderness area. 
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

November 10
Problems on the Potomac River Watershed
                        Maryland School for the Deaf Frederick, MD7: PM
November 18  Fly Tiers Roundtable 


Hobbytown 



Frederick, MD  6:30 PM


November 24
Board of Directors  
                        Frederick Library 7: PM
Outings by David Fulton
2009 is almost over, but we still have one more outing ahead of us, and I am very excited about it!

November – Steelhead:  On November 6 through November 9, we are going up to Cattaraugus Creek in NY.  Rods will range from fly rods of 9-10.5 feet in 6-8 weight, all the way up to spey rods around 13 feet in 7 weight.  Flies will include dead drifted nymphs and eggs, and streamers on the swing.  The timing of this trip will allow us to target aggressive fish that will move to smash a swung fly.  Our back-up date is November 20 through November 23. 

I am open to suggestions for December, if anyone has any ideas.  Soon, it will be 2010, and I am looking forward to some great outings.  

If anyone would like to sign up for an outing, or has any ideas for outings, I can be reached at davidfulton@verizon.net or (240) 446-3371.   

See you at the meeting!  


Support Your Local Fly Shop 
Hunting Creek Outfitters, North Market Street, Frederick. Club members, show your PVFF membership card and receive a discount on leader, tippet and fly-tying materials. 
Specail Discounts to all PVFF Members 

Hunting Creek Outfitters is now an authorized SIMMS dealer.  Come see some of the finest waders, boots, jackets, vests, clothing, gear and more from one of the industries leading manufactures.  As a special offer to PVFF club members, for the month of November only, take 10% off any in stock Simms product.  And while you're there check out all the other great stuff too.  As always all PVFF members recieve 10% off all flies, leaders, tippets and tying materials. 

Kelly’s White Fly Shoppe

PO Box 835

133 W. German Street

Shepherdstown, WV  
From Kelly’s White Fly Shop:  We are having a sale on Patagonia rubber soled wading shoes from now until Presidents day, Riverwalker Stickys, normally $160.00, are now $120.00. 

PVFF Roundtable-November 18
The PVFF fly-tying roundtable during the month of November will feature Frank Thompson, a long-time member of PVFF.  

The Roundtable, held on November 18, starts at 6:30pm at Hobbytown, East Street in Frederick. You need only to bring your basic fly-tying equipment to participate. 

Feedback Requested by Don Fine

On October 17, PVFF celebrated a successful 42nd Annual Banquet at the Amvets Post #9 in Middletown. Traditionally, the PVFF Annual Banquet is held during the month of October which is a busy time of year, as evidenced by many club members who were unable to attend due to family or personal schedule conflicts. 
The PVFF Board of Directors has considered the possibility of changing the time of year for future annual banquet. As such, the Board is seeking feedback from the members at large as to whether changing the banquet to another time period (e. g. winter, spring, or summer) might provide opportunity for more to attend. Please respond by phone (301-371-5617) or email donbffishing@comcast.net.  

Trailer for Sale
Small wooden utility trailer for sale - great for hauling small equipment, firewood, camping gear - $200 OBO
Call either John 301-371-4205 or Don 301-371-5617
Last Cast by Don Fine
Healing Waters

This month’s Last Cast article is not a sermon on baptism, albeit, as we all know Jesus of Nazareth was a fisherman and anytime I am standing knee deep in a stream there is a healing quality felt. Instead, I am referring to Project Healing Waters program, previously coined and referred to by some as the Wounded Warriors Program. In brief, the basis of the program is the rehabilitation of our servicemen and women who were injured while in service to our country. Initially the Project Healing Waters was aimed at recognizing and supporting recently-returned injured Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, but now encompasses veterans of any of America’s International conflicts.  

While the Healing Waters program may not have originated at the veteran’s hospital in Washington, D.C., it was there that I first became acquainted with it several years ago. John Colburn, former Education Chairman for the Mid Atlantic Council/Federation of Fly Fishers introduced fly tying to wounded veterans at the hospital as a means of physical therapy. Though it seemed incomprehensible at the time, John was able to teach individuals to tie flies despite their injuries. The next reach of faith and therapy for the Program was providing opportunities for these folks to fly fish, which is the principal subject of this article.

Over the past several years, PVFF members have joined with those of Antietam Fly Anglers and Creekside Anglers for one or more of the Project Healing Waters outings on Beaver Creek in nearby Washington County. On these occasions, each club member has the opportunity to guide and/or assist one or more of the veterans with their fly fishing skills. At the recent Project Healing Waters outing, I had the opportunity to meet and work with Ryan Ferre, a young officer who was wounded in Iraq in 2006. 

The outings generally start off with a brief overview by Doug Hutzell, Antietam club host, after which we volunteers (e.g. myself, Chuck Dinkel, Ted Bruszewski, and Dan Hodkinson) are introduced to and pair off with one of the veterans. Ryan introduced himself to me with words to the following, “I want to fish with you, because you old guys know all the tricks”. This made a profound impression on me if you know what I mean. 

After setting up his rod, Ryan asked my advice on fly selection to fish that section of Beaver Creek. Looking at his fly box, I recommended that he start with a bead head woolly bugger. Despite the tight stream-side foliage and his handicap, Ryan was able to cast the fly across stream and shortly had a very nice rainbow follow and take the bugger. After several runs the trout managed to free itself but Ryan was elated that he was the first to hook into a fish. Shortly after that, a second rainbow pursued the fly, but Ryan missed a hookup on that fish. Ryan’s determination prevailed when the third and biggest rainbow latched onto the bugger. This time Ryan was successful in bringing the fish to shore and allowed me the honor of netting his 26-inch rainbow. I could not have been prouder had I caught the fish myself. Not long after Ryan and I worked our way up stream to where Dan was guiding another veteran. Dan suggested that Ryan try a sow bug imitation and almost immediately Ryan hooked into another decent rainbow. What a day of fishing for this young fellow and for his “old guy” mentor! 

Several days later Ryan called to thank me for guiding him and teaching him some new skills at fly fishing.  In return, I thanked him for the opportunity to meet a new fishing friend and in a small way to give back to those who sacrificed their lives for the freedoms that we all enjoy. As of the end of October, Ryan completed his rehabilitation and he and his family have now moved south so that he can continue his college training. Having exchanged contact information, I am sure to hear more about Ryan’s fishing adventures, as he will hear about mine. 

Tight lines and S curves


2010


       POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

          MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________    ________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



    (First)



If family membership, other names: __________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (for e-mailing newsletter) __________________________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___Yes ___No   Membership Dues:  ___ $12.00 single or    ___ $17.00 family

How did you hear about PVFF?     __Outdoor Show       __Website       __Friend      __Newspaper       __ Other

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:




Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2010


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______



Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401

Card given ______ New ______  Renewal _____  Life__________

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705
www.pvflyfish.org
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Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Fly Tying & Tackle	Don Fine


Clinics & Seminars	Larry Forte


Conservation		Randy Inmon


			John Brognard


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Newsletter		Lou Stohlman 


Programs		Larry Forte & 


			Chuck Dinkel


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout in the Classroom	Chuck Dinkel


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2007


President	Don Fine  


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker  


Treasurer	Chad Baker  


3yr Director	Jon Thames


2yr Director	David Fulton     


1yr Director 	John Brognard       


Past President	Lou Stohlman  
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