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UPCOMING EVENTS:

December 10
General Membership Meeting


Annual Travelogue Program


Maryland School for the Deaf


7 p.m.

January 11-12
The Fly Fishing Show, Reckord Armory, U. of Maryland, College Park, MD


9-5pm

January 14
General Membership Meeting


Maryland School for the Deaf


7 p.m.

January 21
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable


Hobbytown, Frederick, MD


7 p.m.

January 28
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

The President’s Line by Ron Graunke

YIM2busy. I've never figured out how some people manage to cram activities into their 24-hour suitcase of life and still go fishing. I could understand if they were retired but most of the guys I know that are retired complain they never get enough time to go. They 're too busy.... Explain that to me. A local radio evangelist said that retirement is not biblical with the exception of the Levites. (No they didn't wear jeans) Their job was to carry the poles of the Ark of the Covenant across the desert, above the river Jordan and still they too never made it to the promise land. They retired.... I guess, because they were plum wore out carrying that box for 40 years. Moses worked and worked and the closest he got to water was the bulrushes or the Red Sea, albeit a 30 year respite with his first wife on the desert next to Sinai watching sheep. (Now there's a great stress filled job). And then he went to his forefathers, in other words died. It never says "and Moses went fishing while he was crossing some stream in his retirement". 

(Talk about your drought). 

I try to live my life according to biblical principles and I trip and fall just like the Levites. The good news is there are few more guys that carry the load. Just like the club. The question arises why are we working so hard to slow down and just go fishing once and a while and enjoy the ride apiece and be thankful for just today. We do the canning theory. Do all we can for as long as we can. Collect as much we can. Can it. Then sit on our can. Yet we live longer than our predecessors, and retire sometimes longer than we WORK. Go figure. This theory extends to our fly boxes! We bring a couple hundred flies to the river and fish with a dozen sure-fire killers with eternal hope for hours at length. Moses had one rod...no ferrules and did just fine. 

Once in a while the creator of heaven and earth gives you a slow down button. It landed on me the other day while working. . "It's too cold and windy to go fishing", I lamented. A small size 22 black stone landed on me. Wow! It was thankful. I was thankful. It made me stop and think how great things come in small packages...from up above. After all you could be a stonefly or a turkey.

December Meeting by Pete Cook

Our December program is our annual Travelogue photograph show and tell and in addition, a swap and sell. As you may recall, members are asked to bring in fishing and outdoor prints and slides you took this year. The photos, slides, or picture albums could be of any subject matter as long as they were loosely related to fishing or the outdoors. So, whether it’s that secret bass pond or a trip to Cozumel or wherever, bring your photo memories and share with us your adventure. Presentations should be limited to 7-8 minutes.

We will also have a swap and sale prior to our travelogue. So if you have fishing gear, flies, boots, fly tying materials, etc. you want to sell or swap bring those in and see if anyone is interested in your articles or merchandise.


November Meeting by Ted Bruszewski

The owner of the Back Water Angler in 

 Monkton, Maryland, Thieux {Theo} Le Gardieur, presented a slide show and talk on the Gunpowder River. The Gunpowder is a tail water fishery that flows from Pretty Boy Reservoir to Loch Raven Reservoir.

 Theo’s slides emphasized the beauty of this stream and gave a feeling of the easy accessibility of the water to fly fishers. Theo mentioned a recent (October)

shocking of the stream by the DNR and volunteers that revealed a good number of wild brown trout through out the catch and release area. This is a fairly easy stream to wade and Theo said the trout were rising to small black        beetles that were dropping out of the overhanging trees. He invited us to come out visit him at his shop and have a go at  

these wild browns. This is a year round fishery that will provide novice and experienced fly fishers a good day afield.

Theo’s presentation was well received by all in attendance and we thank him again for coming out to speak to us.

Theo will also be speaking at the Fly Fishing Show in January at College Park on the Gunpowder if you missed him hear and still want to learn about the Gunpowder. Thanks Theo for an enjoyable program.

Revisions to PVFF Bylaws by Chuck Dinkel

If you have been reading your copy of Streamlines the last few months you will know that PVFF (Potomac Valley Fly Fishers) is now recognized as a non-profit, non-stock corporation in the state of Maryland.  This was accomplished through the efforts of Bill Lukens, a PVFF member with a background in the legal field. The Officers and Board Members of PVFF for some time have been concerned about the legal and financial liabilities of being an unincorporated organization.  Because of the always-present threat of a lawsuit in the litigious society in which we live it has been very difficult to attract member participation at the Officer and Board Member level. 

Now that this has been completed, Bill has offered to assist the club file for a 501(c)-exemption classification.  What this means is that PVFF would be exempt from both federal and state taxes.  There are distinct advantages to this status.  Manufactures and vendors of fly fishing equipment could declare a tax write-off for gifts or donations to our organization for our annual banquet, education and conservation efforts.  In the past some have been reluctant to or refused to make contributions because PVFF was not a 501-(c) organization.  In addition, it will be much simpler for PVFF to apply and qualify for grants or funding for conservation and stream improvement projects.

The existing set of Bylaws was adequate to obtain our incorporation.   However, there were several changes that Bill suggested be made to help assure that the 501 (c) process go smoothly.  Those articles and sections of the Bylaws that have been modified include Purpose; Membership, allowing Honorary Members the right to vote and hold office; separate Articles for Officers, Directors and Board of Directors, this helps clarify the duties and responsibilities of these positions.  

Your Board recommends these changes unanimously and Board members will be available to discuss these changes and answer any questions. 

At our meeting November 8, there will be copies of the Proposed By-Laws available to the membership. If you can't make the meeting and desire a copy of the Proposed By-Laws for review, contact Ron Graunke at 301-829-1183 or Chuck Dinkel at 301-831-3637 for a copy of the Proposed By-Laws. You will have a month to review the proposed changes and we will vote on the Proposed By-Laws at our December 10 meeting.

Membership by Chuck Dinkel

To date, 25 current members have renewed their membership.   Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  Dues for year 2003 can be paid using the form in Streamlines or by seeing Brad Homman or Chuck Dinkel at one of the monthly meetings.  Brad is one of the newer PVFF members who has gotten quite involved in the organization’s activities and recently stepped up and offered to assist with membership responsibilities.  Remember that individual member dues are still only $10.00 per year and family memberships are $15.00. If you feel generous perhaps you may wish to include a donation at the same time.  The money raised from dues and donations is used to support PVFF’s trout raising and conservation programs.  Dues must be paid by March 15, 2003 or you will be dropped from the list of active members.  Why wait!  Take 30 seconds now and fill out the form.  Mail it in or bring it to the December meeting.

Robert Moton Elementary School Fish Day by Chuck Dinkel

It was back to school for Ted Bruszewski and I on November 12, 2002 as we assisted 30 other volunteers, mainly from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, conduct its first Fish Day.  The students spent the day learning how to cast, tying flies, drawing underwater murals, painting fish T-shirts and other related activities.  At each station the volunteers taught fish biology, behavior habitat and how people can protect fish and other natural resources.

Few if any of the students had ever tied a fly before.  Ted and I came “prepared” with a half dozen of PVFF’s fly tying vises and kits.  Prior to the program we had made up over 100 kits for tying woolly worms. With the help of two DNR tiers the students and volunteers tied over 150 flies. New students arrived at the tying station every 45 minutes and things got a bit hectic at times, but the students were eager to learn and well-behaved. All involved in the day’s events agreed that the enthusiasm and excitement generated by the students made all the hard work and preparation worthwhile. Who knows, we may have planted the seeds for several future fly fishers and conservationists.

Future Programs by Ted Bruszewski

PVFF has two good programs coming up in the near future. On January 14th, we have Rhea Topping with Mayfly Adventures, Upperville, VA coming to speak to us on Rod Rage or Fly Fishing Etiquette, Which Do You Practice. Currently completing a book, ROD RAGE, which addresses fly fishing etiquette, Rhea has compiled and analyzed hundreds of worldwide stories and opinions, including those of many noted experts on both on and off water behavior: what is good, what is bad, and what to do about it. Her slide show on the same topic is not only fun, but also important for our survival. Don’t miss it!

Rhea was named Woman Fly Fisher of the Year by FFF in 1999 and is a certified master fly fishing instructor. Rhea also owns Mayfly Adventures and leads fly fishing adventures in various destinations of the world. 

Our other program is a special meeting jointly with the Antitiem Fly Anglers hosting Bob Clouser on March 8, a Saturday. Please note the change for March only. Chuck Dinkel has the details immediately below. So put these dates on your calendar.

Special March Program by Chuck Dinkel

Get your year 2003 calendar out now and mark the date Saturday March 8!  Through the efforts of several PVFF and Antietam Fly Anglers Board members, world renowned fly fisher, fly tier, and all around gentleman, Bob Clouser, will help us welcome in spring with a full day of activities.  More details will be provided as events and activities are finalized, however we do know right now that Bob will be conducting a fly tying class and speaking to PVFF and Antietam Fly Anglers members in a special evening program. If you have friends who might be interested in participating they must be a member of either PVFF or AFA or pay $10 to attend the evening program.  Stay tuned for more information on this exciting event with Bob Clouser.

Beginners Corner by Jon Thames

Waders, hippers and the other half of keeping dry from the waist down will be the topic discussed at the December Beginners Corner prior to the speaker. We will review how to types and choices of water wear while wading the stream, salt or lake. Stop at the Beginners table and look at some of the options. 
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

Fly tyer’s roundtable will resume January 18 at Hobbytown in Frederick beginning at 7 p.m. below is the schedule for this year’s roundtable.  Chuck Dinkel and Ted Bruszewski will lead us in tying the LaFontaine emerger caddis pupa and the LaFontaine deep pupa.

Here is the schedule for 2003.

Jan 21
LaFontaine Pupa

Feb 18 
Humpy/Stimulator

March 18 
Deer Hair Bass Flies

April 15
Matuka Streamer

May 20 
Letort Cricket/Foam Beetle

June 24
Weighted nymphs
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The Fly Fishing Show by Pete Cook

The Fly Fishing Show will be January 11–12, 2002 at the Reckord Armory, University of Maryland in College Park, MD. Cost is $12 daily or $20 for two days. Seminars and classes with the experts are offered. For more information call 1-800-420-7582 or online at www.flyfisngshow.com or e-mail: flyfishingshow@aol.com

Fly Tying Classes by Karen Baker

Introductory Fly Tying Class - learn basic techniques in tying fishing flies including wet and dry flies, streamers and nymph patterns. Hands-on instruction from skilled fly-tiers includes techniques for fishing fly patterns.  Tentatively, PVFF plans a  complete course consisting of four or five two-hour sessions conducted by Don Fine. There is a course fee of $25/student, which includes tying materials. 

Classes are scheduled for Hobbytown, Frederick, MD beginning Feb. 19, 26, March 5, 19 and possibly 26 from 7 to 9 PM. Call Don Fine at 301-371-5617 for information, directions, and to reserve a slot in the class. 

FLY OF THE MONTH 

H & L VARIANT

(a.k.a. HOUSE AND LOT)

In 1991 my son Hilary and I were fishing Millionaire's pool on the Henry's Fork of the Snake River, near Last Chance, Idaho with his friend, Lori Ann Murphy. He knew her in Seattle before she became a well-known guide. She told us that President Eisenhower used the H & L Variant when he fished Millionaire's Pool as a guest of the Harriman family. Many people and several books also tell us that the H & L Variant was President Eisenhower's favorite fly. It is so easy to see that it should be everybody's favorite.

My references back to 1960 talk about the H & L Variant or House and Lot, but the tying instructions were a little confusing. One book had a picture of it, and the hackles were extremely long - three to four times the gap width - which does fit one definition of variant. Most tiers and other references said that it should have normal size hackle. Certainly Ed Thomas from Montana who tied it at the 1993 FFF Show and Lory Watkins from Washington who tied the pictured fly at the 2002 FFF Show use a normal hackle length.

Fish it in a stream is like any dry fly using a floating line and drag free float. At one time I thought that "drag free float" was just something-magazine writers made up to fill space. However in the 50's, Yellowstone National Park browns and rainbows convinced me that it is important. 

Materials:
Hook: Mustad 94840 or Tiemco TMC 100, 100BL or 900BL, 10-18
Thread: White 3/0 and Black 6/0
Tail: White calf body or calf tail hair
Body: Rear half stripped peacock quill, front half peacock herl
Wing: White calf body or calf tail hair, upright and divided
Hackle: Furnace

Tying Steps:
1. I always smash the barb first. Start the thread at mid-shank and make a thread base rearward. Lory starts with white thread, and Ed uses black from start to finish. 

2. Cut a bundle of calf body hair or straight calf tail a little bigger in diameter than the hook's eye. Clean out the fuzz and short hair and stack it. Tie on a shank length tail, trim butts and wind a thread base forward toward the eye before bringing it back to the 1/3rd point.

3. Cut another bundle of calf hair about twice the size of the first. Clean out fuzz and short hair and stack it. Tie in bundle with tips forward one shank length. Hold the hair toward you (assuming that you wind away from you over top of hook) to it on top of the shank. Trim butts to match butts from tail, taper the body a little and make a smooth thread base for the body.

4. In tying flies to catch fish there is usually more than one way to accomplish the task. Ed and Lory tie the wings differently. Try both ways and see which one you like.

5. A. Ed's method: Divide hair and use a figure eight to put wings into almost a spinner position. Post each wing by winding up the wing bundle and then down again. If the thread slips off the wing, then use a little less thread tension, more calf hair or both. Do a figure eight on top of wings and drop the bobbin. Now just pull up wings to position them instead of pulling the thread. Put one or two thread wraps behind the wings.
B. Lory's method: Pull up tips and wind thread in front of wings to stand them up. Divide hair and wind thread in a figure eight to keep hair divided. Post each wing. Put a drop of cement on the base of each wing and body. At this point Lory ties off the white thread and attaches the 6/0 black thread.

6. Strip about 2 inches of the fuzz off the butt part of a peacock herl using your thumb and first finger. If you have never used this method of stripping herls, you will probably break a few before you get the pressure right. (I find that a newly trimmed thumbnail helps.) Attach the quill under the shank and pull down on quill as you wind thread rearward to the bend. Return thread to mid-shank. Wrap the stripped quill forward. If the quill splits or breaks as it is wrapped, soak it in water first. 

7. With a little practice the quill will run out and the herl start at the point 3/4ths back along the shank from the eye. If there is a little too much stripped quill, wrap a little forward of the 3/4th point and then back to the 3/4th point so the herl starts there. Then wrap the peacock herl forward to the mid-point, secure it and trim. (If all else fails, wrap on the quill and tie it off. Then tie on herl and wrap it forward to the mid-point.) Some recipes call for counter wrapping the quill and herl with fine gold wire.

8. Tie on a hackle and secure shaft under hook to in front of wing or put shaft between the wings and tie down. Pull hackle forward before starting to wrap. Put three wraps behind wings and three in front. Stop wrapping on top of hook and secure. If you clip off a few fibers on top when trimming it is OK. 

9. Finish the head and put on a little cement. 

I cannot guarantee that this tie is identical to the pattern that President Eisenhower used, but even without that information there are many expert fly casters who use the H & L Variant. It is a great dry fly.

This article was from the FFF Website. 

For Sale

1. Plano 757 Tackle box – many Rapalas, jitterbugs, jig-pigs, grubs, jig heads, etc.

2. Fenwick 5.6 hip roof tackle box – plugs, spoons, Erie Dearies, jig-heads, plastic worms, mice, lure retriever, etc.

3. Plano #1122 Magnum lure and worm box full of goodies.

I will have these items at the December meeting. Come see-make an offer on any one or all items.

                             Ted Bruszewski


POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.  Membership Dues: $10.00, Family Dues: $15.00

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ Date: _________



(Last)


(First)


(Middle Initial)

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________



(Street)



(City)

(State)

(ZIP)

Home phone: _____________________________________ Business phone: ____________________________    

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you now a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____________ No______________

Send membership applications and renewals to: Potomac Valley Fly Fishers





              P. O. Box 3001





              Frederick, MD 21705

-TEAR OFF AND RETURN-

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.com
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PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2003


President	Ron Graunke


President-Elect	Chuck Dinkel


Secretary	Chuck Dinkel


Treasurer	Tommy Marks


3yr Director	Jon Thames


2yr Director	Karen Baker


1yr Director 	Everett Francis


Past President	Ted Bruszewski	





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		Chuck Dinkel


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings		


Conservation		James Parker


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon
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