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 Boy Scouts of America (BSA) National Jamboree

The Fly Fishing Merit Badge by Chuck Dinkel

A great opportunity awaits PVFF members to help start young men on their fly-fishing journey.  The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) have added the Fly Fishing

Merit Badge and are looking to the FFF and other fly fishing organizations to assist the scouts in fulfilling the requirements of this very popular new merit badge.  

FFF clubs and their members have been assisting the Scouts with the Fly Fishing Merit Badge at the local level for a couple of years now.  Over 2,000 scouts have obtained, or started their merit badges with the help of FFF members serving as merit badge counselors and advisors.  

There is a new need for volunteers to serve as merit badge counselors and advisors. The BSA National Jamboree will be held at Fort A.P. Hill,

Caroline County, Virginia from July 25 through August 3.  The BSA needs volunteers to teach these scouts from all over the country that will be interested in working toward obtaining this badge.  It is estimated that as many as 3,000 scouts will work on this badge at the Jamboree. Volunteers will be needed for multiple days.  This is a great opportunity to assist youth in fulfilling the requirements for this merit badge.

For more information on the Jamboree and the requirements for the Fly

Fishing Merit Badge contact Matt Wilhelm at 406-222-9369 or email Matt at educate@fedlyfishers.org.  The worldwide web has additional information at www.fedflyfishers.org <http://www.fedflyfishers.org/> or www.scouts.com.
December Program by Pete Cook

December is the Travelogue Program for our members. You are our program from your fishing trips and traveling you made this year. So get out your albums and your slides for the annual show and tell. Whether you have been to Timbuktu or Big Hunting Creek as your favorite fishing Shangri-La it does not matter, let us see where you are going. If you intend to show slides or a Power Point Presentation contact Chuck Dinkel. We have both types of projectors and slide trays for you. Each presentation should not exceed 10 minutes so we all have the opportunity to show where we went.

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

December 14
Annual Travelogue Show, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

January 4
Board of Directors


Frederick County Library, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

January 11
Tom Bratlik, Leader Making, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

January 15-16
The Fly Fishing Show, Reckord Armory, U. of MD, College Park, MD, 9-5pm

January 18 
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable, Hobbytown, East Street, Frederick, MD 7-8:30 pm

January 24
Beginners Fly Tying Course, 5 weeks, Hobbytown, East Street, Frederick, MD

January 25
Board of Directors


Frederick County Library, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

February 8
Jay Shepherd, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

Clark’s Fork of the Yellowstone River by Don Fine

Clark’s Fork of the Yellowstone River named after William Clark of the Lewis and Clark fame has Wyoming’s only designated Wild and Scenic River. It originates high in the Beartooth Mountains on the northwest borders of Wyoming and southwest Montana and then flows southeasterly into Wyoming for approximately 40 miles before re-entering Montana where it flows north to join the Yellowstone River near Laurel, MT. 

The Clark’s Fork headwaters are near Cooke City, MT and the river is less than 50 feet in width. The river is fast flowing with eager brookies along with Yellowstone cutthroats and rainbows. The Middle Section of the river begins below Hunter Peak Campground. Here the river is wider with long runs, some pocket water and riffles. Just below the Campground, the river begins to plummet through a thousand foot drop referred to as the canyon section. Along the canyon section additional excellent trout streams, like Crandall Creek and Dead Indian Creek add their flow to the Clark’s Fork. Wading in this section can be treacherous. The canyon section’s recommended fishing period starts by August 1, but later is safer. Near Dead Indian Creek one finds the Sunlight Basin near the site where the Nez Pierce Indians fled south through the canyons to escape pursuit by the U.S. Calvary.

In the Lower Section of the Clark’s Fork, the river slows and widens considerably. Here are found long runs, deep pools and fair numbers of Yellowstone cutthroat, along with some Rocky Mountain whitefish.

The ride along the Clark’s Fork is picturesque throughout and one of our favorite roads to travel on our way to Yellowstone Park. Rock formations in the area where the Chief Joseph highway joins route 120 north of Cody features red sandstone formations that originated hundreds of thousands of years ago.
Access to the Clark’s Fork can also be from the Beartooth Highway junction with the Chief Joseph Highway. Originating south out of Red Lodge, Montana, the Beartooth Highway is a well-known route to the northeast entrance to Yellowstone National Park. The highway’s reputation is one of America’s most scenic highways climbing to 11,000 feet before descending to the Chief Joseph Highway.
We fish the Upper Section each time we travel to Yellowstone Park. On several occasions when we fished the upper section near Hunter Peak Campground, we caught all three of the trout species listed here. In general, the upper water holds trout in the 6-12 inch range, albeit I understand fish in the Canyon area range from 12-20 inches. Flies commonly used in the Clark’s Fork during the late summer months include caddis, golden stoneflies, gray drakes, PED, PMD, and terrestrials. For Ruby and me on the warm afternoon of August 12, 2004, the fish liked stimulators, with caddis pupae droppers, as we caught numerous colorful brookies, rainbow and cutthroat. On a previous trip, a good hatch of blue wing olives (BWO) was present. Beetle and hopper patterns work in late summer too. 

There is relatively little fishing pressure on the Clark’s Fork as compared to other streams in Yellowstone Park. Add the Clark’s Fork to your list of western rivers to fish when you next travel to the Park. Though you probably will not catch a trophy, you will love the clear, cool water, and the peaceful surroundings that the Clark’s Fork has to offer.

Just a tip, remember when fishing the Clark’s Fork, the BWO rules.

Upcoming Area Fly Shows by Pete Cook

The Winter Fly Shows are not too far away. Here is a list of upcoming shows you may want to put on your calendar for 2005.

The Fly Fishing Show, University of Maryland, Reckord Armory, College Park, MD is January 15-16 from 9-6 on Saturday and 9-5 on Sunday.

The Fly Fishing Show at the Garden State Exhibit Center in Somerset, NJ is from January 28-30, 2005.

Creekside Annual Tyathon is February 5, 2005 to be held at the Ruritan Building in Bedington, WV. 

The Eastern Sports and Outdoor Show is February 5 -13, 2005 at the Farm Show Building in Harrisburg, PA.

The Rapidan TU/FFF Chapter Annual Fishing Show is an hour away from Frederick in Middleburg, VA on February 13, 2005 from 10-5. This is a fine show.

The National Capital Chapter-TU holds its 30th Annual Angling Show on March 19 at the Landon School in Bethesda, MD

PVFF Fly Tying Course for Beginners by Don Fine
 

The PVFF annual introduction to fly tying course is set for five Monday evenings, starting January 24 from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. This is a hands-on introductory course taught by experienced PVFF fly tyers that covers a variety of fly patterns commonly used for fresh water fly-fishing. Each evening will feature two patterns and focus on basic tying techniques and use of common materials. Materials will be provided and basic tying equipment for rent at $20 for the course. Course fee will be $25. Course location is at Hobbytown on East Street, Frederick. Call Don Fine to register at 301-371-5617. 

Year 2005 Membership Dues by Chuck Dinkel
This is a reminder to all members that a new process for renewing membership and paying dues begins in 2004-2005 starting at the Annual Banquet.  We are asking all current members to renew their membership at the annual banquet in October.  Those who do not attend the banquet will be sent a dues reminder letter after October 23, 2004.  Renewals and dues received before December 31, 2004 will result in your name remaining on the membership list. 
FLY OF THE MONTH  
Royal Christmas 
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Julie Nielson designed this pattern for brook trout, but it also interests cutthroat, browns and the occasional rainbow or two or three, etc. Years ago it was expressed that if you want to catch brook trout, put red on your fly. 

Materials List
Hook: Tiemco TMC100 or equivalent, sizes 12 to 18
Thread: Red, Griffith 6/0
Tail: Brown, Hoffman Tailing Pack
Wing/Post: White, Hi Vis from L & L Products or Para Post from Hairline Dubbing Co
Body: Metallic green, Krystal Flash
Hackle: Brown
Thorax: Mahogany dubbing

Tying Instructions

If you want, smash down the barb before you start tying.

1. Attach thread near front of hook, and wind it smoothly to bend. Spin bobbin and make a tight micro-bump, two wraps, just past the bend. Wind thread forward of bend a little.

2. To prepare the tail fibers, hold feather by the tip and stroke the fibers downward. This makes the barbs angle out from the shaft and evens tips of the barbs. Pull off a dozen or so fibers and attach them on top of the hook to make a shank length tail. Splay the barbs by winding the thread rearward against the micro-bump. Trim butts and wind thread forward to the 2/3rds point on the shank.

3. Since the post material will be doubled, select an amount that is one-half of what you would normally use. If the strand of material is too thick for doubling just split it before tying it on. Lay a small amount of material parallel to shank and tie it in at the 2/3rds point with two thread wraps. Pull up both sides of the material and put two thread wraps in front of post and two in back. Wind thread neatly up and down the post to build a smooth base for the hackle. Wind thread back to just in front of tail.

4. Attach three strands of metallic green Krystal Flash above the barb. Wind thread forward and leave it hanging at hook point. Wind two of the strands together, wrap them forward to thread and secure. Bring third strand forward over the rear bump and secure. Wind thread forward over Krystal Flash to make red segment. Hold up Krystal Flash and wind thread forward toward post. Twist all three Krystal Flash strands together and wrap them forward to make the front green bump. Secure tightly.

5. Wind thread forward to eye, form a head and then wind it back to the post.

6. Select a brown hackle with barbs about 1-1/2 gap widths long. Modern saddle hackle is best. Prepare the feather by trimming barbs close to the shaft, leaving a little stubble. Lay the feather shiny side up on the near side of the post with the feather tip pointed toward the rear. Tie it in securely. Hold feather up along post and wrap thread smoothly up and down post securing the feather to the post.

7. Put a little dubbing on the thread; make one or two wraps behind the post and the rest in front. After wrapping thorax, return thread to the post. Keep a thin layer of dubbing on thread to hide the color.

8. Wrap hackle clockwise around the post. Use more hackle wraps for wilder waters and fewer for calmer waters - (Western VS Eastern? Maybe) Tie two dubbed thread half hitches against the post and over the hackle tip. Trim hackle tip and thread. The dubbed thread half hitches are hidden in the thorax. Trim post. 

.

Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire


Fly Tyers Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

We have a good program planned for the 2005 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at Hobbytown at their new East Street location (formerly Wolff’s Furniture) on the third Tuesday of each month from January through June this year. Here is our schedule

January 18
Tom Bratlik patterns 

February 15
 Articulated Bugger
March
15
Tba
April 19
Warmwater flies with Tommy Marks

May 17
Tba


June 21
Saltwater Flies 

For January, you need to bring black 6/0 tying thread and your tools. Tom will provide the materials for the flies he wishes to teach us. 

If you have questions or comments please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510.

Split Shots Chuck Dinkel

I hope you saw the article in the Frederick Post the week of November 15 that discussed the Carroll Creek project.  PVFF is partnering with several other conservation/environmental organizations and schools to help restore this area.  Over100 volunteers turned out to plant 700 trees and shrubs along the stream.  These plantings will help stabilize the stream bank and reduce erosion and sedimentation.  Trout will find the leaf canopy much to their liking as it will help cool water temperatures.  There is a lot more work to do in the future.  If you want, your names in print show up to help next time and take a moment or two to share your thoughts with the local reporters.

Every time I check out the PVFF web page, (www.pvflyfish.org) it gets better and better.  John has added a new feature. PVFF members that have fly-fishing related items they wish to sell can post that information on the web page.  This might be the place to find the perfect gift for your friend or loved one. 

Ruby has done a great job in mailing and emailing dues reminders.  Most members have already returned the forms with their 2005 dues.  If you are one that has not please remember that, this will be your last newsletter.  Take a minute now to fill out the form and mail in your check.

With colder weather, approaching many of us turn our time to fly tying.  Pete and Terry are planning for the fly tyers roundtable.  Check with them at the December meeting for more details.  In early 2005, Don Fine will be conducting a beginner’s fly tying course.  He will be needing help in teaching the class.  If you tie and can volunteer a few evenings of your time please talk to Don.  It would be great if some of you who are graduates of his classes offered to assist.

The club has several fly-fishing items that arrived too late to be used at the annual banquet.  We plan to raffle these items off during 2005.  If you are looking for a new fly tying vise or chest pack keep tuned for more details.

You will be receiving this newsletter after Thanksgiving.  As individuals and as a community and a nation we have a lot for which we should be thankful.  Take a few minutes every day to reflect on your blessings.  It is a great way put life’s stresses and problems out of mind. Remember those days this past year when you were fortunate to spend time chasing rainbows or rainbow trout.  Remember those that took time to share some tying or fishing tips and tactics with you.  Make a point to give sometime back to the sport and the organizations that bring you much enjoyment.  Take a kid fishing, help teach a class, plant a few trees or feed the fish.  There are many opportunities to serve.  Do not wait for someone to ask. VOLUNTEER!

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________ Date: _____________



(First)



(Last)

 (Middle Initial)

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _______________________________________

E-mail address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Member Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____ No____         Membership: Dues: $10____ or Family $15____
Send membership applications and renewals to:         
Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, __________


Potomac Valley Fly Fishers 





P. O. Box 3001



Check #____________    Cash _______

Frederick, MD 21705










New ____   Renewal _____ Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		Ruth Fine


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Bill Wilson


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Web Page		John Brognard








PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2005





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	Lou Stohlman 301-831-4675


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


2yr Director	Don Fine        301-371-5617


1yr Director 	Pete Cook 301-865-3510
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