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 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
TRAVELOGUE and ELECTIONS
Traditionally, December is the Travelogue Program for our members. You are our program from your fishing trips and traveling you made this year. So get out your albums and slides for the annual show and tell. 
In addition to our traditional travelogue program, we will conduct our annual election of officers and director. Our business meeting will begin at 7:15 PM sharp, followed by the elections at 7:30 PM. The slate of candidates is below. On conclusion of the elections, we will start our Travelogue Program.
If you intend to show slides or a Power Point Presentation contact Chuck Dinkel at 301-831-3637 so we have the A/V aids you need. We have both types of projectors and slide trays available as long as we know in advance.
Again, if you wish to present your program please contact Chuck by December 9. Your presentation should be from 5-7 minutes so that we will all have an opportunity to show our adventures. 
Intelligent Trouting/Fly Fishing Basics and Beyond – a book review

By Don Fine

I know this is out of character for me to write a book review, but I wanted to pass on to all readers some information about a great little guide book by Thomas Neil Zacoi. If you are like me, you have never heard of Mr. Zacoi, most of the books in my fly fishing collection are by LaFontaine, Borger, Meck, Wulff, and other notable legends in our fond pastime. 

However, at the recent 14th Annual Mid-Atlantic Council/FFF banquet, I threw a ticket in the bucket next to this book and later that evening was the lucky winner of the bucket. In the days that followed, I picked up my prize book and began to skim through it to see whether there any gems that I had not already read in my quest of fly fishing. To my surprise Gary Borger, John Goddard, Greg Hoover, Joan Wulff and Lefty Kreh endorsed this little gem. By the way, Lefty authors the book’s Introduction.

I can best summarize the book content by saying that it gives the beginner and the experienced fly fisher perhaps the best overview of all elements that one should know in pursuing fish with a rod and fly. Gear, tackle, knots and leaders, casting, ethics, entomology, reading water, trout habitat, catch and release are all included without unnecessarily going into intricate detail. Additionally, a smattering of fly fishing history is covered along with tips to follow in planning a fly fishing trip. 

Several sections include episodes/adventures of the author that bring back memories of the funny things that happen to each of us as we stalk our finned prey. Reading ‘The Water’ chapter includes fly selection, what fish see, rise forms, and the fish’s field of vision. The chapter on Entomology is basic, easy to understand level including discussions of the life cycles of the major food forms that fish feed on. The chapter entitled “Let’s Go Fishing” is very instructional and includes tips from the time of arrival (i.e. gearing up) to the landing of that first fish. Each chapter starts with a quote from a renowned fly fisher that has become symbolic as well as instructional e.g., “A good game fish is too valuable to be caught only once. The fish you release is your gift to another angler” – Lee Wulff.


One of my favorite pieces in the book is a two-page biography of Bernard “Lefty” Kreh. While I thought I knew a lot about the man, Mr. Zacoi relates some little known facts that make us all appreciate and respect Lefty even more.

The book includes a suggested reading list that is broken down by subcategories for easy reference, e.g. Fly Patterns, Instructional, History, and Science. TranZac Publishing published Intelligent Trouting – Fly Fishing Basics and Beyond in 1999. The net proceeds benefit the Boy Scouts of America, Federation of Fly Fishers and Trout Unlimited.  If you have the opportunity, try to add this book to your collection, or give it as a gift to a fly fishing newby.

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

December 13
Annual Election and Travelogue Meeting, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

January 10
Monthly Meeting, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM

January 11 
Beginning date for Introductory Fly Tying Class,
  
Hobbytown, 919-C N. East Street, Frederick, MD 6:30 PM

January 13-14 The Fly Fishing Show, Reckord Armory, University of Maryland, College Park, MD

January 17
Fly Tyers Roundtable, 919-C N. East Street, Frederick, MD 6:30 PM

January 31
Board of Directors, 7 PM, Frederick County Library, Frederick, MD

Potomac River Barely Makes the Grade by Chuck Dinkel
It should come as no surprise that the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB) recently gave the river a “C” grade.  This assessment relies on studies of the river’s health and pollution levels. When I moved to the Washington area in 1967 parts of the Potomac were still open sewers.  ICPRB accomplished much progress in addressing these problems, however, many issues and concerns remain.  For example, today development along the river is a significant problem as is the introduction of exotic species such as the Snakehead.  The range and toxicity of chemicals flowing into the river is expanding due to man’s ability to develop new products. The result is now some male fish that carry eggs. Scientists are working to determine the reason for this alteration of fish reproductive systems, but much work remains.  Meanwhile the quality of fishing in the Potomac and other local streams suffer.  The ICPRB researchers identified several priorities for addressing problems including forest regeneration, studies of hormone mimicking chemicals, and getting more residents involved in protecting the river.
Elections by Lou Stohlman
As announced in the November Streamlines, the Board decided to hold elections for all open positions on the board at the general membership meeting on December 13, 2005.  

The Board appointed a three-member nominating committee at the November Board meeting. The Nominating Committee canvassed club members, asking if they would consider serving as an officer or director position.  I want to thank Ron Graunke, Ruby Fine, and Donna Brognard for their good work. Here is the slate of candidates for 2006.
Officers for a one-year term:

President – Lou Stohlman

President-Elect – vacant

Secretary - Karen Baker

Treasurer - Chad Baker

Director for a three (3) year term:

There are four (4) candidates for one vacancy. They are in alphabetical order:

Charles Brust

Garnett Kauffman

Fred Rudman

Jon Thames
Fly Tyers Needed by Tommy Marks
Catoctin Mountain Park is providing PVFF with an opportunity to demonstrate fly tying and casting on the opening day of National Park week, which is being celebrated nationwide beginning on April 22, 2006. We are looking for two or three fly tyers to demonstrate at the Visitor Center from       11 AM – 1 PM on April 22. NPS also invited PVFF to give a fly-casting demonstration if any of our casters are interested. This period is about a month earlier than past years. Please contact me at 301-829-2059 if you wish to tie or cast at the Catoctin Mountain Park Visitor Center in April.


Understanding Some Casting Fundamentals by Macauley Lord

As promised in the Spring (Loop 2000) issue, here are the answers to some thought provoking questions intended to test your understanding of the cast.

1. After you stop the rod and the loop is on its way, is the rod loaded or unloaded? Unloaded.

2. In one sentence, how does the path of the rod tip affect the size of the loop? The more convex the path of the tiptop, the wider the loop.

3. One of the following statements is incorrect. Which one?

· .In a simple overhead cast, the rod should move in a straight line.

· .In a simple overhead cast, the rod should move in a single plane.

The first statement is the incorrect one. It would be correct if it said the rod tip should move in a straight line.
4. In one sentence, how should a caster apply power to form a tight loop? Begin the stroke slowly and apply power so as to accelerate the rod tip, causing it to travel much faster just before the end of the stroke than it did just after the beginning.
5. Your beginner appears to be doing almost everything right.  He is moving the rod through a short arc with clear stops, he is not wristing but he is casting wide loops. How is he doing it? 
In the latter part of the stroke, he is either slowing the rod down or moving it at a constant speed, instead of accelerating to a stop.


6. When practicing a 40-foot cast with a modern 6-weight graphite rod, a floating line, a tapered leader to match, and a yarn fly, should you feel the line tug as it turns over at the end of your back cast? No, unless perhaps you are using a level line or you are casting without a leader.
7. To cast the line down on the forward cast, you must cast the line up on the back cast.
8. A tailing loop always results from the rod tip traveling in a concave path.
9. In one sentence, how do most casters of tailing loops make the tip travel in such a path? 
They abruptly apply power, typically during the first half of the stroke or They creep the rod forward, immediately after the back cast stop (while the back cast is still unrolling), robbing the following forward stroke of sufficient length to handle the mass of the line.
10. Should the length of the stroke vary with the length of the cast? Yes. (This is why forward creep results in so many bad casts.)
11. To get the most from double hauling, must the length of the haul vary with the length of the cast? Yes.
12. When making a very long cast, should you make a very long haul? Yes.

13. When double hauling, should the speed of the haul vary with the length of the cast? 

Yes--the longer the cast, the longer and faster the stroke, the longer and faster the haul.
14. When double hauling, should the speed of the rod vary with the length of the cast? 
Yes--the shorter the cast, the shorter and slower the stroke, the shorter and slower the haul.

(Credit: FFF Club Wire – November 2005, LOOP ARTICLE – Journal for FFF Certified Casting Instructors

From The Loop – Summer 2000)

Fly Tyers Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

We have a good program planned for the 2006 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at 919-C North East Street location on the third Tuesday of each month from January through June this year beginning at 7 PM. Here is our schedule

January 17
Tom Bratlik patterns 

February 21
 Don Fine- using deer hair

March
21
Terry Alexander

April 18
TBA

May 16
TBA


June 20
TBA

For January, you need to bring black 6/0 tying thread and your tools. Tom will provide the materials for Tom’s Sculpin.
If you have questions or comments please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510.

Here is a friendly reminder for our beginner
fly tyers. Fly Tyers’ Roundtable is designed for those tyers who are experienced beyond basic fly tying technique. If you are a beginner, we strongly encourage you to take the Introductory Fly Tying course described below. Once you complete that course, please join us to continue to build on your skills and techniques. The February Roundtable is designed this year so that class members from the Introductory Class ‘last class’ on using deer hair is combined with Roundtable. 
Introductory Fly Tying by Don Fine
PVFF will sponsor a series of Introductory Fly Tying Classes beginning on Wednesday, January 11, 2006. Participants taking the five-week series of classes will learn all the basic techniques for tying basic streamer, wet fly, nymph, dry fly and terrestrial fly patterns.
The class location is at Hobbytown USA, 919-C North East Street across from the Monocacy Shopping Center in Frederick. Classes will start promptly at 6:30 pm each week. 
Course cost is $30 for the five-week series, which includes illustrated fly tying manual and instructions, and materials for making 10-15 varied fly patterns. PVFF will rent basic fly tying equipment to beginner fly tyers for $20. For those interested in signing up for the class contact Don Fine at 301-371-5617.
EDITOR WANTED

PVFF has an opportunity for you. Our editor is stepping down on January 1, 2006. Our current editor will work with you and help you get started, especially this fall and early winter before he steps down. Here is a great opportunity to be creative, innovative, and help PVFF at the same time. If you are interested in editing and publishing our newsletter, Streamlines, call Chuck Dinkel at 301-831-3637.
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Member Survey by Lou Stohlman and Karen Baker

Included in this month’s Streamlines will be a survey for all club members. The board asks that members take a few moments to fill out the survey and return it along with your dues for 2006.  We will also have extra copies at the next few membership meetings.  The survey is to help PVFF be a better club!  Some of the questions will be in regards to particular interest or skills.  We would like to know if you are big into saltwater fishing; or maybe you like to fish small streams in the Frederick area; are you proficient in fly tying or rod building or, would you like to learn these skills; what kind of club outings interest you most?  
There will also be some questions involving your willingness to serve the club as a committee chair or board member.    

I would ask that all members return the survey; it will help make PVFF more enjoyable for you and your fellow club members!  

Split Shots by Chuck Dinkel
Perhaps it would be more appropriate to title this month’s column “Parting Shots” as this will be my last in the capacity of PVFF President.  In 1992 when I first became a member of PVFF if someone had suggested that one day I would be serving as president I wouldn’t have taken him too seriously.  The past two years have been very rewarding.  I am pleased with the progress the organization has made in several areas including youth participation, summer picnic, banquet and conservation.  There’s more work to be done in these and other areas, but I am confident that under Lou Stohlman’s leadership we will see even greater advances in 2006. 

I would feel much better, however, if by now someone had stepped up to assist with the newsletter. Pete and I have been reminding members for the last 6 months that the club needs an editor for Streamlines. This need to find a new editor points out a general need for more members to participate actively in the leadership of the organization.  Perhaps you will take me more seriously when you receive the one-page January newsletter that announces the February monthly program and nothing else.  I don’t know about you, but I’ve rather gotten used to and look forward to the very interesting and informative newsletter Pete has been producing for many years.  Nevertheless, it really is time for someone to offer to take on this important job.  Don’t say you weren’t warned of what might lie ahead.

I’d like to thank several members and supporters of PVFF for their banquet donations.  They brought raffle items with them the night of the event. A hearty thank-you to Don Erb, Anna Hutzell and Cathy Nutter.

Our friends at ThorpeWood Foundation (site of our 2005 banquet) asked me to invite members to their Holiday Open House.  The dates are Thursday and Friday December 8 and 9th from 5 pm to 8 pm.  If you didn’t make it to the banquet this is an excellent opportunity to see this facility.  Featured will be an 18-foot evergreen decorated with over 3,000 lights and many homemade ornaments. Enjoy the music, refreshments, and fellowship.  There might even be a visit by Santa.

In closing, I would like to thank the Officers, Board of Directors, and committee chairs for their support and encouragement during these past two years. It has really made my job so much easier and more pleasurable.   


PVFF TALENT AND INTEREST SURVEY
2006
Dear Member, 
Please take a few minutes to think about what PVFF has to offer and what you can do to contribute to make this club even better than it is.

Why did you join PVFF? _____________________________________

What would you most like to get out of PVFF this year? ___________________________________________________________

How can the club help to make it possible? ____________________________________________________________

Would you be willing to help the club meet your goals in any of the following areas?  Please check, circle, and see the contact person.  

Outings – See Bill Wilson

Clinics and seminars (outreach activities) - See Tommy Marks

Trout Raising – See Randy Inmon

Fly Tyers’ Roundtable – See Terry Alexander or Pete Cook
Would you be willing to help on any of the following committees? Please check, circle, and see the contact person.  

Membership - See Ruby Fine

Conservation – See Ron Graunke or Lou Stohlman

Programs – See Chuck Dinkel, Ted Bruszewski or Pete Cook 

Fly Tying and Tackle - See Terry Alexander or Pete Cook

Nominating (this is a seasonal need) - See immediate past president 

Newsletter – See Pete Cook

By-Laws - See Lou Stohlman

Publicity – See Karen Baker
Other:
What club outings would you like to see and where? E.g., Big Hunting Creek, Potomac River, Chesapeake Bay, etc.

___________________________________________________________

What can we do to make PVFF more responsive to your and other members’ needs?

______________________________________________________________________

Name:
Address:

Phone Number and E-mail:

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ Date: _________________



(Last)


(First)

         (Middle Initial)

If family membership, other names;_________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________      ______________________           _________

 (City)

                                    (State)
                                          (ZIP)

Home phone: ____________________________________Business phone:_____________________________________________

E-mail address (if you want newsletter emailed to you): ____________________________________________________________







Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  __ Yes __ No    Membership Dues: __ $10.00 or Family Dues: __$15.00
Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:



Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31,  2006


8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________  Cash ___



Middletown, Maryland 21769

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____


POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2005





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	Lou Stohlman 301-831-4675


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


2yr Director	Don Fine        301-371-5617


1yr Director 	Pete Cook 301-865-3510





Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $10 or Family is $15 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.





REMINDER!! Membership dues for 2006 are due by Dec. 31, 2005. Please pay at the Dec. 13 meeting or mail as per instructions on the membership renewal form.
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