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UPCOMING EVENTS:

February 11
General Membership Meeting, Maryland School for the Deaf


7 p.m.

February 18
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable


Hobbytown, Frederick, MD


7 p.m.

February 25
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

March 8
Special Monthly Meeting, Sat. March 8, Bob Clouser, Smallmouth Bass Fishing, Maryland School for the Deaf


7 p.m.

March 18
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable


Hobbytown, Frederick, MD


7 p.m.

March 25
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

The President’s Line by Ron Graunke

Going to the show.  It seems one of the great things the winter and MD/ PA/DC area has to offer is the opportunity to go to so many fishing shows, and hunting shows, camping shows, boating shows and recreational vehicle shows. They kind of remind me of a wedding, a big fat wedding, and a big fat flyfishing wedding. You get to see something old, something new, familiar faces and some new ones to meet.  The people are what make it special, each contributing something different than each other to give it a circus flavor. All come dressed like they’re going to the stream, in January mind you sans waders; dressed like peacocks, favorite hat and all. I ‘m particular to the Univ. of MD flyfishing show. It’s not too big, but has big names like Harry Murray, or Dave Whitlock, Rhea Topping, Joe Humphreys or Cathy Beck. Maybe all those articles in fly tying magazines now appear with a face behind a vise like a relative and those questions get answered up close and personal with a smile. Guides pump hands and wallets and schedule just like Uncle bill the insurance salesman, networking. Every one dreams wanting to tug on one of those fish displayed three times it sizes in paradise. But the show is not too big; its personal, one can politely wait your turn and try out the rod of your dreams on the floor, your weight, your price, your size. The dance begins…The credit card starts to quiver.  Then the equipment and book tables sing their luring siren songs of purchase and visions of sneaking in the back door come to mind. The cake is cut! Vendors perfume the air with coffee, donuts and expensive tube steaks, complete with sauerkraut and mustard. Now the juices are flowing, the banquet begins. A loudspeaker beckons and disturbs the bustle and small groups’ rush to see and hear seminars from the chosen few deacons of the air. A casting demo begins. From a distance the expert looks like any body else walking down the aisle with his beloved in his hand. Every body moves their heads back and forth just like a tennis match until the guru of cast let’s the sacred line come to rest.  Groups of people congregate in the aisles with arms outstretched and tales are spun then laughter erupts. Each one out doing the other.   Clubs sell their causes and invite everyone to join it’s a family affair. Yea weddings are fun. They take up the whole day.  I’m glad they happen every now and then.    It’s bad luck not to have a little piece of the cake. You wouldn’t want that to happen to you would you? Take it from Uncle Ron it won’t hurt you either. Shalom

February Program by Ted Bruszewski


Our speaker, Tom Brtalik, comes to
us from South Central Pennsylvania. 
Tom and his wife live in New Cumberland, Pa. He has over 20 years of fly fishing experience and has fished for nearly all species of fresh water game fish. Tom has traveled to streams and other waters in PA, NY, Canada, and Montana. He began fishing the Yellow Breeches, the Letort and the Susquehanna in 1983. Tom began 
guiding full time on these waters two
years ago. His talk is titled: "Fly Fishing
the Streams and Rivers of South Central
Pennsylvania". The talk will feature fishing through the seasons and some unorthodox methods for fishing these waters. You don't want to miss this!


 January Program by Pete Cook

On January 14th, Rhea Topping with Mayfly Adventures, Upperville, VA spoke on Rod Rage or Fly Fishing Etiquette, Which Do You Practice?

A large number of people turned out to hear Rhea Topping speak on Rod Rage. Rhea did a terrific job going over a number of situations fly fishers encounter and how one should handle them with proper etiquette and grace. She illustrated a number of situations she has encountered and other notable flyfishers have encountered over the years. Rhea passed out an Etiquette Quiz as part of her presentation. She and Al Kyte developed this quiz. The quiz is reproduced below. This quiz will give you the wide range of situations Rhea covered. Rhea concluded her talk by passing around her medicine bag for each participant to select a good luck fetish from streams and areas she has fished. In addition to her program she donated three fly casting videotapes and a book on fly-casting by Mel Krieger. We promptly raffled off the book and one of the videotapes.  Thanks Rhea for a terrific program and the tapes and book.

In addition to Rhea’s program we had several visitors. John Colburn from MAC-FFF was visiting PVFF as well as Cathy Nutter from Potomac-Patuxent TU. In addition, Donn Dale of Clark Fork River Outfitters, St. Regis, MT visited the club. Donn was in the area and a presenter at the College Park Fly Fishing Show. Donn talked a short while regarding his lodge and float fishing business on the Clark’s Fork in Montana. Also thanks to Jon Thames for his Beginners Corner and Daryl Pynn for his fly tying demonstration.

Etiquette Quiz by Rhea Topping and Al Kyte

Good behavior is in the obvious interests of all of us, if only for the reason that fisticuffs astream tends to put down the trout! Here are ten questions relating to everyday angling situations, all of which have the potential for evolving into hot words or worse:

1. When fishing downstream, you encounter an angler fishing upstream toward you. Do you stop fishing and go around the angler, thus honoring the tradition of yielding the right-f-way to an upstream angler?

2. When you approach an angler on a lake or river, do you stop far enough away to leave a little unfished water between your casts and his or her longer casts and drifts?

3. When over-taking and passing an upstream-fishing angler on a small stream, do you note his or her rate of movement, stay back from the bank, and walk far enough around to leave an estimated half hour of undisturbed water before fishing again”

4. As you drift down a river, your boat approaches a wading angler. Do you guide the boat’s course away from the water being fished, keep as low and quiet as possible, and avoid dropping anchor where it might disturb that person’s fishing?

5. When you are fishing a spot where anglers must wade or float through to reach other water, do you yield the right-of-way to such access?

6. When walking along a shoreline, do you walk well back from the banks to avoid spooking fish and even farther back around any visible angler”

7. When you encounter another angler, are you likely to acknowledge that person’s presence with a friendly gesture, smile or greeting?

8. When approaching a river pool, you see another angler on shore that isn’t fishing. Do you consider that he or she might be resting the water, and ask permission to fish there?

9. While float-tubing, you notice a fish rising behind a nearby angler’s float tube within his or her casting range. You also notice that the angler seems preoccupied in casting to other rising fish. Do you alert that angler to the fish behind the tube and cast to it only if invited to do so”

10. While fishing a mountain river, you arrive at a favorite pool to find another angler already there. You believe there is enough room for two anglers to fish. Do you ask the other angler’s permission before casting into the pool?

If you can answer yes to questions like these, you’ve already learned that there is more to being a competent angler than merely catching fish!

Membership by Chuck Dinkel/Brad Homman  

I thought it only fitting to add Brad’s name to the byline since he has taken over most of the duties of membership chair, including the big job of keeping the membership list up-to-date.  I am serving in an advisory capacity during the transition.  We will be sharing the dues collecting duties at our monthly meetings.  Speaking of dues, if you don’t get your renewal in very soon you will be dropped from the membership list.  Your last newsletter will be the March issue.  You will miss out on a number of special activities and events planned for the year.  I just got a sneak preview of the outings planned for 2003 and the list is impressive.  As soon as the ice thaws well be ready to go.  Keep praying for more rains and snows to keep the flow levels up.  It only costs $10.00 to renew; $15.00 for a family membership.  Don’t wait one more day.  Get that form in the mail right now, before you forget. Remember, if there is not a “3” on the mailing label your dues are due.

Special March Program by Chuck Dinkel

Get your year 2003 calendar out now and mark the date Saturday March 8!  Through the efforts of several PVFF and Antietam Fly Anglers Board members, world renowned fly fisher, fly tier, and all around gentleman, Bob Clouser, will help us welcome in spring with a full day of activities.  Bob will present a slide show at 7 p.m. at the Maryland School for the Deaf on Smallmouth Bass Fishing. The presentation is free to members of both PVFF and AFA. Non-members will be charged $10 at the door or an option to join either club at the same price.

Bob is also an advisor to St. Croix Rod Co. We will be raffling off two Bob Clouser St. Croix Rods at the conclusion of Bob’s presentation.

 Bob, also, will be conducting a fly tying class for 30 people between 3:00-5:00 p.m. on Saturday prior to his presentation. 15 members each will fill the class from PVFF or AFA. It will cost each participant from PVFF or AFA $25 for tying lessons with Bob Clouser.   At PVFF 15 interested members will be selected by drawing to attend the fly tying session. As in the casting lessons with Lefty, money is due in one-week’s time payable to PVFF or your slot may be passed onto someone from a waiting list. See you at the February meeting for this exciting chance to tie with one of the country’s premier tyers and fly fisher.

Beginners Corner by Jon Thames

I think there are more books on or about fly fishing than there are fly rods. Everyone has all the books they need and still we all buy one more “last book.” Sounds almost like that famous quote: “This is the last fly rod I will ever need!” to quote almost everyone except me. Stop at the Beginners Table before and after the meeting and I will have a few of the ‘too man but not enough books’ I find useful for tying and fishing.

Remember you may not fish at night but you can always read about fishing. 

NOTE: Reminder-Your fishing license has expired from 2002. Please get a new license soon just in case the weather warms and you want to go fishing.
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Other Fly Fishing Shows

Feb. 9 Rapidan Fly Fishing Show, Community Center, Middelburg, VA

Mar. 8 – National Capitol TU Angling Show, Bethesda, MD

(Source is the Mid-Atlantic Flyfisher of the MAC FFF Council)

Fly Tying Classes by Karen Baker

Introductory Fly Tying Class - learn basic techniques in tying fishing flies including wet and dry flies, streamers and nymph patterns. Hands-on instruction from skilled fly-tiers includes techniques for fishing fly patterns.  Tentatively, PVFF plans a complete course consisting of four or five two-hour sessions conducted by Don Fine. There is a course fee of $25/student, which includes tying materials. 

Classes are scheduled for Hobbytown, Frederick, MD beginning Feb. 19, 26, March 12, 19 and 26 from 7 to 9 PM. Call Don Fine at 301-371-5617 for information, directions, and to reserve a slot in the class. 


Fly Tyer’s Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

Fly tyer’s roundtable will resume January 18 at Hobbytown in Frederick beginning at 7 p.m. below is the schedule for this year’s roundtable.  Chuck Dinkel and Ted Bruszewski will lead us in tying the LaFontaine emerger caddis pupa and the LaFontaine deep pupa.

Here is the schedule for 2003.

Feb 18 
Humpy/Stimulator

March 18 
Deer Hair Bass Flies

April 15
Matuka Streamer

May 20 
Letort Cricket/Foam Beetle

June 24
Weighted nymphs

Our Fly of the Month is also what we are tying at Round Table. Look at the materials required for the Stimulator and bring those with you. If you don’t have these materials there will be enough available from the instructors. If time permits we will also try the Humpy. Materials and instructions were given in the November 2002 Streamlines. Please sign up at the February meeting or call Pete Cook @ 301-865-3510 or Terry Alexander @301-695-6034 if you wish to participate.

FLY OF THE MONTH 

Kaufman’s Stimulator


By Jim Abbs (Copyright by FFF. This abridged article is from the FFF Website) Due to space constraints this month only materials and instructions are provided from the original article by Jim Abbs.


MATERIALS 
· Hook: 2X OR 3X Long Dry Fly, TMC 200R, Mustad 79580, Size 6-16 

· Thread: Orange, 3/0 or 6/0 

· Tail: Elk (Deer Body Hair is called for by some tyers) 

· Abdomen: Yellow/orange dubbing 

· Rib: Brown or grizzly hackle, palmer style, smaller than hook size 

· Thorax: Orange Dubbing 

· Hackle: Grizzly over thorax, dry fly style 

· Wing: Elk 

TYING INSTRUCTIONS

1. Tie in clump of elk hair for the tail, with a length extending beyond the bend of the hook about 1 ½ times the hook gape. Some tiers tie the butt ends of the elk hair on the hook shank as an underbody. 

2. Tie in brown or grizzly hackle for palmer rib and dub a tapered yellow-orange body forward to about 2/3rds the length of the shank. 

3. Wrap the hackle forward, palmer style over the abdomen. Tie off and tie in the wing of elk hair such that the end of the wing is even with the bend of the hook. 

4. Tie in second hackle and dub the thorax forward to a few mm behind the hook eye. 

5. Wrap the hackle forward, dry fly style and tie off. 

6. Whip finish and go fishing. 


Quotes from the FFF ClubWire
"Snazzy coffee joints are popping up in some strange places here in Colorado as well as in Montana, and although I'm a old caffeine addict from way back and dearly love the good stuff, I know that gourmet coffee is one of the first two signs that a place is about to go in the crapper. The other sign is a fly shop." 

-- Standing in a River, Waving a Stick, John Gierach. 


"Three-fourths of the Earth's surface is water, and one-fourth is land. It is quite clear that the good Lord intended us to spend triple the amount of time fishing as taking care of the lawn".
-- Chuck Clark, on Fly-fish

Rivers Conservation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp

The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited is again offering this highly successful youth camp for boys and girls ages 14 to 17. The camp will be limited to 32 selected qualified youths and will be hosted by the Cumberland Valley Chapter of TU at the Allenberry Resort on the Yellow Breeches, Boiling Springs, PA from June 15-20. The cirriculum includes ecology, hydrology, geology, stream repair, entomology, fly fishing and fly tying. Keynote speaker is Dr. Robert J. Behnke. The total cost for tuition, room and board is $275. 

Applications must be received by March 15, 2003. For more information contact Dick Darr at 717-249-5089 or Mike Klimkos at 717-243-3056 or klimkos @epix.net. 

Youths from PVFF that meet the qualifications and interested in attending should contact Ron Graunke at 301-829-2757 for scholarship information. The PVFF Board of Directors would like to sponsor a qualifying youth to this camp.

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.  Membership Dues: $10.00, Family Dues: $15.00

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ Date: _________



(Last)


(First)


(Middle Initial)

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________



(Street)



(City)

(State)

(ZIP)

Home phone: _____________________________________ Business phone: ____________________________    

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you now a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____________ No______________

Send membership applications and renewals to: Potomac Valley Fly Fishers





              P. O. Box 3001





              Frederick, MD 21705

-TEAR OFF AND RETURN-

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.com
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PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2003


President	Ron Graunke


President-Elect	Chuck Dinkel


Secretary	Chuck Dinkel


Treasurer	Tommy Marks


3yr Director	Jon Thames


2yr Director	Karen Baker


1yr Director 	Everett Francis


Past President	Ted Bruszewski	





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		Chuck Dinkel


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Eric Thesing &Bill Wilson


Conservation		James Parker


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon
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