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UPCOMING EVENTS:

 January 10-11
The Fly Fishing Show, Reckord Armory, College Park, MD

January 13
PVFF Meeting, Tom Brtalik on Winter Fly Fishing in PA,


Maryland School for Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

January 20
Fly Tyers Roundtable, Hobbytown, 7 p.m., Frederick, MD

January 27
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

Jan. 30 – Feb. 1
Old Virginia Fly Fishing Show, Chantilly, VA

February 7-15
Eastern Sports and Outdoor Show, State Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg, PA

February 10
PVFF Meeting, Mike Klimkos, 2004 River Conservation and Youth Fly Fishing Camp,


Maryland School for Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

February 15
Rapidan Chapter, TU Fishing Show, Middleburg Community Center, Middleburg, VA


10 – 5 p.m.

February 17 
Fly Tyers Roundtable, Hobbytown, 7 p.m., Frederick, MD

February 24
Board of Director, tba

FIRST CASTS by Chuck Dinkel 

 For those of you who were not able to attend PVFF’s 2003 annual banquet I’d like to introduce myself and share some thoughts from my acceptance speech. 

 I have been a member of the PVFF for over 10 years.  During that period I have served in a number of roles including Membership chair, Secretary, and President-Elect. PVFF members have been my mentors.  They have taught me to cast, tie flies, build rods, and catch fish on a fly rod. One of my goals is to make sure that I give back more to the sport than others have given me.

Fly fishing opened up a whole new world of fishing and friendships for me.  If I am heading off for a fishing destination it will probably be with a fly rod in hand. But I don’t consider myself a “fly fishing snob”.  Granted most of my bait and spin casting rods are catching more dust than fish these days, however I will still pick up one of these if it’s the right tool for the job or I am spending time teaching one of my younger grandkids to fish.

Speaking of grandkids I have 10, so that gives me lots of excuses for spending time on and near the water.  My wife of 30 years, Mary Susan, is very understanding and supportive of my hobby.  Her passion is sewing. Most likely you have seen her creations at the annual banquets.  During the colder weather I build clocks – naturally with a fly fishing theme.

I called my first column as President FIRST CASTS, but don’t look for it after this issue.  I believe that as President I need to surround myself with people smarter and more clever than I.  To a large degree I have succeeded.  In this newsletter you will find two lists: one of Officers and Board Members; the other of Committee chairs.  These are the people who really do the work of the club and these are the individuals that should get top billing in Streamlines.  Perhaps each month we can highlight a different individual so you can get to know them better also. Note that there are vacancies in both lists that I am looking to fill.  I know of no better way to improve and grow as a fly fisher than by becoming more active in the club.

If you want to find my monthly comments you will have to read the newsletter to completion.  I thought about calling my column “Parting Shots”, but that didn’t fit in with a fly fishing theme so I decided on something more appropriate – SPLIT SHOTS.  That’s my choice and I’m sticking with it, at least until the recall election.

At the banquet I stressed that my emphasis as PVFF President would be on our youth.  I pointed out a number of venerable fly fishers in attendance including Frank B. Smoot who is still going strong at age 97.  What do these individuals have in common? They look like they’ve found the Fountain of Youth.  I’ll let you in on a secret.  The reason they look 10 years younger than they are is because of their commitment to working with youth in the sport of fly fishing and in other areas of their lives.

The future of fly fishing is in the hands of the kids.  It is from their ranks that our leadership will come.  That is why it is so critical that we dedicate ourselves to not only teaching them the finer aspects of fly fishing, but serve as roll models and mentors as well.  Some people spend their time tying flies for their next fishing trip.  Others of us have chosen to invest our time teaching kids to tie flies. If we lead by example, our youth will do likewise.

January Program by Chuck Dinkel

 Back by popular is Tom Brtalik, of Tom’s Fly-Fishing Service, New Cumberland, PA.  Tom has fly-fished for over 20 years in such diverse locations as Pennsylvania, New York, Canada and Montana. He has fished for nearly every species of fresh water game fish.  The focus of Tom’s program will be winter trout fishing.  I am sure he’ll be talking about everything from how to dress to keep warm, to fly patterns needed to attract lethargic fish. Bring a youth, bring a friend, and bring your questions for Tom.  Tom is the originator of the sculpin fly pattern I’ve been trying to take credit for since I started fishing it and catching lots of fish. The pattern and tying instructions were listed in the November issue of Streamlines. Tom will tie for us during the first part of the meeting and will undoubtedly demonstrate a few more “fish catching” flies.  
In conjunction with Tom’s presentation there will be a raffle for a guided fishing day with Tom on his streams later this year. Raffle tickets will be available at the meeting for $10 a ticket.

Membership by Brad Homman
PVFF membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  Dues for year 2004 can be paid using the form in Streamlines or by paying at one of the monthly meetings.  Remember that individual member dues are still only $10.00 per year and family memberships are $15.00.  A great bargain!  If dues are not up-to-date your name will be dropped from the member list and you will no longer receive Streamlines
Conservation Committee by Lou Stohlman

My name is Lou Stohlman and I am the new conservation chair. I have
been a member of PVFF for 2 years, I joined soon after I moved to Frederick.
Right away, I was quite interested in the trout pen and the stocking program. I have helped Randy with feeding the fish and have helped with 2 trout stockings. I enjoy these activities very much. When the call for new volunteers came from Ron last year I decided to step up. When Chuck and Ron suggested the Conservation committee, it seemed like a perfect fit. I will be working closely with Ron in the coming months to come up with some new ideas for conservation in our community. 

I am looking for ideas from all the club members. Do you have any ideas of conservation projects or issues that seem to be a good fit for PVFF? I welcome you ideas. Also, anyone interested in joining the committee would be welcome.


We do have some ideas already, including a brook trout grand slam
program to raise awareness of the native brook trout streams in our area. I
will also be working with Ron on the ongoing project at Carroll Creek. We
have the possibility for some financial assistance from MAC and we are
hoping to use this for improvements to Carroll Creek and other local creeks.
Also, I am going to work with Chuck to put together a meeting dedicated to
conservation issues. That's just the beginning. 


I look forward to working with the club. I would be willing to organize a meeting in late January to get together and discuss ideas if there is interest. With a few good ideas and a lot of hard work we can make some great changes in our community! I can be contacted by email at ellyncs@erols.com.


Past President’s Last Gasp by Ron Graunke

This is it. Yup, that was the name of a bar off old Route 40 just down from Don Fines present house. It wasn’t fancy, just a watering hole where you could get a cold beer on a hot day after working hard, come as you are, no ties allowed and you better like country music on a juke box. Checkered board floors and a pool table.  People buying each other a Milwaukee milkshake. Ah, the good old days. The bar is still there but the name ‘s been changed. A little paint here and there, landscaping, a few lights it looks sophisticated now. I wonder if the beer is still cold. I bet you have to wipe your shoes and have clean clothes to get in.  It reminds me of our fly club. We changed the name, added this and added that, but the bottom line is just a bunch of people that love to fish period.  I hope that doesn’t change. Experience teaching the new ones. New rivers and lakes add excitement to the familiar. New faces, new techniques, new fish, new bugs, new flies, new hats, new smiles at the end of a line, new opportunities, challenges and possibilities are right around the corner. This isn’t it. It’s the beginning of a new day. Where are you headed? Yea the water is cold but the fish don’t know that… What the heck, I’m just happy to be here.  
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 Basic Fly Tying Class by Don Fine

PVFF will offer a 5-week basic fly tying class beginning in February. The course will cover introductory techniques for tying nymphs; wet and dry flies, streamers, and terrestrial artificial fly patterns.

The course that will be offered on Monday evenings beginning February 2, class time will be from 7-9 p.m. at Hobbytown in Frederick, MD. Cost of the course will $30, which includes materials and use of the PVFF fly tying equipment in the event that students do not have their own basic equipment.

PVFF Web Site – Thank you Eric by John Brognard

For several years now Eric Thesing has been providing club members with up-to-date information on our club web site. Eric built the original site and has continued to maintain it ever since. He has also paid Yahoo to house our site (over $100 a year). Thank you Eric for the fine work and for your yearly outstanding contribution!!

Due to increased demands on Eric’s time he asked me to take over the site. I intend to keep the same format because it was designed well and have added some new pages. First I have added a “Conservation News” page to provide members with current conservation related legislation and about conservation projects in our area. 

I also intend to add a “Contributors” page, which will have names and addresses of companies and businesses that contribute to our annual banquet. The reason for doing this is two fold. The first reason is to recognize the organizations for their contributions and hopefully encourage then to continue providing support for our club. The second reason is to provide club members with a resource for finding the products seen at our banquet.

To provide a comprehensive up-to-date web site I need your input! Please send me information you feel other members would be interested in. If you find an informative web site you would like added to our links page please tell me. Our web site will be excellent only with your you help. 

John Brognard can be contacted at

fishing@mip.net
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

We have a good program planned for the 2004 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at Hobbytown in the Frederick Shopping Center on the third Tuesday of each month from January through June this year. Here is our schedule

January
Shenk’s Sculpin and Shenk’s White Minnow

February 
Scuds 

March

Tom Bratlik patterns

April

Turck’s Tarantula

May

Underwater Bass Flies

June

Prince Nymph

For January you need to bring the following materials for these patterns:

See Fly of the Month for the Shenk’s Black Sculpin. For the White Minnow, use white blood marabou, yellow 3/0-monocord thread and white lamb’s wool. These patterns will help us refine our dubbing loop technique, trimming, and spinning deer hair. See you there!

If you have questions or comments please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510.

FLY OF THE MONTH  

(Photo from www.flyfishersparadise.com)

Shenk’s Black Sculpin

Materials:

Hook: Streamer 3x long #2-10, e.g. Mustad 9672

Thread: Black monocord 3/0

Tail:  Black blood marabou – tail length should be ½ the hook length tied in at the bend.

Weight: optional – lead wire, black bead head

Body: Black sculpin wool, black stonefly dubbing, or black fuzzy yarn

Head: Spun-clipped black deer hair, trim flat on bottom, slightly rounded on top. Leave some tips on each side to represent fins.

Conservation and Environment by John Brognard

In our busy lives it seems we just don’t have time to devote to all the things we would like to be involved with. We know that we should zip off a letter to our representative about some current legislation, but don’t have the time just now because we have to feed the kids and get to the soccer match. Most families today have both parents working so with the time left after travel to and from work, in many cases taking hours, and a extra hour or two spent at the office to “increase productivity” we only have time left to complete the most basic family tasks.

On the weekend we do find time to get some chores done around the house like taking care of the car so when we pass it along to our son or daughter it will be in good condition. We want our child to be safe so the car must be in good condition. Very important, but what about the air they breathe today and in the future and the water they will need to survive? Wouldn’t it be just as important to take a minute to write the President and our elected officials to strengthen the Clean Air Act, not weaken it as has been done? If we are committed to making sure our children and grandchildren are safe, then we better start being proactive on issues that involve the fragile ecology in which we live.

Our Earth is very fragile and needs to be cared for now more than ever before because of the increased strain put on it by increased pollution of all types. If our descendants are to have a safe environment to live in we must take time to be involved.

My life partner (my wife and best friend) tells me from time to time that I “don’t see the big picture – take the blinders off”. We seem to look at the world as the small package that makes up our daily lives. When we pass the car along to our children we take the time to make sure it is in good shape, but pass on the opportunities to make sure their air will be clean and the water drinkable (don’t miss the big picture).

I urge everyone that enjoys seeing the sun sparkle off a pristine stream and seeing a trout rise to reserve just a small portion of time out of each week or month to be involved in a conservation project. Or send a message to your representatives about environmental issues. Our elected officials are there to “represent” us and they need to know how we stand on the issues. They do listen, so pick up the phone or the pen or get on one of the many web sites that provide email and send your message. You can find all the information (addresses, email and web sites) and even write to a senator or representative at http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm for Congress and http://www.house.gov/ for the House of Representatives.

If this has convinced you to help and you would like information on environmental issues and resources, please go to our new “Conservation News” page on the PVFF web site. We will provide information on conservation web sites, conservation projects and legislative issues. Happy fishing!


Winter Fly Fishing Shows by Pete Cook

The fly fishing shows come-a-calling to the fly fishing nation during each winter. This year is no different than previous years. I have provided a synopsis of several local shows from January through March. These shows are within a relatively easy drive of Frederick County.

January 10-11

The Fly Fishing Show returns to the Reckord Armory in College Park MD.

There are over 24 programs per day on how-to-fish and where-to-go, continuous instructional fly tying and featured tyer presentations, and 100 plus exhibitor booths. Admission is $12 per day, under 12 -$2. For additional information call 800-420-7582 or 

www.flyfishingshow.com
January 30 – February 1 

The Old Virginian Fly Fishing Show, Dulles Expo Center, Chantilly, VA. This show features King Montgomery and C. Boyd Pfeiffer with 100 plus exhibitor booths. For information call 413-467-2171.

February 15 

Rapidan Chapter of Trout Unlimited/FFF Fishing Show, Middleburg Community Center, Middleburg, VA from 10 – 5 p.m. is a popular local show in Northern Virginia. This show has been going on for several years and is about an hour south of Frederick. Admission is $3 per person or $5 per family. They have seminars, slide shows, instruction, vendors, rod raffle, Montana Trip Raffle all expense paid to Yellowstone. 

Presentations are given between 10:30 to 3:30 p.m. and include speakers such as Rhea Topping, Jeff or Harry Murray, Beau Beasly, Marcia Woolman, and Bob Cramer. The rod raffle includes a Woolman cane rod, Sage pack rod-4pc, 5 wt, 8’6”, Winston 2 pc, 8’, 5 wt. And a Ted Godfreys 4 wt. Reel valued at $535. Sending a check for $25 to David Hartley, PO Box 786 Middleburg, VA 20118 or phone 540-253-5545 may purchase a Montana trip Ticket. Rod tickets are $5 or 6 for $25. For additional information call Marcia Woolman at 540-253-5545.

February 7-15, 2004

Eastern Sports and Outdoor Show, State Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg, PA. For additional information contact 800-732-2914.

March 20, 2004

The 29th Annual NCC-TU Angling Show at Landon School is featuring author and trout-fishing guru Tom Rosenbauer, a cast of fly-fishing experts and instructors, raffles, grand sweepstakes, silent auction, fly tying demos for kids and adults, casting demos and instruction, purveyors of fine fishing tackle, guides, authors' table, and more. 


Split Shots by Chuck Dinkel

 Congratulations!  You’ve found your way to my parting thoughts for the month.  First I want to mention that members of the Program committee have been hard at work lining up some talented and interesting speakers.  

You already know what to expect in January.  Here’s what’s happening after that: February: Mike Klimkos of Cumberland Valley Chapter of TU will present a program that discusses the 2004 River Conservation and Fly-Fish Camp for youth.  March: Marcia Woolman will talk about western fly-fishing.  Prior to this presentation her husband, Hank, will demonstrate the art of cane rod building. April: Bob Abraham, PVFF member, will present a program dealing with the Brotherhood of the Junglecock (BOJC). This organization was started in Maryland to help youth learn to fish.  May: Don Fine, PVFF member, will present a program about Mr. Caddis, Gary LaFontaine. Gary who died last year was an innovative fly tier, storyteller, and fly fisher.

The February and April programs intentionally deal with youth.  The goal is to stimulate you to think about ways that you can encourage more youngsters to participate with you in the sport of fly-fishing and how you can serve as their mentor and teacher.  

At the January Board Meeting I will propose that one way that PVFF can get more youth involved in the organization.   Beginning in January 2004, each time an adult member brings a youth between the ages 10-16 to a PVFF sponsored activity (monthly program, fly tying round table, outing, casting clinic, banquet etc.) that youth becomes eligible for a drawing to be held at next year’s banquet. Then at our Annual Banquet in 2004, one of those lucky youths will win a youth fly fishing outfit.  

Each time the youth attends any function a ticket with his name will be put in the drawing box.  The more events attended, the greater the chance of winning.  I am also going to suggest that an adult who signs up for Don Fine’s 2004 fly tying class be allowed to bring along a child for free.  

Winter has started early again this year, but don’t let that stand in your way of being involved in your club’s activities or attendance in the fly-fishing shows that help us focus on the warmer days of spring.  If you tie flies why not have your son or daughter, grandson or granddaughter, or even a neighbor’s kid sit down and learn with you.  What a legacy to leave for these children.

In the month’s to come I’ll have other ideas and thoughts to share with you.  Whether you agree or disagree with them let me or someone on the Board know. PVFF is only as good as the people that make up the organization - our officers, committee chairs and you the general membership who we serve. So make a point to get involved in 2004!  Volunteer your time to help make the club grow and serve you and our newer members even better.  

Franklin D. Roosevelt (for you younger guys he was one of our Presidents) had his fireside radio talks for the American public.  President Dinkel will offer his monthly bench-side (fly-tiers that is) comments right here in the next issue of Streamlines.  Talk to you in February.

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.  Membership Dues: $10.00, Family Dues: $15.00

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ Date: _________



(Last)


(First)


(Middle Initial)

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________



(Street)



(City)

(State)

(ZIP)

Home phone: _____________________________________ Business phone: ____________________________    

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you now a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____________ No______________

Send membership applications and renewals to: Potomac Valley Fly Fishers





              P. O. Box 3001





              Frederick, MD 21705

-TEAR OFF AND RETURN-

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.com
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 PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2004


President	Chuck Dinkel


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker


Treasurer	Ruby Fine


3yr Director	Lou Stohlman


2yr Director	 


1yr Director 	Ted Bruszewski


Past President	Ron Graunke








PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		Brad Homman


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Bill Wilson


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Web Page		John Brognard
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