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2005 Programs by Chuck Dinkel
The program committee has been hard at work lining up a number of interesting programs for this year. You already know Tom Brtalik is making a repeat appearance.  Tom will lead our members in a leader building class in January.  He guarantees that by using his formulas you can easily double your catch rate.  In March, Jay Sheppard from Patauxent-Potomac Chapter of TU is our invited speaker.  Jay is well known to fly fishers in this area. He will provide us with tactics and techniques that he has used over the year to catch wily trout.  We are working on a salt-water program for the March meeting.  Too early to report on details at this time.  In April Bob Stouffer from Antietam Fly Anglers will conduct a fly-casting seminar.  Bob is a certified caster and excellent instructor.  He will also share some ideas for fishing western Maryland streams.  In May Terry Alexander will talk to members about his methods for taking fish on small streams.  We might also entice him to tie some of his size 28 parachute flies beforehand.  The committee is always open to your suggestions for programs if there is something you would like us to consider.

PVFF Introductory Fly Tying by Don Fine
PVFF will be offering a five-week introductory fly-tying course on Monday evenings, beginning January 24, 2005. Classes will be at Hobbytown on East Street in Frederick. Call Don Fine to register at 301-371-5617. Cost is $25 for materials and instruction. Basic rental equipment is available for $20, for tyers who do not have their own. 

Week 1- Tie Green Weenie and Woolly Bugger & Worm Patterns


Objectives – thread control, application of basic materials, half-hitch finishing

Week 2 – Tie Nymph Patterns – Caddis Pupae and Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear


Objectives – application of tails, and dubbing 

Week 3 – Tie Wet fly (Soft Hackle) and Spider Patterns


Objectives – work with foam, application of legs

Week 4 – Tie Minnow Patterns for Trout, Pan fish and Bass – Tommy’s White Fly and Muddler Minnow


Objectives – spinning deer hair, deer hair wings

Week 5 – Tie Elk Hair Caddis and Adams _Dry Fly Patterns


Objectives – application of wings, hackling  
FFF Conservation Coordinator
 
FFF announces the hiring of Ms. Kajsa Stromberg as our new Conservation Coordinator. 
 
Kajsa joins us from the staff of the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute where she is the Watersheds Programs Coordinator. Kajsa has a dual major bachelor degree in Biology and Natural Resources & Environmental Science from Kansas State University. She has her Masters Degree in Fishery Resources from the University of Idaho.
 
Kajsa brings a wealth of professional and volunteer experience to the FFF. She has worked on fishery projects, watershed issues, water quality monitoring, wilderness trails issues, stream bioassessment, wetlands research and many other projects and programs that help to prepare her to lead our wide ranging conservation activities. In addition, she has been a very active volunteer with various land use groups, the American Fisheries Society, Amnesty International and many local organizations.
 
Finally, Kajsa has extensive experience in communicating issues to the public and in the administrative skills needed, including grant writing.
   
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

December 14
Annual Travelogue Show, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

January 4
Board of Directors


Frederick County Library, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

January 11
Tom Bratlik, Leader Making, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

January 15-16
The Fly Fishing Show, Reckord Armory, U. of MD, College Park, MD, 9-5pm

January 18 
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable, Hobbytown, East Street, Frederick, MD 7-8:30 pm

January 24
Beginners Fly Tying Course, 5 weeks, Hobbytown, East Street, Frederick, MD

January 25
Board of Directors


Frederick County Library, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

February 5
Creekside Tyathon, Bedington, WV

February 8
Jay Shepherd, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

February 13
Rapidan TU/FFF Fishing Show, Middleberg, VA

Soda Butte Creek by Don Fine

As one drives west from Cooke City, Montana into the Northeast entrance of Yellowstone Park you are awestruck by the beauty of towering conifers and numerous mountain peaks, with names such as Abiathar, Baronette, Hornaday, Republic and The Thunderer. It is in the valley below that one finds mountain streams, e.g. Pebble Creek and Warm Creek that come together to form Soda Butte Creek. As Soda Butte flows into the Lamar Valley, where it joins the Lamar River, it becomes a relatively slow moving stream. Along its banks, amid the sage and willow, one finds evidence (droppings) of wildlife, bison, antelope and deer. Throughout this transit, the stream consists of series of riffles and pools, some several feet deep. Cutthroat trout inhabit the pools and seams where water tumbles from riffles into pools. While most fish in the Soda Butte are small, one occasionally finds a 16-18” fish. Despite their size, these fish are aggressive feeders and fighters. 
The Soda Butte is an ideal stream to fish dries or dry/nymph combinations. Long drag free drifts are easy, in contrast to “difficult-to-fish-dries” pocket water that is prevalent in many of the other small stream waters of Yellowstone Park.

This past August when Ruby and I spent late morning and early afternoon on the Soda Butte, we had one of our finest days. Through much of our stream time, we used Trude or Turk’s Tarantula patterns as the lead fly with copper johns or enchanted prince nymphs as droppers. An ant pattern proved effective in enticing the largest cutthroat of the day (16”) that passed up a number of earlier offerings including Adams parachute and caddis pupae. Shortly thereafter, a Lafontaine’s sparkle pupae enticed another cutthroat of equal size. The latter fish succeeded in escaping my camera. 

Numerous species of insects hatch on Soda Butte and Pebble Creek throughout the season. Golden stones, caddis, PMD, and Baetis are typical hatches. In September the Soda Butte sees too a great Green Drake hatch. Discussions with Marsha and Hank Wolmann, who reside summers in Silver Gate, Montana, and just a few miles east of the Park entrance, confirm the Soda Butte to be one of the hottest streams this year in Yellowstone Park. Next time you travel to Yellowstone, stop for a few hours to try the Soda Butte. Hint, if you arrive late afternoon to sundown you will love the caddis hatch. 

Fly Tyers Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

We have a good program planned for the 2005 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at Hobbytown at their new East Street location (formerly Wolff’s Furniture) on the third Tuesday of each month from January through June this year. Here is our schedule

January 18
Tom Bratlik patterns 

February 15
 Articulated Bugger

March
15
TBA
April 19
Warm water flies with Tommy Marks

May 17
TBA


June 21
Saltwater Flies 

For January, you need to bring black 6/0 tying thread and your tools. Tom will provide the materials for the flies he wishes to teach us. 

If you have questions or comments please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510.


Basscatch from the FFF Home page
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The Federation of Fly Fishers conservation mission includes promoting the awareness among fly fishers of the value of native fish. Basscatch strives to raise awareness of the diversity within our warm water wetland environments, their conservation needs and their vast recreational opportunities. 

Background
Black bass (Micropterus sp.) are perhaps one of the more commonly pursued fish by warm water anglers, but what is not well known is that there are at least 8 existing subspecies of black bass. The largemouth black bass (Micropterus salmoides) is the best-known species of this genus. It is widely distributed throughout natural warm waters of North and Central America, but the species also has adapted well too many man-made reservoirs. Most of the other representatives of Micropterus are generally not as widely distributed. They are much more dependent upon healthy natural systems for their survival and many have evolved with adaptations and habitat requirements that are unique to the warm water systems in which they exist. Their adaptations to unique wetland niches also make these specialized species of black bass especially vulnerable. Streamside development, pollution from urban and industrial runoffs and future impoundments all are threats to these species and their habitats. The same factors also have strong possibility to compromise our enjoyment of fishing for these black bass. The most important first step towards protection of these unique native resources is to be aware and understand them. 

Basscatch Mission
(1) To enhance angler knowledge of native black bass, their habitats and conservation needs.
(2) To secure and improve the recreational opportunities and enjoyment associated with these warm water species for future generations. 

Basscatch encourages FFF members and other fly fishers to learn more about all native black bass species by visiting the waters they inhabit and fishing for them. FFF selected six of the more specialized species of black bass and their native warm waters for focus. These bass are the Redeye bass, Suwanee bass, Shoal bass, Guadalupe bass, Alabama spotted bass and the Florida largemouth bass. Any fly fisher may participate by catching and releasing four of the selected species to qualify for certification as an awarded Basscatch Member. Each applicant that meets all qualifications for recognition shall receive a Basscatch Member pin, patch and a certificate that is suitable for framing. 

Upcoming Area Fly Shows by Pete Cook

The Winter Fly Shows are not too far away. Here is a list of upcoming shows you may want to put on your calendar for 2005.

The Fly Fishing Show, University of Maryland, Reckord Armory, College Park, MD is January 15-16 from 9-6 on Saturday and 9-5 on Sunday.

The Fly Fishing Show at the Garden State Exhibit Center in Somerset, NJ is from January 28-30, 2005.

Creekside Annual Tyathon is February 5, 2005 to be held at the Ruritan Building in Bedington, WV. 

The Eastern Sports and Outdoor Show is February 5 -13, 2005 at the Farm Show Building in Harrisburg, PA.

The Rapidan TU/FFF Chapter Annual Fishing Show is an hour away from Frederick in Middleburg, VA on February 13, 2005 from 10-5. This is a fine show.

The National Capital Chapter-TU holds its 30th Annual Angling Show on March 19 at the Landon School in Bethesda, MD

FLY OF THE MONTH  
Whitlock's Bead Head Red Fox Squirrel Nymph
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Materials

	
	Hook: 2x or 3x long nymph, size 4 to 16. Mustad 9671 or 9672; Eagle Claw 63 or 58; Tiemco 5262 or 5263; Daiichi 1710 or 1720
Thread: Brown or black 8/0 Uni-thread and 3/0 Monocord or 6/0 Flymaster
Underbody: Fine lead or lead-free wire
Abdomen: Red fox squirrel hair mixed with an equal amount of comparably-colored Antron dubbing or similar
Tail: Red fox squirrel guard hair
Head: Gold metal bead
Rib: Oval gold tinsel
Thorax: Red fox squirrel hair mixed with an equal amount of dark gray Antron dubbing or similar
Legs: Dark mottled partridge, grouse or hen hackle 


The Red Fox Squirrel is one of Dave Whitlock's most versatile and adaptable nymphs, with or without a bead head.

Tying Instructions
1 Select a bead that matches the size hook you are using-note that the end with the small hole must go onto the hook first. If the bead will not slip past the barb, you may have to mash it down; if the bead will not go around the bend, try another style hook or different size bead.

2 Secure your hook in the vise, push the bead out of the way and start your 3/0 thread behind the eye. Cover the front third of the shank with a double layer of thread, whip finish and cement the wraps. (This step is optional, but makes a more durable fly.)

3 Push the bead to the eye of the hook, start your 8/0 or 6/0 thread behind the bead and cover the shank. Attach the end of a piece of fine lead wire behind the bead and wrap toward the rear, covering no more than the front third to half of the hook. Break off the excess wire, cover it with thread and cement the wraps.

4 Cut a pinch of hair from the back of a red fox squirrel skin and clean away the under fur. Measure the hair to be a bit longer than the gape of the hook and tie it in. Bind the excess hair along the shank and return to the bend.

5 Cut more fur from the squirrel and mix it with an equal amount of amber or tan Antron dubbing, cut up sparkle yarn or Aunt Lydia's Rug Yarn. Dub a small ball of the Antron/squirrel mix at the rear of the hook. 

6 Tie in a piece of oval gold tinsel in front of the ball of dubbing and bind the excess along the shank. Dub the abdomen so it tapers uniformly toward the front of the hook. The abdomen should incorporate approximately the rear two thirds of the fly. 

7 Wrap the gold tinsel over the abdomen to suggest segmentation. Tie off the tinsel and trim the excess; use a dubbing tool to tease out some of the fibers along the abdomen.

8 Mix some more natural squirrel fur with an equal amount of dark gray or brown Antron dubbing, sparkle yarn or Aunt Lydia's Rug Yarn. Dub a full thorax, stopping just short of the bead.

9 Tie in the tip of the bird or hen hackle you have chosen to use and stroke the barbs to the rear. Make two wraps and tie it off; then trim the excess. Spin a little more of the dark squirrel mixture on your thread and fill in the space between the hackle and the bead. Whip-finish and cement the wraps.

(Credit: Fly Tying with Al and Gretchen Beatty from www.flyfishamerica.com)

Split Shots Chuck Dinkel

If you fly-fish in Pennsylvania and like me regularly purchase an out-of-state annual fishing permit you may be in for a shock in 2005 when you see the price tag on it.  The state increased the license fee about 50% to $59.00.  That includes $8.00 for the trout stamp.  I have not heard if Maryland plans to reciprocate for PA fly fishers that ply MD waters.  I have not seen what the price increase will be for three-day permits, but for those of us who spend most of our time in MD and occasionally venture across the Mason Dixon Line that may be a less expensive alternative.  It is not as convenient since you have to find a business that sells licenses, but at least now you know the trade off.  Wish I had known this a few weeks ago.  I could have put a PA license on my Christmas list.

It is in the upper 20’s as I write this and I heard the temperature would be in the single digit range tonight.  Last time I looked out my pumpkins had more than frost on them.  Nevertheless, if you can believe the weathermen there are some 50-degree days predicted in a week or so.  Most of the freestone creeks around here are in now in the thirties.  If you fish one these streams remember that the metabolism of cold-blooded trout is very low.  Fish will not more much for your fly. Plan to fish SLOW and with a fly that looks like a decent meal for a trout.  Woolly buggers in black, brown, and dark olive are often a place to start.  Do not expect an aggressive take.  Cold feet, cold fingers and cold noses have a way of distracting from the business at hand.  The subtle take may be missed if you are focused more on your own comfort than detecting the strike.  I know some of our members were hoping that moisture wicking long underwear would make an appearance under their Christmas trees.  Now’s the time to put them to the test.  For those of you able to get to a spring creek you have the option of getting into the water to warm up as well as thaw out the guides on your rod if wading is an option.  Think I’ll stick close to my tying bench for a bit.
Speaking of tying don’t forget that PVFF’s own Don Fine will again be offering a fly tying class in early 2005.  It’s a great introduction to this aspect of the sport. Just think of all the neat stuff you will be able to add to you “gotta have” list when friends and family ask what they can get you for birthdays and other occasions.  Not to mention all you will save when you will no longer have to buy flies. Why I am sure if I added up the cost of all my hooks and materials I could easily crank out flies for around $2.00 each.  One thing you can save on is the cost of pattern books.  If you have Internet access, many web sites will provide you with a lifetime of tying.  The Orvis site and the Virtual Fly Tyer are two that come to mind.  If you are looking for something to do besides watching the Redskins lose, I highly recommend it.  It can be a very relaxing hobby.  It is also a way I bond with several of my grandkids.  If you are interested or know someone who is talk to Don.  Class size is limited.  Gotta go.  A friend just called who says he’s got a way to fly-fish thru the ice.  More on that next month.  Don’t forget all the shows coming up in the New Year.  

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________ Date: _____________



(First)



(Last)

 (Middle Initial)

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _______________________________________

E-mail address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Member Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____ No____         Membership: Dues: $10____ or Family $15____
Send membership applications and renewals to:         
Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, __________


Potomac Valley Fly Fishers 





P. O. Box 3001



Check #____________    Cash _______

Frederick, MD 21705










New ____   Renewal _____ Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		Ruby Fine


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Bill Wilson


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Web Page		John Brognard








PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2005





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	Lou Stohlman 301-831-4675


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


2yr Director	Don Fine        301-371-5617


1yr Director 	Pete Cook 301-865-3510








8
1

