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First Annual PVFF Family Picnic by Chuck Dinkel
The weather was great, members and their families turned out, the fish cooperated, and the food was first class! All this made for a very successful PVFF family picnic.  Thank you to the Stohlman, Fine and Brognard families for taking the lead in organizing this event.  Middletown Park was a great choice as the site for the picnic.  The playgrounds provided recreation for the kids as the hamburgers and hotdogs grilled.  
Later the pond was the center of activities for the children’s fishing contest.  Every child went away a winner.  At least 17 kids participated in the day’s activities.  Those of us that stayed to the end to pack up felt that the picnic was such a success that we should definitely plan to do it again next year.  By then the word will have gotten out and we will probably have twice as many people attend. That is the kind of “problem” I like to deal with!  

 PVFF Family Picnic by Donna Brognard
Thanks to all who attended the PVFF annual picnic held on June 18 at the Middletown Park.  We look forward to there being many to follow at this great picnic site. There were 24 adults and 18 youth in attendance.  It was a glorious “blue bird” day.  
The winners of the youth fishing contest (most fish caught in 1 hour) were: Ages 1-3, a tie between Andrew and Daniel Folkendt;  Ages 4-6, Daniel Manfredo;  Ages 7-10, Aydia Sommer; Ages 11-14, tie – Ian Sommer and Devon Inman.   



Contest winners

The remaining participants each received a Sacagawea dollar.  
I would like to thank Lou Stohlman for doing a great job in grilling the hot dogs and hamburgers, Ruby Fine for assisting in coordinating and shopping for supplies for this event, and everyone in attendance for the delicious food they brought.  It was great to have so many youth in attendance and they were just fun to be around and seemed to enjoy the fishing too.  We welcome any suggestions and help for next year’s picnic.   



Our fishing contest participants

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

September 13
Capt. Brady Bounds, Light Tackle Tactics for the Bay Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7:00 p.m.  
September 27 Board of Directors, Frederick Library, 7 p.m.
October 22
PVFF Annual Banquet, Thorpewood, Lefty Kreh featured speaker

PVFF Annual Banquet by Chuck Dinkel
Little by little, the word is getting out that this year’s annual banquet will be the best ever! This is no exaggeration.  I suggest that after you read this article you run, do not walk, to your calendar and mark down the date – October 22, 2005.  

The setting for the banquet is ThorpeWood, an environmental retreat center nestled in the Catoctin Mountains. It is less than a ten-minute drive from the Visitors Center on Hunting Creek.  When Ted and I visited the facility earlier this year, I wondered how we could be so lucky to find a place like this to hold our banquet.  Ever been to a “real” hunting or fishing lodge?  ThorpeWood more than meets my definition of what it must be like to be President of the United States and have access to a place like Camp David.

The lodge where we will be meeting is set into a forested hillside overlooking a native brook trout stream.  If that does not get the juices flowing, I do not know what will. The building was carefully designed and constructed to be ecologically sensitive. It features several large rooms for meetings, programs and banquets, cathedral ceilings, a massive stone fireplace and screened-in porch. If you suffer from “cabin fever“enjoy the network of pleasant trails or take an easy stroll to the arched bridge that crosses the stream. 

The meal will be without equal.  We have two chefs lined up whom I know personally.  They have promised a catered meal unlike any you have ever partaken at a PVFF banquet.  We will have appetizers, salad and bread, two entrees, vegetables and starches, and desserts.  I guarantee that no one will go home hungry or disappointed with the food. 

Can it get any better than this? You bet!  Our speaker for the evening is Lefty Kreh.  In addition to his presentation, Lefty will also conduct a casting class for eight adults and two youth. If we have more persons sign up than spaces available a drawing will fill them.  The cost for the class is $65, which is the same amount charged when Lefty was our guest several years ago.  Can you think of anything else not affected by inflation?  In addition, the Board of Directors has agreed that the cost for the two youths will be paid by PVFF

In addition to the venue, food, program and special activities, you can also participate in the bucket raffles and drawings for some outstanding fly-fishing and non-fly fishing related items.  As you know, the banquet is PVFF’s sole fundraiser.  I am anticipating a great turn out and look forward to seeing you, your spouse/significant other, and other members of your family at this wonderful event.  


Transplant by Don Fine, VP Conservation MAC/FFF
On June 9, 2005, several members of Potomac Valley Fly Fishers and Antietam Fly Anglers ventured to the National Conservation Training Center in Shepardstown, WV to learn about the efforts made decades ago to preserve the Colorado River cutthroat trout. Mr. Phil Pister, a fisheries’ biologist from California and a representative of the Desert Fisheries Council, gave the presentation that evening. Mr. Pister’s epilogue so impressed me that I wanted to share it with our Streamlines’ readers.

One of the earliest recorded efforts at species preservation occurred in 1931 when California biologists sent Colorado a shipment of California golden trout eggs, and Colorado reciprocated with a shipment of blackspotted a.k.a. Colorado River Cutthroat trout (CRC) eggs. The latter group was reared in the Mount Whitney fish hatchery and planted later that year in a very remote group of barren alpine lakes between 11,000 and 12,000 feet in elevation in the southern Sierra Nevada Mountains. The intention of transplanting the CRC in such a remote location was to keep this strain separate from other trout strains that inhabit the streams and lakes of California. Transplanting the fingerlings into this remote location was no easy task, as the only route to the lakes was by footpath. The fish were transported in milk cans strapped on mules and led by the biologists on a 10- hour hike high into the mountains. Ingenious for its time, the fish were kept alive on this long trek as the water was continuously aerated as it sloshed back and forth in the cans strapped to the mule’s side. 

In the decades that followed, the CRC continued to proliferate in the high mountain lakes, owing to the isolation of the area, and accessible only to those who would hike the distance in the short summer season when the mountain was not snow-covered. After nearly 50 years in isolation, the California cutthroat trout population in these isolated lakes was recognized as the purest remaining population of CRC, while those remaining in Colorado had hybridized with other strains.

As such, some 46 years after the transplant, biologists at the Mount Whitney hatchery were contacted by the state of Colorado to obtain some CRC to replant in Colorado, as the strain had become practically extinct in that state. Mr. Pister, along with a team of volunteers and staff, hiked the 10 hours into the lakes and using fly rods, the group caught over 200 CRC in a matter of several hours. The freshly caught fish were placed in 20-gallon cans, transported by helicopter down from the mountain, and flown back to Colorado. Once in Colorado, the fish were trucked into the Rocky Mountain National Park, then again by helicopter in hanging release boxes to their final destination in Ptarmagin Creek. As such, the CRC was re-established in its native waters where it has flourished since and to the point that in recent years the CRC has been also transplanted into several streams in Wyoming.

In concluding this story, Mr. Pister told of his mentor Mr. Leon A. Talbot, a fisheries biologist who worked at the Mount Whitney hatchery in the early 1900’s, and who was instrumental in leading the initial effort of transporting the CRC up Shepard Pass into the high Sierras and transplant of those fingerlings into Williams Lake. Mr. Talbot was quoted at the time “them their fellows might be worth something some days”. Mr. Talbot grave looks out upon Shepard Pass, but his legacy lives on today. Because of efforts of these early conservationists, the CRC strain exists today.   

Grade School Physical Education Fishing Class by John Brognard
I recently had the opportunity to spend two days with Lewistown Elementary School Physical Education Teacher and avid fly fisher Mike Telemeco and many of his students. Mike created a two-week curriculum on fishing. He spent the first week teaching youngsters from first through fifth grade about spin fishing including the types of equipment, how to cast (with practice in the school yard) and types of lures. The second week he devoted to fly fishing and contacted Doug Hutzell to request help from volunteers. Sterling Buzzell and I were available to help. I spent two enjoyable days helping youngsters learn to fly cast and was amazed at how well many of the children did with only minimal instruction and a little practice. Even some of the first graders did well.

This was an especially enjoyable two days for me and I would highly recommend the experience to all members of PVFF. In fact I would like to encourage our club to support Mike’s effort and work with Mike to add his curriculum into Frederick County schools Physical Education program. Because many of the P.E. Teachers are not fishers, PVFF and other clubs like Antietam Fly Anglers and TU would have to commit to helping with the training.  Even if we are unable to accomplish this, I hope all our members have the opportunity to experience teaching young people the beauty of fly fishing in the future.

Antietam Fly Anglers by Sterling Buzzell
Antietam Anglers fly tying roundtable will be held at the Keystone Sporting Goods Store in Hagerstown on Thursday, Sept 1, at 7 PM. Bill Lewis will be the featured fly tyer.
 

In addition, AFA will resume their meetings starting Thursday, Sept. 15, at 7:30 PM. Terry Alexander will be giving his talk on Hooked on Small Stream Trout Fly Fishing. 


PVFF Fishing Trips by Bill Wilson

 We are planning another trip to Bill Skilton’s Angler’s Envy Fly Fishers’ Retreat for later on in the summer. Contact me if you are interested.
There is a salt-water trip on the Bay planned for September 30.  There is room for six people in two boats and the cost will be $330/boat.  You can either fly fish or use spinning tackle both of which are furnished. You can bring your own if you wish.  So far, there are five people interested in this trip.  

Split Shots by Chuck Dinkel
I’m Back!  From my Alaska commercial fishing experience that is.  I spent two wonderful weeks with friends who live in Petersburg. Alaska.  If you have a map of the area, Petersburg is located on the panhandle of the state, south of Juneau, the capitol.  Petersburg is at the tip of Mitkof Island, a small fishing community of about 3000 folks. The populations swell by a few hundred during the May “Little Norway Festival” which I was a lucky participant. A majority of the inhabitants trace their ancestry to Norway and every May there is a four-day festival to celebrate this connection.  This being the 100th celebration the Norwegian Ambassador and his wife attended.  I went to many different events sponsored during the long weekend and sampled lots of Norwegian food.  

Grant, one of my hosts, owns a 42-foot commercial salmon hand troller (not to be confused with a trawler).  The “Hazel B” named after Grant’s mother, is a wooden boat that is over 65 years old.  If you own a boat, even a small one, you have some appreciation for what it takes to keep a wooden boat of this age floating.  Grant and I spent several days readying the boat for its seasonal shakedown cruise.  We got underway with an inoperative GPS system. To wait for repairs would have meant at least a two-week delay as the unit had to go to Seattle to be worked on.  Unbelievably there are still sailors who can navigate using paper charts, not the high tech electronic ones displayed on notebook computers to which many of today’s boaters have become accustomed.  Grant and I spent four days fishing, during which time we checked out the gear and hauled in a number of 20 pound plus king salmon and halibut up to 100 pounds.  We weren’t targeting the big flatfish, but they seemed to like the herring trolled on some of our lines so they wound up on board the Hazel B for a ride back to Petersburg Seafood Processors.  

I had many other great experiences during my two-week visit, but I will save those for another time or perhaps for a monthly PVFF program.  

I wish to thank those PVFF members who contributed flies for the 2005 campfire of the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock.  They were put to use by many of the 400 plus boys that participated in the long May weekend of learning and developing fishing skills. If you have a son or know a boy who would benefit from this type of experience talk to me sometime about it.

Don Erb, PVFF’s representative to the Frederick County Sportsman’s Council notified me that the Council is planning a pig roast for members of affiliated clubs.  The date is August 28, 2005 and the location is the Frederick Chapter of the Izaak Walton League on Reels Mill Road.  If you would like to attend let Don know by August 10.  Don informs us that the first 10-15 attendees will not need to pay a participants’ fee. You can contact him by phone (301-253-5530) or email (erbdon@netzero.com).  The Council represents the interests of all sportsmen in Frederick County.  Each year it provides input on related issues to the Frederick County delegation to the Maryland General Assembly.  It is PVFF’s and other member club’s way of focusing the attention of our elected officials on specific needs of sportsmen.  Check with Don for additional information.

EDITOR WANTED
PVFF has an opportunity for you. Our editor is stepping down on January 1, 2006. Our current editor will work with you and help you get started especially this fall and early winter before he steps down. Here is a great opportunity to be creative, innovative, and help PVFF at the same time. If you are interested in editing and publishing our newsletter, Streamlines, call Chuck Dinkel at 301-831-3637.

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705

www.pvflyfish.org

[image: image5.jpg]






PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2005





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	Lou Stohlman 301-831-4675


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


2yr Director	Don Fine        301-371-5617


1yr Director 	Pete Cook 301-865-3510





Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $10 or Family is $15 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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