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Streamlines

Volume 12, No. 7-8






July-August 2003

UPCOMING EVENTS:

July 8
Casting Clinic and Games


Buckingham’s Choice, Buckeystown, MD 7 p.m.

July 12
PVFF Fishing, 3:30 p.m., Potomac R., Wet Wading, Armory at Harper’s Ferry,WV

July 26
PV FF, Potomac R. Canoe Fishing, TBA

July 29
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

August 8-10
Frederick Sports Expo


Fairgrounds, Frederick, MD

August 12
PVFF White Fly Fishing


Packhorse Ford, Potomac River, Shepardstown, WV

August 13
PVFF Salt Water Fishing, Kent Narrows, MD 7:30 p.m., at the parking lot under the bridge.

August 26 
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

September 9 
Regular Meeting, Maryland School for Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

September 30
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

November 1
Annual Meeting, American Legion Hall, Thurmont, MD


6 p.m.
We are combining the July and August Streamlines into one mailing this summer. You will find information on events for both July and August in this issue.

July Program - An Evening of Casting and Fishing by Ted Bruszewski

This will be an evening of casting for everyone. We will hold this clinic at Buckingham’s Choice just off route 80 south of Buckeystown. Others and I will be there to help those who are new to the fly fishing adventure by critiquing your present casting technique and offering advice and hints for improvement.

The goal is to make it easier for you to get a fly out to the fish with some degree of accuracy.

 For those of us that have several to many years of fly casting experience there will be a casting for accuracy demonstration and competition.

Those who cast closest to a variety of different size targets will receive a prize for their efforts.

This is a great opportunity for all of us to hone-up on our casting skills. We will devote about 1 hour to the above…

Then you will all be free to fish for bass and bluegills in the pond until dark.  Refreshments will be provided.

Direct any comments or questions to me at 301 829-1569, Or via email at t.e.bruszewski@att.net. I hope to see you 

all there.
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August Program by Ted Bruszewski and Ron Graunke

Back by popular demand is National WHITE MILLER OUTING DAY.  No you don’t have to rush out and buy a new rod or fishing shirt or clear it with your boss for time off. Its not national anyway, its just our August meeting.   That means bring something to wade in (tennis shoes okay), waders if you prefer; a rod, a hat something to drink and some of your favorite bugs to drown.  First one there 4pm starts it; last one to leave ends it. Lightning cancels it!  August 12 Tuesday.  Here are the directions. Take I-70 West to Hagerstown, exit to route M-66, go south to Boonsboro cross rte 40 pass the Sheetz continue onto Boonsboro, veer left onto alt 40 continue into town and turn right at the light on MD 34 towards Shepherdstown, West VA. Just before you cross the river (Rumsey Bridge don’t cross it) turn left onto Canal Road along the river or is it River Drive along the canal?  The road goes down hill ¼ mile turns left and follows the road for approximately a mile. Look for a familiar face/ car. There are a few pullout spaces along the road to park.   If you continue through, you’ll hit Antietam Creek aqueduct and gone too far. Turn around. For complete and thorough directions call Ron Graunke at 301-829-2757.
501 (C) Status (Tax Exempt Organization) by Chuck Dinkel

GREAT news!!  PVFF just received notification that the IRS has approved our status as an organization exempt from Federal income taxes.  This couldn’t come at a better time.  We are in the process of drafting letters to fly fishing vendors and businesses to solicit items for auctioning and raffling at our annual fall banquet.  Businesses are better able to respond to our requests because items they contribute can be used as a tax write-off.  It also means that any gifts donated by PVFF members qualify as a donation if you itemize your taxes.

PVFF Annual Banquet by Chuck Dinkel 

The success of last year's annual PVFF Banquet was due in large measure to 
the many generous donations that members made to the bucket raffle and auction. 


This year the banquet is scheduled for Saturday November 1, at the American 
Legion Hall in Thurmont. It is not too early to write this date down on your 
calendar and to begin thinking how you can contribute to this year's event. 
Donations need not be fly fishing related. As a matter of fact historically 
many of the most sought after items have not been. Norm's peanut brittle, Ruby's pies and Ron's trees are examples. In addition to gift donations we also need members who can assist in setting up the Legion Hall and work at the various tables that night. If you can volunteer your time or can provide a 
donation please contact me at 301-831-3637 so you can be part of the planning process. Thanks for your support of your organization.

Boy Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge by Chuck Dinkel

Ted Bruszewski and I spent Friday and Saturday June 20 – 21, 2003 assisting eight youths from several Boy Scout Troops to qualify for their fly-fishing merit badge.  This activity was part of a merit badge camp held at Morgan Run Environmental Center.  The camp was organized and led by Westminster’s Venture Crew 202.  Venture Crew is an offshoot of the Boy Scouts and includes girls as well as boys.

The fly fishing students had to demonstrate proficiency in casting, knot tying, fly tying, fishing, and several related subjects.  Heavy rains greeted us on Friday, but the staff and boys persevered and by 5 PM Saturday most had completed the requirements. A pond on the premises had been stocked with pan fish and bass and a tributary of Morgan Run with trout.  However, the stream became too high and stained to permit fishing due to the precipitation on Friday.  

Ron Graunke, this year’s PVFF president, has taught this merit badge at Camp Airy near Thurmont.  He is looking for volunteers to assist him later this year.  This is a very rewarding way to help ensure the future of a sport we love and help instill a spirit of stewardship for our natural resources.  If anyone can help please check with Ron for details.  I am certain that Venture Crew will be running their class again and will be in need of assistance as well.

Mid-Atlantic Council Fly Fishing Show by Chuck Dinkel

The Mid-Atlantic Council, Federation of Fly Fishers (MAC-FFF) is sponsoring a Fly Fishing Festival on September 27, 2003, at the Clarion Inn and Conference Center, Shepherdstown, WV. 

 There is a wide range of activities planned for the day including an intensive one-day learn to fly fish course, FFF casting certification, and fly tying classes and demonstrations.  Many PVFF members will be serving as instructors for the classes.  

After the day’s events everyone is invited to the MAC-FFF Annual Banquet and Auction at the Clarion Hotel.  This starts at 5 p.m. The banquet and auction are the major fund raising activities for MAC, which helps support the Conservation Grant, Youth Education and Communications Programs.  

For more information or questions call 610-524-1911 or email:  MACfestival@aol.com

This is a great event and one you should put on your calendar now.

Sportsman’s Council Representative by Chuck Dinkel 

We thank Don Erb for volunteering to be the PVFF Sportsman’s Council Representative. Thanks again Don.

Federation of Fly Fishers and the Mid-Atlantic Council (MAC) by Chuck Dinkel

Seen the letters “FFF” and “MAC”, but are not sure what they mean?  The Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) is a national advocate for fly fisherman. The Mid-Atlantic Council (MAC) of FFF represents fly fishers in the Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania and Delaware area. 

The motto of FFF is “Conserving – Restoring – Educating through Fly Fishing. If you are not a member of FFF/MAC please consider joining.  Individual membership is $29.00 a year with senior membership only $22.00.  Contact me if you would like an application or additional information.

From The Pikes Peak Fly Fisher

Tippets and Leaders -- A General
Guide by Dusty Sprague
Tippet X code Lb. Test Hook size


.003" 8X 1 -  2 24, 26, 28
.004  7X 2 -  3 20, 22, 24, 26
.005  6X 3 -  4 16, 18, 20, 22
.006  5X 4 -  5 14, 16, 18
.007  4X 5 -  6 12, 14, 16
.008  3X 6 -  8 10, 12, 14
.009  2X 8 -  10 6, 8, 10
.010  1X 9 -  12 4, 6, 8
.011  0X 10 - 14 1/0, 2, 4


A general guide to tippet size selection is to divide the size of the hook by the number 3. The result refers to the tippet size in the 'X' designation. For example, an appropriate tippet size for a #18 fly would be 6X; however, the larger 5X material might be more desirable under certain fishing conditions. In general, use the largest tippet diameter practical for fly size and fishing conditions. Variations occur between brands in pound test and characteristics of the nylon material (stiffness, abrasion resistance, elongation, etc.). Hook sizes and weights, extra weighting, fly design and tying material characteristics, all affect leader and tippet performance. In general, when fish can see very well (fish with good vision, clear water, bright sun, shallow water, etc.), leaders need to be longer, and tippets need to be longer and lighter. When fish can't
see very well (fish with poor vision, murky water, night, deep water, etc.) leaders can be shorter, and tippets can be shorter/heavier. In very windy conditions, in heavy-cover areas, or fishing where leader/ tippet abrasion is likely, heavier and/or shorter leaders and tippets are more appropriate. A leader length of 9 ft. can be used as a baseline, extending, or shortening as appropriate. For best casting performance -- efficient energy transfer -- the diameter of the leader butt should correspond to the diameter of the tip of the fly line.

The following table can be used as a guide.

Fly Line Size Leader Butt Diameter
4 & 5 wt .022" or .023"
6 & 7 wt .024 or .025
8 & 9 wt .026 or .027
 

(This article is courtesy of the FFF Club Wire)

Fly Tyer’s Roundtable by Terry Alexander

Fly Tyer’s Roundtable will be July 15 at Hobbytown in Frederick beginning at 7 p.m. This is a bonus session requested by June’s attendees. Please sign up at the July meeting or call Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034. Terry will lead us in tying the Barb Wing Dun that Datus Proper wrote about in his book, What the Trout Said. This is the last scheduled Roundtable for 2003.

You will need the following materials:

Hooks - #12-14, dubbing – gray, tan or cream and light blue dun hackle sized so the hackle barb is the same length as the hook shank.

Traditionally, PVFF has not conducted Fly Tyer Roundtables in the fall. However, if you are interested in fall fly tying let us know in July and August. You can contact either Pete Cook @ 301-865-3510 or Terry Alexander @301-695-6034 if you wish to tie this fall. Let us know your interest. Thanks.

FLY OF THE MONTH


Handy Dandy Emerger by Bob Bates

March and April, for those of us in the northern states and provinces, are ice-out-time on our lakes and ponds. Chironomids (midges) will hatch anytime of the year if there is open water, and if fish are working on the surface they are probably feeding on chironomid pupa. The pupa slowly rises to the surface and then hangs in the surface film before splitting the pupal skin. I have had times when fish would hit a fly hanging in the surface film but would ignore the fly if it sank. This pattern is useful for imitating deep, rising and floating chironomid pupa.

The late Barry Handy developed the original Handy Dandy about 1991 a tier at the Morning Hatch in Tacoma, WA. Morning Hatch people wanted a chironomid pattern that had the sparkle of a natural when it is getting ready to hatch; this was Barry's solution. 

Fly fishers used standard chironomid techniques: a full sinking line with a slow (SLOW) hand twist retrieve or a floating line and letting it hang under a strike indicator.

Whenever a fly works great somebody has to improve it. In this case it was Jim Shearer, a professional tier from Kennewick, Washington. He wanted something that would hang in the surface film like the natural. 

To fish these patterns use a floating line and cast the fly to working fish. On the windy days make shorter casts so you can see the white gills (foam) in the waves. I try to cast slightly up wind and watch the fly as it floats by. Usually there is no question about the hit. As always match the fly to the size and color of chironomids hatching in your area.

Materials: 

Hook: Daiichi 1140, Tiemco TMC 200, Tiemco TMC 2457 or similar hooks, 10-20
Thread: White or same color as body, 3/0 - 8/0
Rib: Pearlescent Krystal Flash
Body: V-Rib or Body Glass, red, black, green, tan, olive, bright green, amber
Wingcase: Pheasant tail fibers
Thorax: Peacock herl
Gills: White closed cell foam

Gary Sanstrom, owner of the Morning Hatch, cautioned: "Be sure to use white thread in tying patterns with lighter color V-Rib; black shows through and makes the fly too dark." 

1. Smash barb before tying fly. Attach thread under thorax area and secure two strands of Krystal Flash on top of hook. Wrap thread smoothly rearward over the Krystal Flash to a point around the bend. 

2. Trim V-Rib to a fine point and tie it in. Trimming keeps an unsightly bump from developing on the first couple of turns and also keeps the body slimmer than tying V-Rib down from front to back.

3. Wind thread forward to thorax area. Spiral V-Rib so the Krystal Flash will fit inside of the gap, secure and trim excess V-Rib.

4. Spiral the two strands of Krystal Flash forward, secure and trim.

5. Attach four or five pheasant tail fibers at front of body with most of their length pointing to rear.

6. Attach two or three peacock herls by their tips and wind thread forward to within two eye widths of eye. Wrap herl forward, secure and trim. 

7. Attach white foam across hook using a figure eight wrap. 

8. Bring pheasant tail fibers forward over thorax and foam, attach in front of foam, trim excess fibers and whip finish head. Add a small drop of head cement.

9. Pull up foam and trim. Test your flies to make sure there is enough foam to float the pattern.

Before the hatch shows up on the surface there are lots of chironomids down near the bottom. So some of the original Handy Dandy patterns can be useful. Replace the foam with white Antron gills about twice as wide as the thorax. Let the fly hang under a strike indicator; fluorocarbon leader helps sink the fly. Originally the Handy Dandy was tied on a Tiemco 2457 hook, but many tiers choose to put chironomid patterns on longer shank hooks so they imitate the slim-body naturals. Remember to release all those fish carefully so they can fight another day. (From the FFF Website or FFF Club Wire)  


PVFF Summer Outings by Eric Thesing

We have an active and ambitious schedule for PVFF fishing trips this summer. Please sign up at the July meeting or call me at 410-489-0060 or e-mail me at ethesing@verizon.net. If you do not sign up in advance and show up on your own without letting me know you may be the only one there! So please let me know the trip(s) you are interested in joining. Here are the trips we have planned.

Harper’s’ Ferry Mid summer trip. 

This will be a wet wading trip on July 12th into the Potomac River for some smallmouth bass and sunfish. We will meet at historic Harper’s Ferry mid day, fish until night and stop off for pizza on the way home. We will meet at the Armory in the National Historic Park near the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers at 3:30 p.m. This is a great way to spend a summer afternoon!  

Canoe-Fishing, Potomac River

The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers second summer outing will be a canoe-fishing trip down a flat-water portion of the Potomac River on Saturday, July 26th. Yes, this is rescheduled from an earlier date due to weather issues. The club will arrange with a local outfitter to provide canoes and transportation for the trip. We have not yet agreed on the stretch of river and invite your suggestions. The event coordinator at approximately the halfway point will provide a picnic lunch. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to enjoy a lazy day floating and fishing the Potomac River with your fellow club members. 

If you’re interested in attending please e-mail Eric Thesing at ethesing@erols.com as early as possible. The cost of the trip will be based on the outfitter and will be determined by the number of participants. 

Night Saltwater trip for Stripers at Kent Narrows. 

Our last summer trip is to Kent Narrows on August 13th.  Find out why everyone is fly-fishing at Kent Narrows. Meet me under the Kent Narrows Bridge at 7:30 p.m. in the main lot and I will guide you to where we intend to fish. The time that is picked relates to the best tidal flow for the month of August. Kent Narrows is only an hour away from most club members and is one of the most productive striper spots on the bay.
Learn when, where and how on this trip. We will also try to provide some
canoes for those daring soles that really want to catch some fish! P.S. - There's usually a bunch of blue fish mixed in but don't tell anyone.
 


POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.  Membership Dues: $10.00, Family Dues: $15.00

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ Date: _________



(Last)


(First)


(Middle Initial)

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________



(Street)



(City)

(State)

(ZIP)

Home phone: _____________________________________ Business phone: ____________________________    

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you now a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____________ No______________

Send membership applications and renewals to: Potomac Valley Fly Fishers





              P. O. Box 3001





              Frederick, MD 21705

-TEAR OFF AND RETURN-

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.com
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PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2003


President	Ron Graunke


President-Elect	Chuck Dinkel


Secretary	Chuck Dinkel


Treasurer	Tommy Marks


3yr Director	


2yr Director	Karen Baker


1yr Director 	Everett Francis


Past President	Ted Bruszewski	





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		Chuck Dinkel


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Eric Thesing &Bill Wilson


Conservation		James Parker


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon
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