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UPCOMING EVENTS:

March 9
Marcia Woolman, Fishing the Yellowstone area, Maryland School for Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

March 16
Fly Tyers Roundtable, Hobbytown, 7 p.m., Frederick, MD

March 20
NCC TU

March 30
PVFF Bd. Of Directors


7 p.m.

April 13
Robert Abraham, BJOC, Maryland School for Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

March Program by Pete Cook

Our program this month features the husband and wife team of Marcia and Hank Woolman of Middleburg, VA. Marcia is our featured speaker and will be talking on fly fishing in Yellowstone National Park and surrounding area. The Woolmans guide fishing trips to this area every summer. Marcia will talk about the streams, tactics, flies to fish and where to avoid bears in the Yellowstone region, especially the Northeast quadrant of the Park.

Hank is a noted bamboo rod maker and guide. Hank has been building cane rods for the last 25 years and will review cane rod building starting at 7:15 p.m. The Woolmans are members of Trout Unlimited, Federation of Fly Fishers, and several other conservation organizations. Their home is in Middleburg, VA where they hold fly fishing classes. The Woolmans own The Outdoorsman Fly Fishing School and Guide Service which includes custom cane rods as a specialty.

PVFF Profile – Ruby Fine

TO FISH OR NOT TO FISH, THAT IS THE QUESTION!!! I never thought I’d see the day that I’d be fishing throughout the country, LET ALONE FLY FISHING.

I don’t remember when I learned to fish, but I do know it wasn’t with a fly rod. I liked my spinning rod because I could catch fish, once in awhile without trying too hard (Don made me say this!)

After marrying Don, we attended the PVFF meetings when it was held at The Rod Rack. Don was a member then and after several years of attending with him, I realized I, too, was getting involved in the club. So I joined PVFF. I took a fly tying class with Don given by Jim Gilford. I really enjoyed tying flies but I always put that off rather than making that a priority. I guess it’s because I didn’t fly fish and really didn’t need to have a supply of flies on hand. 

When Don and I would fish at Deep Creek Lake, I’d catch a few fish with my spinning rod and get excited because I actually caught something. Then when we started fishing in the western states, I’d have just as much enjoyment out of reading a book and watching Don enjoy this sport. Don kept insisting that I try fly-fishing and I kept avoiding his suggestion. He said he’d teach me! My thoughts were husbands do not teach wives anything. I feared it would lead to arguments and I don’t like confrontations, especially with my spouse. Don went along with my ignoring his suggestions, but then after going on an all day guided trip on the Yellowstone River with my videoing him as he continued to fly fish for hours, my ear was hooked on his back cast. Luckily I wasn’t injured, but then when he did it again (which he blamed on the wind) and caught me in my pant’s leg (I had on long pants); I decided to learn to fly fish and fight back.  

On one of our Montana trips we fished a short stretch of water for what seemed like hours. I had on Polaroid sunglasses, which helped me see the fish, and so I knew exactly where to cast my flies.  I caught several Cutthroat Trout without Don’s help. But I still haven’t gotten used to removing the fish from the hook that I have landed. I guess I’ll always depend on someone else to do that for me.

Last July we went to Alaska to fish for a number of different species. 

My idea of fishing has always been a day on a boat in a swimsuit in nice, warm weather…. not in rainy, cold weather wearing so many clothes that I could hardly move. But catching my first King Salmon in Alaska was a thrill as well as a disappointment since our guide lost the first King I landed before a picture could be taken. But then I proceeded to catch a second King, which we were able to photograph. Needless to say, the net had a hole, which allowed the first to escape. 

I’ll never be like my partner who could fish 365 days a year. If I catch a few fish, I’m bored, and if I catch two many, I get bored! I guess I’m not a true fly fisher person. What I’m trying to say is that no matter whether I tie flies, help teach fly tying and fly fishing, or fly fish, I would never have enjoyed these pastimes.  I owe it all to my mentor, my best friend, my husband, Don, who gets as much of a thrill seeing me land a fish as if it were his own. 

February Program by Chuck Dinkel

Mike Klimkos, a member of the Cumberland Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, was our special guest speaker. Mike talked to us about the award winning Rivers Conservation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp that the Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited is again offering in June 2004. The camp is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Council and hosted by the Cumberland Valley Chapter. 

Mike reviewed the purpose of the camp which is to educate students in the importance of coldwater conservation.  By selecting the leaders in high school today, it is felt that they will be the leaders of the communities in years to come. The curriculum has been structured to provide the necessary foundation for that education. 

Thanks Mike for an informative and great program.


Quotes (from the FFF Club Wire)

Herbert Hoover Speaks on Fishing
"Be patient and calm - for no one can catch fish in anger."

"The joys of fishing are not confined to the hours near the water."

"Fishermen are an optimistic class, or they would not be fishermen."

"Next to prayer, fishing is the most personal relationship of man."

"It is not the fish we catch that count. It is the joyous rush of the brook and the contemplation of the eternal rush of the stream."

"Fishing is the eternal Fountain of Youth."
(From the December 03 Target Talk the newsletter of the Long Beach Casting
Club)

Friends of Big Hunting Creek (FBHC) Annual Dinner by Chuck Dinkel

The annual banquet of the FBHC is scheduled for March 20 at the American Legion Hall in Thurmont. Cost of the dinner is $12.00 and the bar opens at 5 PM, dinner is at 7PM.  The evening will feature an after dinner program, door prizes and bucket raffles.  For additional information contact Linda Worthington at:  lowtech@md.net .  The Friends of Big Hunting Creek is a group of concerned fisherman that has worked to restore and preserve Big Hunting Creek “…to ensure the best possible fishing, now and in future years.”

Antietam Fly Anglers Annual Banquet by Don Fine

The Antietam Fly Anglers Annual Banquet will be held in Hagerstown on 13 March 2004 at the Plaza Hotel which is located across the road from the Halfway Blvd. Valley Mall.  Our Banquet will be held in the "Pen-Mar Room", located on the lower level. Access to the lower level is on the right of the hotel, through the double doors below the Fireside Restaurant and Lounge.
Please contact Buz Buzzell now at 717-794-2237 if you plan to attend. Make checks payable to the Antietam Fly Anglers (AFA) and send to Buz at PO Box 298, Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214

Social hour will start at 5 PM with a cash bar, and dinner will be served at 6 PM.

    
We will have a dinner buffet of Chicken Marsala and Baked Glazed Ham. Vegetables will be Au Gratin Potatoes, California Blend, Tossed Garden Salad with Dressing and Pasta Salad. For dessert we will have Chocolate Mousse.

    
Total cost with tax and gratuity will be $20.00 each. We will have our traditional "Bring one, Get one" gift table. If you bring one moderately priced gift for the table, you will get a ticket good for one gift from the table. If you bring two gifts, you will get two tickets, etc. Be sure to include the ladies.

Also, new at the Banquet - Don Fine has built a custom fly rod for AFA to be used as an annual fund raising activity for the Club. Raffle tickets will be sold each year at the Annual Banquet. The lucky winner will be able to keep and use the rod for a year, then return it to the Club to be raffled at the next Annual Banquet. It is a 2 piece, 5 1/2 ft., 3/4 weight with a Pflueger Supreme, model 1834 reel and line, all in a wooden carrying case. 

The Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock by Chuck Dinkel
The BOJC was founded in 1939 with the goal of instructing youth in the fine art of fishing.  The organization holds its annual campfire the weekend after Mother’s Day in Camp Airy in Thurmont.  This year the dates are May 14-16, 2004.

A seven-year instructional program is currently used.  It starts with boys 8 or older beginning with the basics of angling and taking them through an opportunity to fish with “the masters”.  Conservation, reading the water, streamside instructions, entomology, terminal tackle, equipment maintenance, knots, fly tying, rod building, and net making are some of the classes being taught.  Attendance is by invitation only.  A man can attend only when he sponsors a boy. A typical Maryland campfire will include 450 participants.

Each year the BOJC needs hundreds of flies for the youth participating in the program.  I am requesting that each PVFF fly tier tie up 10 flies in their favorite pattern to be donated to the organization.  This is a great way that we can support this worthy organization that is preparing the next generation of fishermen to be men who will respect our environment and be good stewards of our natural resources.

Please let me know that if you can tie some flies and get them to me in the beginning of May so I can give them to the BOJC leaders.

Federation of Fly Fishers News by Chuck Dinkel

FFF is sponsoring National Fly Fishing Week August 13-22, 2004 and encouraging members clubs to sponsor an activity during this time.  In keeping with our theme of “youth” I would like to get some suggestions for an activity that PVFF might hold.  Please give your ideas to me or any member of the Board.

The Mid-Atlantic Council of FFF plans to expand its Learn-To-Fly-Fish courses to two programs. One program will be held at Catoctin State Park in May and the other at Devil’s Background State Park on September 26th.

FFF is holding a membership incentive program.  PVFF is eligible to receive one of several premiums when we send in memberships for 15 new FFF members.  Please let me know if you are interested in joining, as the membership application must be submitted in a specific way for us to get proper credit.  There are many benefits to being an FFF member.  Information will be available at all regular monthly meetings.

Donations to PVFF by Chuck Dinkel

This is a reminder that although annual dues are only $10 a year for an individual membership, donations over that amount can be included with your renewal.  Every year some club members automatically include an extra contribution.  This money is applied to the club’s conservation and trout raising efforts.  Because of PVFF’s status as a non-profit organization that extra donation is tax deductible.  It was recently pointed out at a Board meeting that the cost of printing and mailing your monthly newsletter, Streamlines, exceeds $10 a year.  A painless way of financially supporting PVFF is to have your newsletter emailed to you if you have Internet access.  Some members have already selected this option.  If you haven’t, please consider it.  It’s like making a $1.00 donation to the club every month.  I can already see the trout in the rearing pen smiling.


April Program  by Chuck Dinkel
Long time PVFF member and Potomac River guide Bob Abraham and his son, Bobby, will present a special program about the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock (BOJC).  BOJC’s annual campfire at Camp Airy in the Catoctin Mountains is scheduled for the weekend of May 14-16, 2004.  I have been active in this organization for several years and have sponsored youth to attend.  Bob and his son will provide two unique perspectives about the BOJC.  Although now an adult and himself a leader in the program, Bobby will share what it meant to have a dad who sponsored him as a youth. Bob will provide us with the history and background of the organization.  If you have youth aged eight or above this is a must program for you as you will learn how to enroll youngsters in the program and the role of sponsors.  

In addition, between 7:00-7:45, Bobby who is a member of the National Fishing Lure Collectors Club and a licensed appraiser has agreed to provide PVFF members with estimates of the value of old/antique fishing gear (fly, spin, bait cast etc.) you may have lying around the house.  That bamboo rod that’s been in the family may be worth more than you realize. Bring your gear in to PVFF’s version of the Antique Road Show and you too might leave with a smile on your face.  .

Membership by Chuck Dinkel

Our Membership chairman has had to step down due to personal reasons and the club would like someone to volunteer to fill that position.  Please check with a member of the Board.  The job involves making monthly changes to the active member list.  Generally it takes less than 30 minutes each month to keep up with the corrections.  Surely someone can donate that much time to the club.

While I am on the subject, membership renewals are now due. Please look at the mailing label. If you have a “4” in the upper right corner of the label you are renewed for 2004.  If you aren’t up-to-date by the end of March you will be dropped from the list. Individual membership - $10; Family - $15.

Maryland Trout Stocking Schedule by Jon Brognard

Curious when the DNR is stocking your favorite trout streams. Well, don’t be curious any longer. Check it out on the PVFF website at our new web site www.pvflyfish.org. You will find the 2004 Maryland Trout Stocking Schedule on our improved web page.

[The new website address is also repeated under the return address label portion.]

Fly Tyer’s Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

The 2004 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at Hobbytown in the Frederick Shopping Center is on the third Tuesday of each month from January through June this year beginning at 7 p.m. Here is our remaining schedule:

March

Tom Bratlik patterns

April

Turck’s Tarantula

May

Underwater Bass Flies

June

Prince Nymph

During his talk on winter fly-fishing in January Tom Brtalik showed slides with information about some of his favorite fly patterns for cold and clear water and the types of water to fish them. Tom is coming back in March to demonstrate his patterns at the March Fly Tyers Roundtable. He will lead us through some of his patterns, including a fly a lot of you have been asking about, the Sculpin.

For March bring the following materials for these patterns which can be found in the Fly of the Month column.  If you do not have sufficient materials there will be enough there to help you out.

If you have questions or comments, please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510.

FLY OF THE MONTH  

Brtalik Sculpin Pattern

Materials:

Hook: 
Dai-Riki 060, Mustad 3906B, size 8

Thread
- Black 6/0

Eyes - Lead or dumbbell eyes size 5/32

Tail - Brown marabou and black Krystal flash

Body - Variegated medium chenille, black/coffee

Pectoral Fins
Olive mallard flank or pheasant flank feather sized using a wing burner

Tying Instructions by Chuck Dinkel

Several members asked me for the recipe for the sculpin pattern from a presentation several months ago.  Here are a few tying hints.  Tie the tail in first and tie in the pectoral fins before tying the body. I put a small drop of super glue on the threads that are used to attach the fins.  I made a wing burner from some scrap sheet aluminum.  It doesn’t have to be fancy.  The fins are about half the size of a dime.  You might want to experiment with different size fins and see what effect this has on the action of the fly.  We can share our results in a future issue of the newsletter.  Sculpins live on the bottom of the stream and their coloration matches the stream bottom. I tie the fly in several colors including olive and variegated brown and yellow.

Do You Have an Olfactory Handicap?
by Jim Abbs 


Up near the south shore of the Shining Big Sea Waters (Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow's name for Lake Superior) lives a psychiatrist by the name of
Gregory Bambenek. Dr. Bambenek has some interesting ideas, which have made him rich, but also are of importance to fly fishers.

Those who have read the "Guide to Aquatic Trout Foods" know that Dave
Whitlock argues strongly that the chemical senses play an important role in fish feeding. For example, Whitlock notes that "Trout rely heavily upon
their sense of smell to confirm the edibility of a food object. The fly tier
and fly fisher should give careful considerations to how his flies smell to
a trout. For example, when I fish sub-surface imitations of aquatic food forms, I will rub the fly with the bottom of a rock or a piece of vegetation taken from the stream. There is no doubt that a fly so treated performs better than one that carries human or chemical scents."

According to Dr. Bambenek's research, fish have one of the most sensitive
olfactory systems in nature. A good hunting dog can smell about 1,000 times
better than his master and a fish can smell 1,000 times better than a hunting dog. As a fly angler, you should know that if your perspiration contains high levels of L-serine, a mammalian amino acid offensive to fish, your fishing success may be restricted.

On the other hand, fish find other scents attractive. There apparently are unique scents emitted by wounded minnows, insects and crustaceans going through metamorphic skin changes or freshly laid fish eggs. These scents announce that dinner is served to every fish around.

As fly anglers, we have elevated our fly designs to the highest level with respect to their visual properties. Perhaps it is time we realized that no natural organism relies on a single sense to the exclusion of all others. The optimal and more realistic fly design would incorporate natural features of how a fly looks, feels (touch/texture) AND smells. Perhaps avoiding scents on flies is sort of like over zealous adherence to fly fishing rules of 19th century England to only fish dry flies upstream --- foolish and a little rigid. (Reprinted from the February 2004 Club Wire)


Winter Fly Fishing Shows by Pete Cook

Most of the winter’s shows are done except for the National Capitol Chapter –Trout Unlimited. This show is within a relatively easy drive of Frederick County 
March 20, 2004

The 29th Annual NCC-TU Angling Show at Landon School, Bethesda, MD is featuring author and trout-fishing guru Tom Rosenbauer, a cast of fly-fishing experts and instructors, raffles, grand sweepstakes, silent auction, fly tying demos for kids and adults, casting demos and instruction, purveyors of fine fishing tackle, guides, authors' table, and more. 

Split Shots by Chuck Dinkel

If you subscribe to the Frederick Post and read it carefully you probably saw the headline, “Former PVFF President Puts a Whole New Meaning to the Term ‘Fly’ Fishing”.  Ron Graunke recently found out that his legs are better suited for swimming than his arms are for flying. It only took a fall off a ladder and a resulting concussion to verify what Sir Isaac Newton learned about gravity many years ago.  Fortunately for Ron and PVFF he’s now on the mend.  We hope that any future news we hear of his mending has to do with casting, not lumps on the head.

Thanks – given and received. 

-PVFF thanks Jim Lowell for his generous donation of a beautiful handcrafted fly rod.  The Board of Directors has agreed that it will be auctioned at this year’s annual banquet.

 -The Beaver Creek Watershed Association has thanked PVFF for our $200 donation towards building a parking lot along the fly fish only catch-and-release section of the stream. 

-Thanks to Ron Graunke’s wife, Cindy, for the great job she has done helping me revise, reformat, and update the PVFF brochure.  It looks terrific!  I will have copies for members at the March meeting. 

-Bill Simms – Thank you for your membership renewal and donation towards our conservation and trout raising activities.  

If you fish in Pennsylvania you have a limited time to respond to a proposed change in regulations that would permit all tackle (bait) in Delayed harvest Artificial Lures Only areas during the harvest season.  For further information contact Pennsylvania Commissioners at ra-pbfcregs@state.pa.us  and express your opposition to this change.  Landowners will post their property if the state makes this change.

Please let a member of the Board know if you can assist the Boy Scouts in teaching the new merit badge on fly-fishing. Several members signed up at the February meeting, but more help is always needed.  A date and time has not been set yet. You will be provided more information when it is available.

A reminder that youth that participate in PVFF activities are eligible for a drawing for a fly-fishing outfit at the annual banquet.  Two youngsters who are attending Don Fine’s fly tying class are currently in the running for this great prize.

If you are planning to recommend a youth for PVFF to sponsor for the 2004 Rivers Conservation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp in Boiling Springs, PA note that applications must be received by March 15.  Students must be born between June 25, 1986 and June 20, 1990.  The camp runs from June 20-25, 2004.

There are just a few raffle tickets left for the guided fly fishing trip with Tom Brtalik our January speaker.  The cost of a ticket is $10 and for that you can win a full day of guiding and instruction for two.  Drawing will be held during the April meeting.  Tickets will be available at the March and April meetings.

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.  Membership Dues: $10.00, Family Dues: $15.00

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ Date: _________



(Last)


(First)


(Middle Initial)

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________



(Street)



(City)

(State)

(ZIP)

Home phone: _____________________________________ Business phone: ____________________________    

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you now a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____________ No______________

Send membership applications and renewals to: Potomac Valley Fly Fishers





              P. O. Box 3001





              Frederick, MD 21705

-TEAR OFF AND RETURN-

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		vacant


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Bill Wilson


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Web Page		John Brognard








PVFF OFFICERS    & DIRECTORS for 2004





President	Chuck Dinkel


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker


Treasurer	Ruby Fine


3yr Director	Lou Stohlman


2yr Director	vacant 


1yr Director 	Ted Bruszewski


Past President	Ron Graunke
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