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Saturday, March 5th

9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Carroll Creek Restoration 

It’s here! This is one of the moments we have been looking forward to for years. We talked about this restoration project last month in Streamlines. PVFF has been supporting this restoration for years. Now is your opportunity and chance to make a difference in our local environment. 

The Carroll Creek Stream Restoration Project, 340 Montevue Lane (near County Health Department) (Carroll Creek) Frederick, MD will have a work day beginning at 9 am at the new Carroll Creek Wildlife Park on March 5. Come prepared for working in wetness, whether in the stream or planting trees, and work gloves. We will be installing bioengineering materials and planting a buffer along 3,000 feet of Carroll Creek.  For more information and to volunteer contact Lou Stohlman at 301-831-4675. 

Partners include the Frederick County Parks & Recreation, MD Dept. of Natural Resources, Community Commons, Hood College, the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers, the US Fish & Wildlife Service, Upper Potomac Tributary Team, and the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  Equipment and refreshments provided.  
Tuesday, March 8

Peacock Bass with a Taste of Salt!
A glance at the title might have my fellow PVFFers thinking that I am dreaming about a Julia Childs recipe for cooking Peacock Bass or some other fish. Well, PVFF is thinking warm water fly fishing. Our program this month features two speakers and two presentations. First, we will be pursuing Peacock Bass and then a session on getting started fly fishing the Chesapeake Bay.  

Fishing for Peacock Bass is not going to cost you an arm. Jim Lowell will tell us how and when to go Peacock Bass fishing in the canals of Miami, FL.  Jim has pursued these beautiful fish the last couple of years in Miami and will tell us how to do it, when to go, who to fish with, and tactics and techniques for this beautiful, exotic fish that resides in the canals of Miami.
In addition, Pete Cook will take us on to the Chesapeake Bay with a fly rod. Pete will talk about gear for getting started on the Bay with economy in mind and basic presentation strategy. He will review tackle, flies, and presentation. So come join us and dream of warmer weather and a recipe for summer fun!

CALENDAR of EVENTS:

March 5
Carroll Creek Restoration Project, Trout Pens, Montevue Ave., Frederick, MD 9 am

March 8
Jim Lowell speaking on Peacock Bass Fishing in Miami; and Getting Geared Up for the Bay by Pete Cook, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

March 15
Fly Tyers’ Roundtable, Hobbytown, East St., Frederick, MD, 7 p.m.

March 22
Board of Directors, Frederick Library, 7 p.m.

STILLWATER RIVER  
 Contrary to its name, the Stillwater River in south central Montana is not a peaceful, slow moving river. The Stillwater River emanates in the high country of the Beartooth Mountains near Yellowstone Park, and then flows in a northeasterly direction for about seventy miles through national forest land and finally out across the prairie country of the Yellowstone Valley where it meets the Yellowstone River at the town of Columbus. Approximately forty miles upstream from Columbus, the road ends and a hiking trail begins at the Woodbine Access to the river. Though the hike and views from the trail are magnificent (we have taken this path several times), this section of the Stillwater is literally too turbulent and dangerous to fish. Farther up the trail (approximately 3 miles from the Woodbine Access), one comes across a beautiful flat stretch of the stream, commonly referred to as Sioux Charley Lake. This area is prolific with small colorful brook trout easily caught on terrestrial patterns.

For several miles below Woodbine, the Stillwater River continues to be unfishable to the Mount Mine where it begins to develop a character typical of western trout streams. From here, the fish transition from brook trout to cutthroat, browns and rainbows. Nearby is the community of Nye, where the river slows enough for kayaking in the early season. 

It is this section of the Stillwater that Ruby and I customarily fish each time we visit Montana. This last summer we spent most of a day fishing a 100-yard stretch that contained several nice pools, runs, and pocket water. My notes from the trip recall that on that morning I lost 2-3 fish, but landed a 15” brown (I was using a stimulator point fly with a stonefly nymph dropper). After a shore-side lunch, I waded to the opposite bank of the river where I landed three trout (14” rainbow and brown, and a smaller brown ~10”) and lost two more. The afternoon combination of a Turk’s Tarantula and Copper John dropper seemed to be more effective in the pocket water. 

As we left the river late in the afternoon during our drive back to the Stillwater Lodge in Absarokee, we spotted 19 different antlered whitetail and mule deer. On previous trips, we had also spotted elk and moose in the high brush and fields.

Two tributaries of the Stillwater also provide fishing on a limited basis. The West Fork that enters at Nye and lies in forest has a nice population of small brook and rainbow trout. The Rosebud enters the Stillwater River at Absarokee and flows through private ranch land in the lower sections. You will need landowner permission to gain access to the stream. However, in the higher elevations where it flows out of West Rosebud Lake, access to the stream is easy and has a nice population of rainbow and brook trout. 

There are few trophy fish in the Stillwater in contrast to many other Montana streams. However, the Stillwater is a peaceful, low-pressure stream due perhaps because of its distance from the Montana “fishing centers”, e.g. Yellowstone, Bighorn, Madison, Gallatin, etc. Next time you fish Montana, spend a day on the Stillwater or its tributaries. You may not catch the trout of your life, but you will enjoy the experience.  

- By Don Fine

Fly Tyers Roundtable 

We have a great program planned for the remaining 2005 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at Hobbytown at their new East Street location (formerly Wolff’s Furniture) on the third Tuesday of each month from January through June. Here is our schedule for the next four months.

Mar.
15 Warm water flies-Tommy Marks
                       

April 19 Bill Skilton – Bait fish and hellgrammite imitations


May 17 Don Fine 



June 21 Saltwater Flies 

For Tommy Marks presentation  he will lead us in tying Sam’s One Bug and requires the tyer to bring Mustad 9671 Size 8 or other 2xl equivalent hook, 6/0 black thread, rainbow or pearl Krystal Flash and 3 colors of marabou preferably fl. Orange, fl. Chartreuse, and brown.  Tommy will provide foam body material and rubber legs. You may also want to bring super glue for gluing the body material to the hook shank.

Also, mark April 19 on your calendar for Bill Skilton demonstrating and leading us in tying flies with his materials. Bill will provide the materials you need to bring your tools, vise, and thread. Bill is very innovative tyer and this promises to be a very interesting session.

If you have questions or comments please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510.
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Upcoming Area Fly Show 

The National Capital Chapter-TU will hold its 30th Annual Angling Show on March 19 at the Landon School in Bethesda, MD.

History Festival Point of Rocks

Come out on Saturday May 7, 2005 and enjoy "History in Motion at the Point of Rocks".  PVFF has been invited to participate in a free one-day event that is a celebration of the C&O Canal in Point of Rocks.  This event is joint-sponsored with the C&O Canal National Historical Park and the C&O Canal Fund of the Community Foundation of Frederick, County MD.  The event will begin at 7:00 AM with a bird watching walk and continue until 3:00 PM with bridge dedication, historic children's 'games, period music, exhibits, re- enactors, demonstrations and guided interpretive walks and bike trips.

 

PVFF will hold casting and fly-tying demonstrations, discuss fly fishing, stream entomology, and how and where to fish on the Potomac River.  If you would like to volunteer an hour or two to promote the club and fly fishing, call Karen Baker at 301-874-0176.

HURRY! HURRY! HURRY!
The opportunity to win a Guided Fishing Trip with Tom Bratlik in Pennsylvania is getting close. The drawing is at the April 12 meeting. If you have not obtained your Raffle Ticket for the low price of $5 per ticket, a copy is provided on the mailing cover. Fill it out and send it to PVFF, Box 3001, Frederick, MD 21705. The winner can chose to go trout fishing or smallmouth fishing with Tom or split the day doing a little of each.

PVFF Fishing Trips

Pete Cook will lead a group to the Casselman River near Grantsville, MD on May 5.  Contact Pete at 301-865-3510 or sign up at the next general membership meeting.

There will be a trip scheduled for May 20th at Bill Skilton’s Anglers Envy Fly Fishers’ Retreat located just outside Boiling Springs, Pa. This is a 28–acre retreat, which includes a 7-acre lake stocked with a large variety of fresh water game fish.  Fishing is restricted to catch and release, fly fishing only.  The cost will be around $35/person if 10 people go.  The group that went last year had a good time and it was will worth the cost.  No fishing license is required.  Contact Bill Wilson or sign up at the next general membership meeting.

Other trips being planned include a trip to Beaver Creek and a trip to Pondtown Farms on the eastern shore around the split of route 301 and 50.

For the salty fly fisher a trip on the Bay is planned for September 30.  We fish three anglers in a boat. If we have interest where several people want to go, our guide, Capt. Brady Bounds, will provide additional boat(s) and guide. So far, there are four people interested in this trip. This is a club fly fishing trip. The guides provide both fly rods and spinning gear. If you have not tried salt water fly fishing before now, this is an excellent opportunity to try it without a big investment in gear. In addition, you can bring your own fly rods and gear if you wish.  

FLY OF THE MONTH  

Bunny Leach
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(Photo credit: westfly.com)

Hook: 3 – 6x long, weighing hook with lead or bead head is optional

Thread: Match the body, 3/0 or Kevlar

Tail: Thin strip of straight-cut rabbit on the skin

Body: Thin strip of cross-cut rabbit.

Notes: Krystal flash or Flash-a-bou optional. Colors your choice
Instructions:

1. Tie in length of straight cut rabbit fur for the tail equal to the shank length of hook. Taper one end of the strip using a V-notch for smooth tying.

2. Tie in a few Krystal flash strands alongside the shank to extend slightly beyond the rabbit tail.

3. Taper the cross-cut rabbit as you did for the tail and tie in on the far side of the hook with the fur facing away from you. 

4. Palmer the fur toward the eye. Each turn should be slightly over lapped on the top of the last turn. You want all fur to flow back to the hook bend.

5. Tie off about a 1/8 inch behind the eye. Fold and mend down the remaining skin the best you can. 

6. Whip finish, cement, and you are through.

7. Options: can be tied with lead wraps, barbell eyes, bead and cone heads if you wish. 

This fly can be used for trout, salmon, steelhead, bass, and saltwater patterns. One of the popular applications of this fly is tying Flesh or Carcass Flies for salmon and steelhead.


The President’s Bottom Line
Split Shots  
There are several noteworthy items to share with the membership this month.  As you may or may not know, PVFF periodically donates to the School for the Deaf for the use of their facilities.  Recently we received a thank-you note from the school for our contributions.  The letter pointed out that the donations are being used to assist students who have financial needs.  As I see it this truly is a win-win situation.  PVFF gets to use the school’s classrooms and auditorium for our meetings and students benefit from additional financial aid.  In addition, at Christmas PVFF presented a gift to the school’s custodial staff for their support before and during our meetings.

If you are a FFF member you will recognize the name R.P. Van Gytenbeek.  “Van” as he prefers to be called is the current President and CEO of the Federation.  This spring Van is coming east to tour the project work at Beaver and Carroll Creeks.  Although there are many streams throughout the USA that need restoration there are only a handful that are currently receiving the help they need to become thriving fisheries again.  Members of Antietam Fly Fishers and PVFF should be proud of the fact that we have adopted these streams and by means of tree and shrub plantings and the installation of stream improvement devices are making a significant impact on the ecology of these systems.  

Speaking of FFF our club received a nice thank-you from them for a donation made to the Fly Fishing Discover Center’s exhibit “Fishes of Lewis and Clark.” If a trip to Livingston, Montana is on your agenda make a point to check out the FFF’s facilities in that town.

If you missed the big fly fishing show earlier this year at the University of Maryland you have an opportunity to make up for lost time by attending the 30th Annual National Capital Angling Show.  This event is sponsored by Trout Unlimited and is held at the Landon School in Bethesda, MD.  The date is March 19, 2005 and the time is 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Admissions are $10 for adults and free for youth under 16.  A number of exhibitors and fly shops will be on hand.  There will be presentations by many well-known fly fishers.  The web site is www.ncc-tu.org if you want additional information.  Several PVFF members have attended in the past and plan to go this year.  Perhaps you can link up with one or more of them and carpool.  


If fellowship, fun, and food with fly fishers are more to your liking then you should consider attending the Friends of Big Hunting Creek (FBHC) Twentieth Annual Dinner.  It too is scheduled for March 19.  The affair will be held at the American Legion in Thurmont, starting at 5 p.m.  FBHC and PVFF have many common goals including the restoration and preservation of the stream to ensure the best possible fishing, now and in the future.  There will be door prizes, bucket raffles and an after dinner program.  The cost for the evening is $12.50.  If you plan to attend please make your dinner reservation by contacting Linda Worthington at 301-241-4040 before March 14.  If you plan well you can take in the TU show at the Landon School and head up to the Legion to close out a wonderful day of fly-fishing activities with dinner.  If your spouse is questioning your sanity about attending one more fly fishing show perhaps knowing that you’re taking her out to dinner that evening would be all it takes to get her OK for you to go.  

We have some great programs lined up for the next few months including one I am looking forward to; a casting clinic by a FFF certified instructor.  In April, Bob Stouffer of Antietam Fly Anglers will help us start the year out right by getting the kinks out of our casting arms and correcting some of our bad techniques and habits. In May, Terry Alexander will share some of the secrets he employs to catch wary trout in small streams. 

The Farmers Almanac may be predicting some heavy snow for the remainder of February, but I’m looking forward to wetting a line.  The DNR and local trout organizations will be stocking streams starting in late February.  PVFF has not yet set a date for stocking Big Hunting Creek and doing the streamside clean up, but we will notify you as soon as one is set.  This is a physical activity and over the years many of the same members have shown up to help.  There is a need for some of you younger guys and gals to take up some of the slack.  As with any job the more hands we have the faster we can get the fish stocked and get down to the serious job of catching a few.  If you spend only one day a year enjoying the great fishing provided by Big Hunting Creek you owe it to the club to take the time to support the stocking effort.  Please make a point to sign up and assist this spring.


(Tear off and mail to PVFF, PO Box 3001, Frederick, MD 21705)

=========================================================================

Name:



Guided Fishing Trip Raffle

Address:





Potomac Valley Fly Fishers





Win a Full Day trip with Tom Brtalik

Phone



$5.00 (Need not be present to win)  
Drawing April 12, 2005





(Only 50 tickets will be sold)

========================================================================

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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Directions to Hobbytown – Take Route US 15 to Seventh Street exit and turn left onto Seventh St. passing the Hospital. Follow 7th St to East Street. Turn left onto East St and go two blocks. Hobbytown is on the left across from the Monocacy Village Center.





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2005





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	Lou Stohlman 301-831-4675


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


2yr Director	Don Fine        301-371-5617


1yr Director 	Pete Cook 301-865-3510





Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Light.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $10 or Family is $15 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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