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UPCOMING EVENTS:

May 11
Doug Hutzell, FFF MAC Maryland School for Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

May 15
Fly Tying, Catoctin Mountain Park Visitor Center, 10:30 a.m.

May 18
Fly Tyers Roundtable, Hobbytown, 7 p.m., Frederick, MD

May 25
Board of Directors, 7 p.m., Frederick County Library, Frederick, MD

June 10
Don Fine, Speaking on Gary LaFontaine, Maryland School for Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

June 17
Fly Tyers Roundtable, Hobbytown, 7 p.m., Frederick, MD

President to Address PVFF Members by Chuck Dinkel

This is not a typographical error.  Doug Hutzell, President of the Mid-Atlantic Council (MAC) Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) will be the featured speaker at our May meeting. Doug will provide us with a review of the work accomplished on Beaver Creek leading up to its designation on January 1, 2004 as a fly-fish catch-and-release stream.  Beaver Creek is only the second stream in the state to be so designated.  Doug will also fill us in on future work and plans to make this an even better fishery.  As you know PVFF recently contributed part of the funds that were used to create a gravel parking lot for fishermen.  Bring your questions; bring your suggestions; bring your friends!  In addition Tommy Marks has agreed to demonstrate a fly that is a “must have” for later in May, his cicada pattern.  This could be the ticket for catching big trout and bass when these insects hatch.  For the May meeting we will meet in the School for the Deaf’s auditorium.  Please follow signs when you enter the building for directions.

Note: Don Fine’s program about Gary La Fontaine has been rescheduled to June 8 due to scheduling conflicts.

April Program by Chuck Dinkel
Long time PVFF member and Potomac River guide Bob Abraham and his son, Bobby, presented a special program about the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock (BOJC).  BOJC’s annual campfire at Camp Airy in the Catoctin Mountains is scheduled for the weekend of May 14-16, 2004. Bob and his son, Bobby provided two unique perspectives about the BOJC.  Although now an adult and himself a leader in the program, Bobby shared what it meant to have a dad who sponsored him as a youth. Bob presented videotape showing the history and background of the BOJC.  If you have youth aged eight or above this is a must program for you as you will learn how to enroll youngsters in the program and the role of sponsors.  PVFF thanks both Bob and Bobby for a very fine program.
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PVFF Profile – John Brognard

Fishing Friends and Adventure

My dad was a small game hunter and I learned to love the sport from him. But it was in fifth grade that I met Dick Houghland and he introduced me to fishing. We rode our bikes to Gladco Pond, three miles from Hanover, Pa. with two rods that Dick provided. Dick helped me rig up and cast. After we were all set up we waited for a bite. About 30 seconds passed and we left the rods and started to do what 10 year-old boys do around a pond (hunt for frogs and snakes and throw rocks). When we returned we each had a fish. Dick had a small trout and I had an 18” Rainbow. I took my trophy home to show my Mom and Dad only to be told by my Dad it wasn’t trout season. I was in the wrong, but I was hooked forever. 

At the age of eleven I started going on the “Canadian Canoe Trip” (a two week adventure to the Canada wilderness) with the Boy Scouts. We would leave Red Lion, Pa. on a school bus, travel to Niagara Falls, then spend the night at a Hockey arena camping on the covered arena floor. The next day we would travel to North Bay where we went shopping for fireworks to take home. We boarded a train in North Bay that took us through Sudbury and on to Biscotasing. We arrived in the morning where we picked up our canoes, packed them and took off across Biscotasing Lake headed for Ramsey Lake approximately ten miles away. At the dam we portaged our supplies, gear and canoes up to Ramsey Lake. We spent about a week camping and fishing on Ramsey and never saw another person. The friendships we built, the adventure and the fishing caused me to return through my years and as a Scout, Explorer and later as a leader and guide. The adventure of lashing two canoes together, erecting a mast between, using a blanket for a sail and taking off across the lake to find the “best” fishing spot is just one memory I will never forget. There are so many memories of fish, adventure and friends.

I did not return to Bisco until my son was fourteen. A friend from work and his son accompanied us back to the lakes I had learned to love as a youth. My son John and Al’s son Gary became friends on the trip and we had some very special adventures on this trip also. We did not return to Ramsey Lake, but stayed on Biscotasing. An outfitter provided a houseboat, boats with motors and canoes. One morning we took off in the fog to locate the outlet of Bisco Lake. This adventure took us to the dam where we portaged the canoes to the river below. After traveling downstream for several miles we came to some big rapids and decided to find out how far it would be to portage around. John suggested we take our rods just in case it was too far to take the canoes. We walked approximately a half-mile until we arrived at calm water, too far for a portage that day, but we did have our rods. We cast into the pool below the rapids and found out it contained very large, extremely strong pike. 

A couple years ago I was able to return once more with my wife Donna and our two best friends, Don and Ruby Fine. We traveled to Bisco in Don’s van, slept for several hours beside the train tracks (that was exciting when a train passed) and in the morning we were picked up by a small barge that took us to the Ramsey Lake dam. The outfitter took our gear to the top of the dam on a tractor (much easier) and on to a lodge. From the lodge, the outfitter took us to a remote part of the lake (I think I was there before with two canoes lashed together) to spend a week on a houseboat docked on a beautiful island surrounded by the Canada wilderness. We had such a wonderful adventure. The fishing was good, the campfires were wonderful, the treks into the remote lakes were outstanding and the wildlife we saw and heard made for another special adventure.

One special fishing trip allowed me the enjoyment of taking my daughter and my wife hiking into the wilderness below Yellowstone Park. We were hiking along the Stillwater River in Montana to a remote lake known as Sioux Charlie. The adventure of traveling through Grizzly country along a roaring river in search of Trout is impossible to describe. The enjoyment of watching my daughter and wife catch some beautiful native Trout only enhanced the adventure.

My wife and I have shared many wonderful adventures in search of a place to fish. My son and daughter have enjoyed our time together in search of fish. My brother Don (we were twins separated at birth) and I have shared many adventures in Quebec with our sons and we have shared the adventure of fishing in Alaska with our life partners. Fishing has given me a lifetime of excitement, adventure and taken me to remote places that provide the opportunity to form close bonds of friendship. To quote another special friend and my “second son”, Matt Fine, “let the adventure continue”. 

FFF Conclave West Yellowstone, MT

The FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS has the goal of preserving the sport fisheries, educating the angling public on the joys of fly fishing and perpetuating all facets of the rich history and sport of fly fishing.

The Federation’s showcase event, held each year, is the International Fly Fishing Show and Conclave. Since the beginning of the Federation in 1960's, the Fly Fishing Show and Conclave has become the annual gathering of fly fishing enthusiasts from around the world. It is here that we all renew and form friendships, sharpen our fishing and fly tying skills, raise public awareness towards fishery conservation and help the Federation raise the vital funds needed for conservation and educational activities.

In the year 2004, the Federation has A LOT to celebrate - its 39th anniversary. We invite you to join us in this celebration. We are looking forward to this year’s Show in West Yellowstone, Montana. From the river bottoms to the high country lakes, Gallatin County is home to some of the best fishing in the country. Cutthroat, brown, rainbow and brook trout - even the coveted golden trout - thrive in waters here. The Yellowstone River is king of the area’s many streams. It is a blue-ribbon stream, the state’s highest designation for a fishing stream. The Yellowstone River is the longest free-flowing river in the lower 48 states - flowing for over 680 miles before it joins the Missouri River in North Dakota.  

Some of the best trout fishing in the world can be found on the many rivers coursing over southwest Montana. So there is no need to visit the park to hook a trophy brown or rainbow, BUT the gorgeous scenery, abundant wildlife, unique thermal features and the wide variety of backcountry destinations available in Yellowstone Park make it a genuine fishers paradise. Surrounding attractions include Yellowstone National Park, Absaroka Beartooth Wilderness, Gallatin National Forest, Crazy Mountains. 

Here is just a sample of the exciting activities scheduled for the 2004 Conclave & Fly Fishing Show:

Workshops: Mon Aug 16 - Sat Aug 21. Learn from the best instructors available-casting instructors include: Joan Wulf, Jason Borger, Mel Krieger, & Charles Jardine and others. Notable tiers to present workshops include Buszek winners Judy Lehmberg, Wayne Luallen, Bill Heckel, & Bob Jacklin.

Exhibitors Expanded session! Wednesday Aug 18 to Sat Aug 21 from Volcano and Thomas & Thomas rods to book dealers and artists

Demonstration Fly Casters and Tiers Wednesday Aug 18 to Sat Aug 21

Don’t miss our return to the former home of the FFF’s International Fly Fishing Center (IFFC). Educational murals, aquatic displays, history, ecology and art come together to make the IFFC a unique experience.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON our 39th anniversary Show in beautiful West Yellowstone, Montana please contact FFF Headquarters 406/585-7592. Or online at www.fedflyfishers.org. We welcome your inquiries, whether they be about exhibiting, attending or volunteering. We look forward to hearing from you and anticipate this 39th Show to be a great success.

 Fly Tyers Needed by Tommy Marks

On May 15, PVFF will be demonstrating fly tying at the Catoctin Mountain Park Visitor Center during the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock meeting. We need several tyers for this event. Please contact me at 301-829-2059 if you are interested in tying flies or demonstrating fly-casting at the Catoctin Park Visitor Center. We will meet at the VC about 10:30 a.m. on May 15 to set up.

Fly Tyer’s Roundtable by Pete Cook and Terry Alexander

The 2004 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at Hobbytown in the Frederick Shopping Center is on the third Tuesday of each month from January through June this year beginning at 7 p.m. We are down to our last two sessions for the year. Here is our remaining schedule:

May

Underwater Bass Flies

June

Prince Nymph

Please sign up at the May meeting, or if you have questions or comments, please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510. Materials list will be available at the May meeting. If there are no sign ups then the session will be canceled.

FLY OF THE MONTH  


DF DAMSEL by Bob Bates

New fly patterns come about in a number of ways. Often a current pattern is not a consistent producer, and a new one is needed. The DF Damsel fits into this class.

Damselflies hatch in the spring. The nymphs live in aquatic vegetation most of the year and then come to the surface when they are ready to hatch. They swim just under the surface film toward shore, reeds, float tubes, boats and wading anglers. There is much side to side motion with slow forward progress. Once a nymph finds something, it climbs out of the water and hatches into a teneral (immature adult). A nice thing about them is they are considerate of the fly caster who chases the fish feeding on them. In many waters the migration starts about 10 am and quits about 2 p.m.

Years ago a fly angler was struggling with the problem of catching fish regularly during a damsel nymph migration. All of the patterns in books and fly shops were tied on hooks that were too heavy. In other words the flies sank far below the level of the naturals and were ignored by feeding fish. He tried various foam bodies, some worked a little and others were failures. 

Then he decided to minimize the pattern. What were the design parameters? The lightest wire hook available at that time was 3X fine Mustad 94833. Natural damsel nymphs have big eyes so some weight had to be sacrificed by adding eyes. Just about everybody uses marabou on their damsel nymphs, so marabou it was for tail and body. Test patterns were taken to a lake with migrating damsel nymphs. They looked good in the water, but they sank a bit farther than he wanted.

Applying a paste fly floatant to the leader and tippet but not on the fly solved that. Casting toward deeper water and using a slow (slow) hand twist retrieve worked, and fish hit it like a natural. However, every fish broke off on the strike, even with 3X (8 lb.) tippet. After losing a lot of flies the situation was finally revealed to our angler.

A damsel nymph was swimming toward his boat, and a rainbow was on its feeding path two or three feet in front of the boat. In a flash (0.1 second or so) the fish took the nymph and was back on its feeding path. That quick turn around and drag from the lightest hand twist retrieve broke the tippet. 

Solution cast to where you want to the fly to be and put the rod out to the side 90 degrees. Now there is big shock absorber when the fish hits. This is violating the rule in many books about pointing the rod at the fly when nymph fishing. Hooking and holding many fish was nice but a little disappointing because they were only 14 to 17 inches long (no 8 pounders). Check every cast or two, and re-grease the tippet if the fly sinks more than one half inch.

Materials List:
Eyes: Burned 50-pound monofilament 
Hook: Mustad 94833, #12, (size to match naturals)
Thread: 6/0 Olive
Tail and body: Olive blood marabou, shade to match naturals

Tying Steps:
1. Cut a piece of the monofilament about an inch long. Hold it by the middle with narrow jaw (1/16-inch wide) hackle pliers. Set fire to one end with a cigarette lighter. Blow out the fire before the melting ball touches the pliers. Do this carefully so you don't touch the hot monofilament. Do the same thing to the other end, and put the pliers and eyes on something to cool. Don't let the eyes touch anything before they are cold.

2. Put a hook in the vise, and build a small thread base at the front of the hook where the eyes will be.

3. Take the eyes out of the pliers and hold them along the shank on top of the hook. Put two or three thread wraps over the middle of the monofilament connecting the eyes. Then twist the eyes to be across the shank. Lay in several thread wraps diagonally in both directions to hold them in position before wrapping a smooth tread base to the bend. Put head cement on the tread holding the eyes now if you like.

4. Pull four to six herls from a blood marabou feather. Try to keep the ends together. Position the herls, tips to the rear, to make a shank length tail, and tie them down with two or three thread wraps.

5. Hold the thread and marabou together. Make the first two wraps backward to hide the tie down thread; then wrap thread and marabou forward to the eyes. By holding the thread and marabou together as you wind you automatically twist them together. Secure marabou, trim excess and whip finish. Apply a little head cement if it wasn't done in step 3.

It is a pretty simple fly as I have demonstrated at FFF Conclaves. Most important it catches fish during a damselfly nymph migration. I have a bunch of them ready when my favorite lake opens. A variation of this pattern, the Backpack Damsel Nymph, is on a 2X long hook and has a tight loop of foam tied at mid shank before the tail and body are wrapped on. It will float where it should on windy days with a rough surface or if you have to sink the tippet when there is a mirror surface.

Please Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire with any use of the pattern.
You can direct any questions or comments to Bob at flyofthemonth@fedflyfishers.org
HUMOR

Seven Basic Laws of Fishing

From Reel Lines the newsletter of the Arizona Flycasters Club

1. Results are proportional to time spent. That doesn't mean that if you fish more than me you will catch more than me. It simply means the more you fish the more you will catch

2. The best time to go fishing is whenever you get the chance. Remember the results of rule #1.

3. The sun sets faster when fishing than at any other time. Another way to say this is as often we see on car bumpers - the worst day fishing beats the best day working.

4. Don't practice when fishing. You can practice another time. Don't waste time when fishing. Remember rule #1.

5. The best fishing is often done in the telling. Who wants a great day fishing if you can't tell someone about it from time to time?

6. Fish are caught when your fly is in/on the water. Don't spend time fishing "not fishing."

7. The single, most effective technique in fishing is "one more cast, just one more cast."

So go fishing often, stay late. Don't stop because the weather is bad, it will get better soon. Don't sop because you're hungry; eat while you keep on fishing. Don't stop because they're not biting, that will change soon so keep on fishing. Finally, when you can't see, your friends have left, your spouse has disappeared, your dog is gone, remember there is always time for "one more cast, just one more cast."


PVFF Fishing Trips by Bill Wilson

The trip scheduled for May 20th at Bill Skilton’s Angler’s Envy Fly Fishers’ Retreat located just outside Boiling Springs, Pa. is full. This is a 28–acre retreat, which includes a 7-acre lake stocked with a large variety of fresh water game fish.  Fishing is restricted to catch and release, fly fishing only.  Please have your check made out to Bill Skilton for $35 at the next club meeting on May 11.  If you can not make the meeting please mail it to me, Bill Wilson, at 12892 Colonial Dr., Mt. Airy, MD, 21771.  We should plan on arriving around 8:30 A.M.  I will have directions at the next meeting.  Bill Skilton suggested that we bring the following items:

Waders, sunglasses, insect repellent, 5-9 weight rods, flies (streamers, poppers, big nymphs)

If any members wish to use a spinning rod they may if they do not use live bait.  Also, you may bring canoes, kayaks, float tubes, etc.

We should try and get several groups together to travel to Boiling Springs so we can all get lost together.

There is salt-water trip on the Bay planned for October.  There is room for six people in two boats and the cost will be $330/boat.  You can either fly fish or use spinning tackle, both of which are furnished. You can bring your own if you wish.  So far there are 3 people interested in this trip.  

Split Shots by Chuck Dinkel

First the good news!  Ruby Fine’s eye surgery went well and for those who can remember back to the 60’s and 70’s (fess up that’s most of us) “she can see clearly now”.  Not sure if that’s good news for the trout, however.

Had a chance to wet a line lately?  For a while it looked like the rains and cool weather would never end.  But the streams are getting back to fishable levels. Ted and I made it up to Deer Creek for a day of shad fishing.  I checked with Pete Cook about fishing on the Casselman on May 1 with a club trip. He and Terry each got a real nice brown and the Bakers introduced themselves to the brookies on the return trip on Town Creek.

If you signed up to assist in teaching the Boy Scout Fly-Fishing Merit Badge make note of the dates July 2-3.  The class will probably be held at the Farm Museum in Westminster.  Ken Mack who is in charge of this program will be contacting you some time in the near future.

Please keep tying up flies for the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock campfire the weekend of May 14-16.  You need to get them to me at the May meeting so I can give them to this organization.

At its April meeting the PVFF Board discussed several changes that are being proposed for the club.  Annual dues will be payable no later than December 31 of each year.  We will start collecting dues at the banquet in October.  Anyone who has not renewed his dues at that time will be sent a reminder notice with a renewal form enclosed.  If the club does not have your payment by the end of the year you will be dropped from the membership roles at that time.  There are several reasons for implementing this policy.  It costs PVFF $1.00 for each newsletter mailed out to persons on the membership list. Currently “members” are given a three-month grace period to March 31 to get their dues paid.  The club is carrying persons who have no intention of renewing but who still receive the newsletter for these three months.  This will end effective this year.  Also our FFF assessment dues are based on the number of PVFF members on our role at the end of the year.  By cleaning up the list at the end of the year we will be paying only for active PVFF members.  The money we save can be better used for conservation activities or trout food.

In order to encourage members to receive their newsletter via email we are proposing a $5.00 a year charge for hardcopy mailings to cover the cost of copying and postage.  Our $10 a year dues do not cover this expense.  If you have any comments or questions regarding these changes please speak to a Board member.

Please check out all the good things that John Brognard has done to improve the looks and content of our web page.  The address is: www.pvflyfish.org     Thanks John!

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		vacant


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Bill Wilson


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Web Page		John Brognard








PVFF OFFICERS  & DIRECTORS for 2004





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Ruby Fine 301-


3yr Director	Lou Stohlman  301-831-4675


2yr Director	vacant 


1yr Director 	Ted Bruszewski 301-829-1569


Past President	Ron Graunke 301-829-1183
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