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Tuesday, MAY 10 
Hooked on Small Trout Stream Fly Fishing

When thinking of hooked on small trout stream fly fishing, I am reminded of the following lyrics by Albert “Salmo” McClain improvising on Muddy Waters singing “Lonesome Road Blues”

“Creek runs to river,

River runs to sea,

Ain’t never caught a trout,

That ain’t caught me.

Oh, listen what I tell you, 

Tell you true,

You fool with trout,

And they hook you.”

PVFF’s speaker this month is Terry Alexander whose love for small trout streams will help set the hook deeper. Terry will present a program on Hooked on Small Trout Stream Fly Fishing for our May meeting.  Terry will be fresh off the streams from early spring fishing and exploring. He will talk about the tackle needed for small streams, patterns and talk about some of the local streams such as Big and Little Hunting Creeks. 
In discussing tactics for small streams, he will address fishing local eastern streams, western streams, and spring creeks.  So take off your waders for an evening and learn from our dean of the small streams about the joy of small stream fishing. You too may become hooked as well.
(Quotation of McClain’s lyrics is from The Earth is Enough – 1989 by Harry Middleton)
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

May 10
Terry Alexander, Hooked on Small Stream Trout Fly Fishing, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7:00 p.m.  
May 17
Fly Tyers’ Roundtable, Hobbytown, East St., Frederick, MD, 7 p.m.

May 24
Board of Directors, Frederick Library, 7 p.m.

 For the Love of Fishing

By John Brognard
My best friend and I travel to his remote cabin in Canada every year. We always include several very special people like our sons and now some son-in-laws that are just like sons and some other very close friends. Our trip originates in Middletown Valley and many hours later ends up in a very remote region in Quebec. What a privileged to be in the only cabin on the lake. This lake is approximately 3 miles long and a mile wide. To say the least, this wonderful wilderness adventure promotes a bonding of friends few ever experience.

We spend from seven to 10 days enjoying our time together without phones or even any access to the outside world (2+ hours to the closest phone). We spend our time working on the cabin, enjoying quiet times overlooking the lake (either on the porch or outside), hearing the call of the loon, the occasional call of the wolf and of course fishing. We are so fortunate to be able to experience the piece and quiet few ever experience that I speak of this place with deep reverence. Then night falls and we look up at a sky that the three wise men observed 2000 years ago. Crystal clear, free of pollution, nothing short of spectacular.

In the morning, we crawl out of our sleeping bags to the call of the Loon with the anticipation of another day of fishing. However, Mother Nature has different ideas, it is raining cats-n-dogs and the canoes are full of water. No problem … Rain gear and a tin can to bail out the water and off we go. Fish or no fish it doesn’t matter, we’re out there and having an experience, we will recall around the campfire tonight (if the rain stops). Back to the cabin for a wonderful breakfast cooked by our sons, (we were the cooks when they were young).  

Today we travel to a small lake called Mary to try our luck at the monster smallmouth bass. All of us will catch 3 to 4 pound smallies, and we will all be excited for each other when they hook-up. More stories to tell around the campfire. I forgot to mention, all the big beautiful smallies are back in the lake for us to try to catch again. The fish could be ten to fifteen years old and more than one person should have had the experience of seeing it tail dance across the water. Many of our group has experienced the same fish ripping off line and jumping 4 feet into the air. What a privilege to experience catching big beautiful smallies that our friends or our sons probably caught in years past.

Another day and off on another excursion to another lake that has given us wonderful experiences of smallies up to 6 1/2 lb. On the other hand, maybe we will stay on our lake today and fish for char (Lake Trout). Maybe we will catch up with the Lake Trout Guru (my son) and catch one as big as he caught.

The Love of Fishing has provided a lifetime of memories of the beautiful smallmouth tail walking across the water, the huge Char coming to the boat, the enjoyment of working on projects as friends, as a team. It has provided the enjoyment of fishing with friends, the talk of fishing over breakfast, quiet moments on the porch overlooking the lake and hearing the Loon or Wolf, and most or all the comradely, the friendship, the love. Thank you my brother, our sons and our friends for the cherished memories! 
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Flies for the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock 
By Chuck Dinkel 
Please remember that the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock (BOJC) is holding its annual campfire the weekend of May 13-15.  Each year members of PVFF tie flies for the youth to use during that time. Please continue to tie up some flies and get them to me at the next meeting on May 10.  If you can't get to the meeting, please call me at 301-831-3637 and I will arrange to pick them up from you.

PVFF Library  
By Chuck Dinkel
John Nutter, a former PVFF member, has generously donated to PVFF his collection of fly tying and fly fishing books.  The Board of Directors has decided to use these books as the basis for a Fly Fishing Library the club will maintain at the School for the Deaf as long as we are able to meet there.  The books will be available for loan to members.  I would like to encourage other members who have books or videos that they are willing to share with the membership to please contact me and arrange to include them in the library.  This is a great way to share these resources.  John's book donation includes many classic books that I am sure will receive the attention of and benefit many club members.
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Lamar River 

 By Don Fine

Many fly fishers consider the waters of Yellowstone National Park to be the best inland trout habitat in the United States. Nearly everything for ideal trout habitat is found in the Yellowstone waters. Near- perfect water quality, healthy riparian zones, good food production and ample spawning and habitation conditions. 

Amongst the more popular Yellowstone Park waters is the Lamar River, a major tributary of the Yellowstone River. The Lamar courses a total of 66 miles from its source in the Absaroka Range along the Park’s northeastern boundary, to its confluence with the Yellowstone River. From its headwaters to the point were it intersects with the Soda Butte Creek (reference Soda Butte Creek article – Streamlines, January 2005, vol. 14:1), the Lamar and its tributaries are pristine backcountry streams. However, below Soda Butte Creek, the Lamar flows through the   sagebrush Lamar Valley, well know as one of the sites for release of wolves in 1995 as part of a federal program to reintroduce the predators into the Park. The sounds of the wolves howling, especially as evening falls, along the Lamar Valley make for a memory of a lifetime.

Ruby and I have a favorite stretch of the Lamar River, where we have fished on our last two trips into Yellowstone Park. It is a canyon section just short of the confluence of the Lamar and Yellowstone River. The water in this section is mostly fast riffles and pocket water generally several feet deep and good holding water for Yellowstone cutthroat trout. The hike into this section is about one mile from the main park road leading west toward Roosevelt Lodge. Like others, we have found that a short hike from the main roads will provide a reasonable degree of solitude from the “crowds” that visit the Park during summer months.

Favorite patterns during August include hopper imitations, stimulators, prince nymphs and copper johns. Albeit fly fishing guides expand this list to include Royal Trudes, Madam X’s, Ugly Rudamus’, Turck’s Tarantulas and beetle imitations.  Several of these patterns proved successful for us on each of our visits to the Lamar. Early in the day this past August, Ruby caught a beautiful 15” cutthroat on a Prince Nymph dropper. My notes for the day indicate catching several additional 11” to 14” cutthroats along with a small brook trout. 

While the Lamar has been crystal clear on each of our visits, it is subject to periodic discoloration throughout the season, particularly when afternoon thundershowers in the headwaters and tributaries bring slurry of mud downstream.

I mention above the proximity of the Lamar to the historic Roosevelt Lodge – this is a wonderful, nostalgic place to stop after fishing, for an evening dinner or cold drink, while sitting on the outside covered deck, where one can take in the beauty and natural spirit of beautiful Yellowstone National Park. 
Fly Tyers Roundtable 

We have a great program planned for the remaining 2005 Fly Tyer’s Roundtable series held at Hobbytown at their new East Street location (formerly Wolff’s Furniture) on the third Tuesday of each month for May and June. Here is our schedule for the next two months.

May 17 Don Fine 



June 21 Saltwater Flies 

Also, mark May 17 on your calendar for Don Fine demonstrating and leading us in tying low rider duns and hair wing caddis. Don will provide the materials you need to bring your tools, vise, and thread. Don teaches our beginning winter fly tying class and is an innovative tyer and this promises to be a very interesting session.

If you have questions or comments please contact Terry Alexander at 301-695-6034 or Pete Cook at 301-865-3510.
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Conservation Update


By Lou Stohlman

The fish stocking is complete!  We stocked Big Hunting Creek on April 12.   We had a beautiful day for stocking, no rain or snow as in previous years.  We stocked 262 rainbows.  Although this is not as many as usual, the fish are bigger this year than in past years.  Therefore, we decided to go with quality over quantity.  Many of the fish were probably close to 2 pounds.  Thanks to all those who showed up to help.  We still have a 100 or so fish left in the pen, they will go into Carroll Creek a few at a time.  

On another note, I was able to have a conversation with John Mullican about Big Hunting Creek.  He said that the wild browns had a productive year and there is a good amount of fry swimming around the slack water pools.  If you go to Big Hunting Creek look in some of the shallow, slow pools and you will see them.  John showed me 10 or so in a 20’ section of stream right below the bridge at the parking lot.  It is encouraging to know that the wild fish in the creek are doing so well.  He said that Little Hunting Creek also had a good hatch this year of both Browns and Brookies.  Happy fishing.        

PVFF Fishing Trips

By Bill Wilson
Pete Cook will take a group to the Casselman River near Grantsville, MD in April.  Contact Pete at 301-865-3510 or sign up at the next general membership meeting.

There will be a trip scheduled for May 20 at Bill Skilton’s Angler’s Envy Fly Fishers’ Retreat located just outside Boiling Springs, Pa. This is a 28–acre retreat, which includes a 7-acre lake stocked with a large variety of fresh water game fish.  Fishing is restricted to catch and release, fly fishing only.  No fishing license is required.  The trip is full with 12 people signed up and there are three extras.  If the 12 people go the cost will be $29.25 each.  Please have your check made out to Bill Skilton and give it to Bill Wilson at the April meeting.  If you can not go let me know so one of the extra persons can go.  I will give out the direction and items needed for the trip at the April meeting. 

A trip to Beaver Creek is being planned. In addition, a trip to Pondtown Farms is being developed. Pondtown Farms is on the eastern shore around the split of route 301 and 50.

.

There is salt water trip on the Bay planned for September 30.  There is room for six people in two boats and the cost will be $330/boat.  You can either fly fish or use spinning tackle both of which are furnished. You can bring your own if you wish.  So far there four people interested in this trip.  

Big Hunting Creek Stocking 
By Chuck Dinkel
April 12th dawned clear and chilly with a bit of a brisk breeze as a group of PVFFers  (Ardine Gorden, Lou Stohlman, Ron Graunke,  Ted Bruszewski, Randy Inmon, John Brognard,  Chuck Dinkel,  and Don Carrington)  rendezvoused at the trout pen to begin the task of  stocking trout in Big Hunting Creek.  The hardier souls, Lou, Ron and Randy, hopped into the pen after some of the water was pumped out and began the task of corralling the rainbows.  John Mullican and an assistant from the DNR loaded the fish into the stocking truck.  The group headed to the stream around 11 am and shortly thereafter began stocking the fish. By 1 p.m., the work was completed and everyone met at the parking lot at Peneil Bridge for snacks and drinks.  I want to thank personally the members who turned out to assist in this project.  We especially owe Randy our thanks for feeding and caring for the fish.  

Split Shots   
By Chuck Dinkel

And the winner is…  Kathy Nutter.  Kathy’s  was the winner of a day’s guiding by PVFF supporter and guide Tom Brtalik.  In case Kathy has not figured out whom to invite along with her I will mention that I’m available.  I think it’s like winning the lottery.  No telling how many friends you have until your name is selected.  Congratulations.  Take some pictures and keep good notes.  It would be nice to have a short article for Streamlines about your upcoming adventure.

Big Hunting Creek/Peniel Bridge – Here’s a trivia question for our members.  Do you know where Peniel Bridge is located on Big Hunting Creek?  If you guessed it’s the bridge on Catoctin Hollow Road you’re incorrect.  It’s actually on Route 77 at Park Headquarters (not to be confused with the Visitor Center near the Joe Brooks Monument). I’ve crossed the bridge many times and never thought about whether the name had any significance.  I’ll bet one of our “old timers” knows how it got its name.  This might mean a call to Frank Smoot.  His recollection of things is as solid today as it was 90 years ago.  The interesting fact that I just learned is that the word Peniel has Biblical origins.  The word shows up in Genesis and my Bible defines it “the face of God”.  I wonder if the name giver was thinking about the beauty and solitude of Big Hunting Creek when the name was applied.  

Mark June 18, 2005 on your calendar right now!  This is the date for the first PVFF Family Picnic.  Donna Brognard checked on possible locations and found the ideal spot – Middletown Park.  She has reserved a site right on the pond for the entire day.  She and Lou Stohlman are teaming up to plan for food and activities, but they would appreciate any additional help that our membership can provide.  See the flyer in the newsletter for all the details.  We’re hoping for a Big turnout.

Speaking of dates, plans for PVFF’s annual  banquet are falling into place.  We have received a confirmation from Lefty Kreh who will present the program on October 22, 2005. Lefty has also agreed to conduct a casting class for 10 lucky PVFF members.  The Board of Directors has approved a recommendation that two of these openings be set aside for youth at a reduced cost.  If they are not filled by youth then they will be made available to adult members.  There will be a lot more details coming down the pike, but I encourage you to start making plans now.  As you know, the banquet will include a catered dinner at the ThorpeWood educational facility in Thurmont.  This is a simply wonderful location for this event.  Because of the various activities that are being planned for this year’s banquet, it may be necessary to limit the group size.  Details are being worked out with the ThorpeWood staff.  Stayed tuned for updates.  


 PVFF FAMILY PICNIC

JUNE 18, 2005

PLACE:
MIDDLETOWN PARK, PAVILLON #2,  MIDDLETOWN, MD



BESIDE THE POND,  TROUT, BLUEGILLS, ETC

DIRECTIONS:
ALT.40 WEST TOWARDS BOONSBORO, APPROACHING MIDDLETOWN, GO PASS THE SHOPPING CTR ON RIGHT, TURN RIGHT ON COBLENTZ RD., CONTINUE TO PARK ON LEFT, THRU 4 WAY STOP

TIME:
ALL DAY, BRING LAWN CHAIRS, THIS IS OUR FIRST FAMILY PICNIC, WE ENC0URAGE YOU TO BRING YOUR WIVES, HUSBANDS, KIDS, GRANDKIDS, MOTHER-IN-LAWS, ETC.       

FOOD:
AT 4:00 PM, CLUB WILL PROVIDE HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS,  FOR GRILLING, PLATES, CUPS AND UTENSILS, DRINKS AND ICE.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE, YOU MAY BRING LEMONADE OR TEA. FAMILIES ARE ASKED TO BRING A COVERERD DISH OR A DESSERT TO SHARE.

PLEASE CALL DONNA AT 301-371-4205 OR EMAIL HER AT fishing@mip.net IN REGARDS TO WHAT YOU WILL BRING TO THE PICNIC VEG/

CONTACTS AT PVFF:   JOHN AND DONNA BROGNARD, RUBY FINE, LOU  STOHLMAN.  WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL HELP THAT OUR MEMBERSHIP CAN PROVIDE.

EVENTS:  FISHING CONTEST FOR CHILDREN, “WHO CATCHES THE BIGGEST FISH IN A GIVEN TIME”, CASTING CONTEST, OTHER EVENTS PLANNED, OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS.  PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED.

THERE ARE TWO VERY NICE PLAYGROUND NEAR THE PAVILLION. WE 

ARE WE ARE HOPING FOR A BIG TURNOUT, AND LOOK FORWARD TO

SEEING YOU ALL THERE, IT’S GOING TO BE A FUN DAY!
POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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Directions to Hobbytown – From the North or South: Take Route US 15 to Seventh Street exit and turn left onto Seventh St. passing the Hospital. Follow 7th St to East Street. Turn left onto East St and go two blocks. Hobbytown is on the left across from the Monocacy Village Center.





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	Bill Wilson


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2005





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	Lou Stohlman 301-831-4675


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


2yr Director	Don Fine        301-371-5617


1yr Director 	Pete Cook 301-865-3510





Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $10 or Family is $15 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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