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UPCOMING EVENTS:

November 12
General Membership Meeting


Backwater Anglers


Maryland School for the Deaf


7 p.m.

November 26
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

December 10
General Membership Meeting


Annual Travelogue Program


Maryland School for the Deaf


7 p.m.

December 31
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

January 11-12
The Fly Fishing Show, Reckord Armory, U. of Maryland, College Park, MD


9-5pm

January 14
General Membership Meeting


Maryland School for the Deaf


7 p.m.

January 21
Fly Tyer’s Roundtable


Hobbytown, Frederick, MD


7 p.m.

January 28
Board of Directors, Mt. Airy Library, Mt. Airy, MD 7p.m.

The President’s Line by Ron Graunke

Mycorryhizae Fungi. Its only in the past 20 years that scientists have discovered the relationship and function of this important group of fungi (you can say it both ways). Certain species of oaks and pines can't seem to grow without them. Yet all forest soils have some of them in and attached to the roots. The fungi are small and seem to enable the tree to pass gases, absorb important minerals, protect the health of roots and in a small way contribute to the big picture of growing the mighty oak. In other words little things drive big things. I'm told the most dangerous and most important part on a car is the nut that holds the wheel. You can take it both ways.

Our club and banquet is and was like that. Little things contribute to the whole club. For example local and national merchants donating little stuff to the bucket raffle. Rod manufacturers giving us discount and certificates for equipment. Peanut brittle, bird houses, clocks, a box of flies, a rod never used, a book, a hibachi here and there all adding to an array that has to be sorted, cataloged and presented in front of a bucket. Then there's that speaker guy with his clinic. Tickets sold, drinks poured and for gosh sakes don't forget the dinner, advertising, artwork, and tables setup not to mention the people. You know the ones who invited extra friends and canceled the last minute that all seemed to even out. Great events are made up of little things just like going on a fishing trip. Great expectations, great hope, great weather, great people, and great optimism, how come the fish don't think it’s so great? I guess it's just another potential meal or it could be a banquet, the fish has to put some effort into it to get any thing out of the whole situation...

November Meeting by Ted Bruszewski

In November, we have Theaux (Theo) Legardeur of Backwater Anglers (formerly On The Fly), Monkton, MD. He will speak on one of the finest trout waters in Maryland, the Gunpowder River and the effects of the drought on it. Come join us at the Maryland School for the Deaf for this interesting program.

October Program by Pete Cook

Charlie Gougeon, Central Regional Fisheries Manager with the Department of Natural Resources spoke to us about some of the fishing opportunities in Central Maryland. Charlie gave us a thorough tour of the Patapsco from the confluence of the North and South Branch downstream. The Patapsco is not well known to many of our members. Trout are stocked in both the spring and fall. The fall stocking is with 7-8 inch rainbows and catch and release is encouraged until the spring stocking. The river warms up too much for trout to survive well during the summer. During the warm season smallmouth and sunfish are part of the bounty of the river. Charlie reviewed DNR efforts to install fish ladders around a series of four dams on the river to encourage shad and herring runs up the river. It was an interesting and excellent program on a nearby watershed. Thanks Charlie for a great program.

35th Annual PVFF Banquet by Ron Graunke

Thanks to all that participated and attended the 35th annual PVFF Banquet at the American Legion Post in Thurmont. We had a great time and an excellent turn out of around 90 to participate in the socializing, money-raising and to hear Lefty Kreh's presentation, "Why We Fish"! Great job Lefty, we all enjoyed it including the great casting lessons.

Thanks to you we raised about $2600 for our operating expenses for 2003. With-out your generous donations we would not have done as well in our fund-raising. Also thank you to all those who donated items for the raffle. A number of people helped in making this meeting a success. At the risk of forgetting someone, I want to thank Don & Ruby Fine, Chad & Karen Baker, John & Donna Brognard, Pete & Beverly Cook, Chuck Dinkel, Ted Bruszewski, Everett Francis, Brad and Sandy Homman, Randy Inmon, Jon Thames, Tommy Marks and the Legion staff for there hard work making the banquet happen. 

We also elected our officers and director for 2003. They are President –Ron Graunke, President-Elect/Secretary –Chuck Dinkel, Treasurer – Tommy Marks, and three-year director Jon Thames.

Now that the annual meeting has come and gone, a reminder we have two interesting programs schedule in November and December. Also, a friendly reminder those dues are due by the first of the year. Again, thank you the membership and friends for your support and a great banquet.

Revisions To PVFF Bylaws by Chuck Dinkel

If you have been reading your copy of Streamlines the last few months you will know that PVFF (Potomac Valley Fly Fishers) is now recognized as a non-profit, non-stock corporation in the state of Maryland.  This was accomplished through the efforts of Bill Lukens, a PVFF member with a background in the legal field. For some time the Officers and Board Members of PVFF have been concerned about the legal and financial liabilities of being an unincorporated organization.  Because of the always-present threat of a lawsuit in the litigious society in which we live it has been very difficult to attract member participation at the Officer and Board Member level. 

Now that this has been completed, Bill has offered to assist the club file for a 501(c)-exemption classification.  What this means is that PVFF would be exempt from both federal and state taxes.  There are distinct advantages to this status.  Manufactures and vendors of fly fishing equipment could declare a tax write-off for gifts or donations to our organization for our annual banquet, education and conservation efforts.  In the past some have been reluctant to or refused to make contributions because PVFF was not a 501-(c) organization.  In addition, it will be much simpler for PVFF to apply and qualify for grants or funding for conservation and stream improvement projects.

The existing set of Bylaws was adequate to obtain our incorporation.   However, there were several changes that Bill suggested be made to help assure that the 501 (c) process go smoothly.  Those articles and sections of the Bylaws that have been modified include Purpose; Membership, allowing Honorary Members the right to vote and hold office; separate Articles for Officers, Directors and Board of Directors, this helps clarify the duties and responsibilities of these positions.  

Your Board recommends these changes unanimously and Board members will be available to discuss these changes and answer any questions. 

At our meeting November 8, there will be copies of the Proposed By-Laws available to the membership. If you can't make the meeting and desire a copy of the Proposed By-Laws for review, contact Ron Graunke at 301-829-1183 or Chuck Dinkel at 301-831-3637 for a copy of the Proposed By-Laws. You will have a month to review the proposed changes and we will vote on the Proposed By-Laws at our December 10 meeting.

Union Bridge by Ron Graunke

With rain and mixed sunshine a small crowd dedicated the Wetland Park at Union Bridge on Saturday Oct 19.  PVFF was a part of this development by planting several thousand feet of willow wattles about three or four years ago as a stream improvement project. Folks from the MD DNR displayed the vast amount of fish and bugs that inhabit the Little Pipe Creek. Howard Sinefeldt from MD Fisheries allowed locals to introduce 65 rainbows to a new home. A big wet cell area provided a perfect place for fly fishing lessons. A turtle expert provided turtle tattoos and Terp's bumperstickers and delivered a few new turtles to the area. The project involves stream improvement, wetland cells for ducks and geese, wild flower areas, crossbow waterway for beavers and a pathway and bridge to walk through the relaxing area. 

Book Review by Pete Cook

Trout and Salmon of North America by Robert Behnke 

Trout and Salmon of North America is a terrific book that covers all North American salmonids natural history and original geographic distribution. This book is the summation of Behnke's four decades of research. The book became available in October and is already an essential part of my library on angling. It should also be essential for conservation committee chairs in FFF and TU where preservation of native species may be important projects. Trout Unlimited has published their 'most significant book titles' over the years. Trout and Salmon of North America should be in their next ten year listing, it is that good for the natural history of trout and salmon. 

Dr. Behnke describes how our trout, char, and salmon evolved, how these types of fish are related, and what makes them so unique and beautiful. The book begins with the natural history of trout and salmon including anatomical terminology for the non-scientific reader, distribution, reproduction and the family tree of salmonids in North America. He introduces us first to the genus Oncoryhnchus that includes Pacific salmon, then the rainbow and redband trout of North America that include the Apache, Gila and Golden Trout, and Cutthroat subspecies. He moves onto the genus Salvelinus (chars) that include brook trout, lake trout, Dolly Varden, bull trout and Arctic Char. Next he talks about the genus Salmo which includes the native Atlantic salmon and the exotic brown trout. He finishes up with Prosopium and Thymallmus, the whitefish and Arctic grayling. 

Until I became familiar with an earlier work of Dr. Behnke's (Native Trout of Western North America, American Fisheries Society, 1994) I was unaware that trout were native to the coastal mountains of Northwest Mexico which are considered part of the rainbow/ redband family. Behnke again covers these trout in this work, which adds to the beautiful diversity of our native species and their evolution.

Joseph Tomelleri beautifully illustrates this volume with over 100 detailed full color illustrations along with 70 maps showing the distribution of these fish. Having caught several subspecies of cutthroat and rainbow/redband trout I find the illustrations faithful to those subspecies. This is an essential book and guide for those who love trout and salmon in North America. The book is available through the usual on-line and bookstore sources. It would be a terrific Christmas gift for that fly angler in your life or donation to your organization's annual fund raising project.

Membership by Chuck Dinkel

Twenty current members renewed their membership at the PVFF Banquet on 
October 26, 2002. Membership runs from January 1 to December 31. Dues for year 2003 can be paid using the form in Streamlines or by seeing Brad Homman or Chuck Dinkel at one of the monthly meetings. My thanks to Brad and his wife, Sandy, for their help with collecting membership fees at the banquet. 


Brad is one of the newer PVFF members who has gotten quite involved in the 
organization's activities and recently stepped up and offered to assist with 
membership responsibilities. Remember that individual member dues are still 
only $10.00 per year and family memberships are $15.00. A great bargain!


FLY FISHING QUIZ 


1. You are taking a novice caster stream fishing. What is one of the most important casts or techniques you would want to teach this new caster?
a. Oval cast
b. Palm retrieve
c. Horizontal cast
d. Mending

2. To recast a sinking line
a. Make roll casts to get line to the water surface
b. Exaggerate the loading move to break the water tension
c. Make an oval cast
d. Accelerate your backcast to get the line to the water surface

3. In which case(s) would you direct your forward cast higher than your
backcast?
a. Slack line cast
b. Long distance cast
c. In a backing wind
d. All of the above

4. If you hear a pop or snap when you begin your forward cast you should
a. Speed up your casting stroke
b. Wait longer for your line to unroll
c. Change you casting angle
d. Widen your loop

Answers: 1(d); 2(a); 3(d); 4(b)

(by FFF Certified Master Casting Instructor Liz Watson of the Northwest Women Fly Fishers, courtesy of the ClubWire)
Beginners Corner by Jon Thames

Boots, felts, cleats or tennis shoes? That topic will be discussed at the November Beginners Corner prior to the speaker. We will review how to protect your feet and remain upright while walking in the water. Stop at the Beginners table and look at some of the options. Next month – waders, hippers and the other half of keeping dry from the waist down.  
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Trout Raising by Randy Inmon

Thanks to all who helped catch the remaining 150 18-24" fish at the pen on Montevue lane. The 2-4 lb., fish will have a fun time in their new home at Catoctin Lake right next to Cunningham falls. The decision was made because of low water levels in Hunting and Owens creeks. Permits for next year include 500 ‘bows for Carroll creek and 500 for Hunting Creek. 1000 8" fish were delivered to the trout pen Monday, October 28. The county has removed the potential dangerous pesticide vault in an old root cellar to an improved metal sea container and demolished some old dangerous building near the trout pen where potential dangerous pesticides were mixed and stored. Numerous sampling and water qualities are on going by Hood College, DNR and state officials. If you'd like to help feed the fish or help around the pens call me at 301- 662- 4616. The rainbows in Carroll creek are trying to spawn and have turned a reddish color. 


FLY FOR THE MONTH


The Humpy or Goofus Bug

Comments by Jim Abbs (from FFF Web Page)

Quite a while back---about 60 years ago claimed the legendary Charlie Brooks---some California trout anglers ran out of their favorite clipped deer hair fly, the rat-faced McDougall while fishing California's Hat Creek-Rising River area. As many know, the Rat-faced McDougall has a body of clipped deer hair and it floats like a cork in big western water. These particular California anglers were described as having limited fly tying skill and were unable to duplicate the clipped deer hair body of the store-bought McDougalls. To get the desired floatability, they devised a way of folding the buoyant deer hair over the hook---fore to aft---creating what has now become called the Humpy. 

Actually at one time or another, this fly was called the Goofus Bug by Dan Bailey of Livingston Montana and the Horner Deer Hair Fly in California---after famous California tier Jack Horner. This fly apparently was first called a Humpy---or Wonder Fly--- in the waters around Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 

Speaking from experience, the Humpy is simply is deadly on big western waters, seemingly due to its high profile and because it is virtually unsinkable. Anyone visiting fly shops in Montana, Wyoming and Idaho will find the Humpy available in many colors and sizes, from #10 down to #18. Its effectiveness also is demonstrated by the fact that it is given high marks in many serious books on western trout fishing, by Brooks, by Dennis, by Matthews, by Fong and others, and because there are a number of variations on the basic humpy theme, including Royal Humpy, Yellow Humpy, a Black Humpy, Humpy Trude, Poly Humpy, etc.

In addition, this fly is not limited in its use for big western trout, but also works well on both bass and panfish. Dave Whitlock in his book on Fly Fishing for Bass specifically includes the Humpy in his fly box selection. 

A final reason for adding the Humpy to the FFF Fly of the Month patterns is that it is relatively easy to tie and does not require super expensive materials. 


MATERIALS
Hook: Standard dry fly hook-Mustad 94840 (some suggest a heavier hook for bigger flies like the Mustad 7957B.
Thread: Monocord, in red, yellow or green
Tail: Natural deer hair, although a western version of the fly by Dennis uses elk leg or moose body hair
Body: Deer hair or elk hair
Wing: The tips of the hair used for the body are tied forward and back for the wing
Hackle: Brown and grizzly mixed. 

TYING INSTRUCTIONS
1. Lay a base of thread on the hook shank. Tie in the deer hair or moose body fibers for the tail, with the butt of the fibers extending to the mid-point from the eye to the hook bend and a tail length the same as the hook shank. End with your thread at the middle of the hook shank.

2. Select a clump of deer hair with a cross-sectional thickness of a wooden matchstick (for a # 12 fly) and line up the tips with a hair stacker. The deer hair should be long enough to extend from the middle of the hook shank beyond the tail (remember that this clump of hair is both the body and the wings when folded back).

3. Trim the butts of the deer hair clump to make sure they are exactly at the center of the hook shank and tie them with increasing tension back and forth from the middle of the shank to the bend of the hook. Continue this back and forth wrapping until there is no remaining deer hair showing. End with your thread at the middle of the hook shank.

4. Grab the tips of the deer hair clump and bring it forward, yielding the hump of the humpy. Twist the clump of hair slightly to bring the fibers together and tie them down just beyond the point where the butts are secured. Take 2-3 turns to secure the hair well. 

5. Fold the tips of the deer hair backward to a vertical position and wrap thread in front to keep them upright. 

6. Using a figure eight criss-cross pattern with your tying thread, divide the hair tip wings. 

7. Tie in two hackles, a brown and a grizzly of appropriate size and wrap them both in back of and in front of the wing. Tie off, cement and head toward some big water in Montana or Wyoming. 


Future Programs by Ted Bruszewski

In December, we have our annual travelogue meeting. So begin putting together your photos, slides, or pictures albums that can be of any subject matter as long as they were loosely related to fishing or the outdoors. Plan slide presentations for 10 minutes or shorter if several people present their slides.

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing, and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.  Membership Dues: $10.00, Family Dues: $15.00

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ Date: _________



(Last)


(First)


(Middle Initial)

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________



(Street)



(City)

(State)

(ZIP)

Home phone: _____________________________________ Business phone: ____________________________    

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you now a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  Yes_____________ No______________

Send membership applications and renewals to: Potomac Valley Fly Fishers





              P. O. Box 3001





              Frederick, MD 21705

-TEAR OFF AND RETURN-

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.com
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PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2002


President	Ron Graunke


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Chuck Dinkel


Treasurer	Jon R. Thames


3yr Director	Karen Baker


2yr Director	Everett Francis


1yr Director 	Tommy Marks


Past President	Ted Bruszewski	





PVFF Committees & Chairs





Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Membership 		Chuck Dinkel


Fly Tying & Tackle	Ted Bruszewski


Outings			Jon Thames


Conservation		Ron Graunke


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Don Fine


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker
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