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JULY-AUGUST 2004 
UPCOMING EVENTS:

September 14
Small Trout Stream Fly Fishing – Terry Alexander and Randy Inmon, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD

7 p.m.

September 25
MAC Fly Fishing School, Devils Backbone State Park, MD
September 28
Board of Directors, Frederick Library, Frederick, MD 7 pm

October 12
Monthly Program, Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 p.m.

October 23
Annual Banquet, American Legion Hall, Thurmont, MD 5-9:30 pm

November 6
MAC Conclave, Hagerstown, MD

PVFF Annual Banquet by Chuck Dinkel
PVFF's annual banquet will be held on Saturday, October 23, 2004.  Please see the announcement in the newsletter.  Put this date on your calendar right now!  Our guest speaker is Dan McDermott whose program on the C&O Canal will be of interest to fly fisher and non-fly fisher alike.  Dan is an award winning photographer, author, lecturer and historian.  This is one banquet you and your significant other will not want to miss.
Dan McDermott is professor emeritus at Montgomery College, where he has taught since 1970. Currently, he is a consultant to the Lewis and Clark Rediscovery Project, University of Montana. Some of his material can be seen at this web site. Recently, he was used as a consultant in the creation of two postal service stamps-the Earth Day 1972 depiction and the new Louisiana Purchase stamp. Trailmapsetc recently published The C and O canal map, a series of four maps depicting the history and geography of this beloved canal. Copies of the map will be on sale on at the annual banquet. In addition to his interests in history and geography, Professor McDermott does fine art photography and has won a number of prizes. He is especially proud of winning first-prize in a National Park Service competition in the Washington DC region. 

When planning for the banquet please give some thought to where you can help or serve.  Also, as in the past, we need your donations of fly-fishing and non fly-fishing items for our raffle. Please be generous in your support of this event.  It is the only fund raiser that PVFF sponsors during the year and is the reason we are able to raise and stock fish in Hunting and Carroll Creeks and provided other community services.


September Program by Pete Cook

PVFF’s own Terry Alexander and Randy Inmon will present a program on Small Trout Stream Fly Fishing for our September meeting. Both Terry and Randy will be fresh off the streams from a summer of fishing and exploring. They will talk about the tackle needed for small streams, patterns and talk about some of the local streams such as Big and Little Hunting Creeks. In discussing tactics for small streams they will address fishing local eastern streams, western streams, and spring creeks.  So take off your waders for an evening and learn from our deans of the small streams about the joy of small stream fishing.
PVFF Fishing Trips by Bill Wilson

There is a salt-water trip on the Bay planned for October.  There is room for six people in two boats and the cost will be $330/boat.  You can either fly fish or use spinning tackle, both of which are furnished. You can bring your own if you wish.  So far there are 3 people interested in this trip.  

MAC-FFF News by Chuck Dinkel

On September 25, 2004, the Mid-Atlantic Council of FFF will hold a fly fishing school at Devil’s Backbone Park.  Previous schools have been well attended and this should be no exception.  A number of highly qualified MAC instructors will provide students with a basic foundation in the fundamentals of fly-fishing.  If you have a friend or neighbor interested in learning this sport from the experts get him/her signed up now.  Teens are also welcome at this school.

MAC’s annual banquet is scheduled to be held on November 6, 2004 in Hagerstown, MD.  This is a new venue for this event.  There will be great food and fellowship, many great auction and bucket items and other activities.  A number of featured fly tyers will be on hand to demonstrate their skills.  Additional information about this event will be provided in the October issue of Streamlines.

Year 2005 Membership Dues by Chuck Dinkel
This is a reminder to all members that dues will be handled differently starting in 2004-2005.  We are asking all current members to renew their membership at the annual banquet in October.  Those who don’t attend the banquet will be sent a dues reminder letter after October 23, 2004.  Payment must be received by December 31, 2004 or your name will be removed from the membership list.  Since PVFF’s assessment to FFF is based on active members, this will give us and the Federation a more accurate count of members. In the past the club paid FFF dues for persons who remained on our membership role during the three month grace period we extended to members after January 1 of the new year.  There will still be a grace period but it will be effective the date of the annual banquet.  This will save PVFF the cost of carrying persons who have no intention of renewing. Thanks for your cooperation.
FLY OF THE MONTH  
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Fly Tied by Umpqua Feather Merchants
Articulated Leech or Leach by Pete Cook
The Articulated Leech or Leach was chosen this month because of the articulation or vibrating feature built into the fly.  An articulated pattern is where a second fly or additional flies or hooks or linked to each other by monofilament, Dacron backing, wire, or other material. That is material tied on the base of a hook in front is passed through the hook eye of the trailing fly or hook which is then secured to the shank of the lead fly or hook. I first saw this technique when one of our former PVFF presidents’ used it on a wooly bugger variation. The purpose of this style of tying is to impart motion like a wiggle or vibration to the pattern. Some tyers’ like to weigh the first half of the front of the first fly and the trailing fly is weighed in the last half of the shank.

The Articulated Leech is a great pattern for migrating brown trout, salmon, and even for steelhead.  There is no reason that the articulated pattern could not be used for adapting flies for the Bay or bass fishing. So let’s use some imagination for warm water and saltwater patterns. It's a little different to tie than your average streamer or leech pattern because two hooks are used.  Many leaches use bunny or rabbit strips or marabou in varying colors such as black, olive, purple, and other colors. The picture above shows a marabou articulated leech, the instructions below are for a bunny leech.

Materials:

Hook: 2x-4x streamer hook, size 1-4
Thread: Black, 3/0 or 6/0
Head: Weighted 3/16” dia.  cone head or weighted bead head  
Underbody weight: 0.020 to 0.035 lead wire (optional)

Joint: 20 – 30# monofilament
Body: Rabbit strip dyed black, purple, orange, yellow, chartreuse, cerise or pink

Tying Instructions:
1. Tie the rear fly first. You may want it a size or two smaller and no longer than the front hook. Insert hook into vise and pinch down the barb. Wrap lead wire on rear half of the hook shank.
2. Insert hook into vise and pinch down the barb. Cover the shank with thread. Wrap lead on rear half of hook and secure it with thread.

3. Tie in a small amount of Flashabou so it will extend beyond a one inch tail of rabbit. 

4. Next tie in the rabbit strip securely leaving a one inch tail. Advance the thread to just behind the hook eye. Then wrap the rabbit strip so the fibers flow to the rear of the hook. Wrap off the strip, trim off the remaining strip, and build a small head of thread, whip finish, and cement. The rear portion is completed. Remove the rear fly.

5. Insert the head or front fly. Add a bead head, cone head or barbell eyes in the front position. If using a bead head or cone head wrap lead wire from the middle of the shank to just behind the bead head or conehead and secure with thread wrappings.

6. Next, lash a piece 2-3’’ long 20-lb. or 30-lb.monofilament on to the shank of the front hook from the eye to the bend. Thread the monofilament through the eye of the rear fly. Then bring the excess tag mono forward onto the shank forming a loop. Tie down with several wraps. Pull the tag mono end forward through the wraps to bring the rear fly near the tail of the head fly resulting in about a one-eight inch loop. Tie off near the eye, trim the mono off, and superglue or Zap-A-Gap these wraps and let dry.  
7. Repeat Step 3 for beginning the body of the fly.

8. Repeat Step 4 to finish the fly, whip finish, and cement.

9. Using wire cutters, clip off the hook of the head or front fly near the body. The rear hook is left for the hooking. I have also seen the rear hook cut off using the front fly for the hooking, especially in articulated wooly buggers. 

Use caution throughout the tying of the fly, we don’t want anyone hooked by their own fly.
Split Shots by Chuck Dinkel
When Pete called to remind me that he needed my input to the September issue of this newsletter it was a real wake-up call.  Where has the summer gone?  I have spent more time teaching grandkids the ins and outs of sailboat, canoes and rowboats than fly fishing.  The weather in NY where we vacation was unusually cool and rainy this year.  The fishing in the lake did not live up to its potential and some of the streams I might have fished were running high and cloudy.  I did get in some fly tying, but a lot of that also involved the grandkids. 
One interesting pattern I worked on was a Gary LaFontaine original called a Flex-Hopper.  The fly is tied in two parts using two separate hooks that link together.  When fished the fly imitates the motion of a real insect on the water and is supposed to be a great fish catcher.  I say supposed because I haven’t had a chance to give it a workout yet and I am afraid that hopper season may be fading. 
So I have something to try out next season.  That’s one reason fly fishing is like gardening – there’s always next season.  If the 'cukes don’t make a good crop this year, plant a different variety in a different place in the garden next year and see if nature can keep the bugs away and provide the rains needed to nurture the plants.  If streams in NY are not fishable there is always the home water of Maryland. The tied but untried flies of this year will get tested next.  Hope springs eternal. 

Now that you have read this newsletter you are aware that PVFF has a great lineup of programs and activities planned for the remainder of 2004. I hope to see all of you participating and getting more involved in PVFF the rest of this year.  There are many tasks that that must be completed for the banquet to be a success and your help would be greatly appreciated.  If you caught some bragging fish this past summer get your slides together for our annual “show and tell” program.  Want to lead an outing this fall, just let me know.  How about tying up some flies for the Jungle Cock or demonstrating one of your favorite patterns before one of our monthly programs.  There are lots of opportunities for you to serve. You will find, just like I have, that you get far more enjoyment out of the club if you make the commitment NOW to get involved and play a bigger role in your fly-fishing organization.


POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

Cordially Invite You to Their

Saturday, October 23, 2004

37th Annual Fall Banquet

Edwin C. Creeger American Legion Post 168

9 Park Lane 

Thurmont, Maryland

Featured Speaker: 
Dan McDermott

Social Hour & Wildlife Art Exhibit – 5:00 p.m.

Invocation & Family Style Dinner – 6:30 p.m.

Introductions, Awards & Elections of 2004 Officers – 7:30 p.m.

Featured Speaker – 8 p.m.

CASH BAR & DOOR PRIZES

BUCKET RAFFLE

Reservation Deadline – October 9, 2004

For More Information Call

Chuck Dinkel (301-831-3637)

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Membership 		vacant


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Outings	Bill Wilson


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Newsletter		Pete Cook


Web Page		John Brognard








PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2004





President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Ruby Fine 301-


3yr Director	Lou Stohlman  301-831-4675


2yr Director	vacant 


1yr Director 	Ted Bruszewski 301-829-1569


Past President	Ron Graunke 301-829-1183
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