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TUESDAY, September 12
Bret Billings on Entomology
This moth’s speaker is Bret Billings.  He will speak on Entomology.  Bret comes recommended from some of our club members.  This is certain to be an informative meeting with an enjoyable speaker. 
See you Tuesday.     


Streamlines Issues by Lou Stohlman

We are still in need of an editor for the monthly newsletter.  A large part of getting the newsletter out is printing hardcopies and placing mailing addresses and postage on the 30 newsletters we currently send out by US Mail.  The board has decided to stop sending hard copies and go to an electronic version only.  This will start in October of this year.  Hardcopies will still be available at the monthly membership meeting.  Most people have email now and the newsletter is available on our website.  If there are any concerns about this, please let me know.  We will contact everyone who currently receives hardcopies to make other arrangements.       
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

September 12 
Bret Billings, Entomology 
                        Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick, MD 7 PM
September 26
Board of Directors,   Frederick Library

                        Frederick, MD 7 PM

October 7 
Frank Smoot Memorial 



Camp Airy 



1:30 PM

October 15 
PVFF Banquet 


Beaver Creek Country Club


2:00 – 6:00 PM

October 28
Riverkeeper Training 

 
Bolivar Community Center Harpers Ferry, WV 

                        9:00 AM – Noon
“Loon on the Line” by Don Fine  

This summer Ruby and I spent three delightful days fishing on Lake Kennebago in Maine. The highlight of the last morning fishing was the presence of a large loon that decided to feed in the same area that we fished. The loon would dive and swim underwater literally within feet of our boat such that we could easily see the white spots on its back as it passed. At least eight times it would pass under to boat to the small bay where we were casting to rising brook trout, make a complete circle and rise again just to the deeper water beyond our boat. Finally, it pursued one of the brook trout that Ruby had hooked on her white Wulff pattern. The loon grabbed the trout and Ruby had her first “loon on the line”. Well the loon would let go of the fish when Ruby pulled back on her rod, but as Ruby continued to retrieve her fish, the loon would return to try to get take the fish away. It was a battle of fly fisher versus loon. The last loon attempt was within two feet of the boat side. (I captured several pictures of the scenario, because I thought no one would believe it). Finally, we released the now dead trout to the loon and it went on its way consuming its prey as it swam away. 

In the years of fishing in Canada, I have observed literally hundreds of loons in their natural surroundings, yet this was the first time one ever fed so close. Perhaps our experience that early morning in Maine was a “once in a lifetime”, but the loon seemed to be quite talented in its ability to both compete for a fish meal and easily recognizing that were there are fly fishers there are fish.    

Club Dues by Lou Stohlman  

As most of you know Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF).  Each year the club pays $2.00 in dues to FFF for each member of PVFF who is not a member of FFF.  

The board has decided to approach the membership on this issue.  At this month’s meeting, there will be a vote on raising the dues for all members of PVFF who are not members of FFF by $2.00.  Currently the members who are members of both clubs are paying for those who are not members of FFF.  The board of directors thinks that this minor change in club dues is most fair to al members.  This means that the cost of an individual membership will be $12.00 and for a family it will be $17.00.  These changes would take effect in January of 2007.  

Please be sure to show up at the meeting Tuesday so that you have a complete understanding of the issue.  If you have any questions please call me.    
At the June meeting by vote of the membership, a majority approved this raise in dues.  Therefore, the new membership form at the end of this newsletter reflects the new dues.    

Honoring Frank B. Smoot by Carl Miller

The Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock invites you to attend an informal gathering to honor

Frank B. Smoot on October 7, 2006.

Our instructor's and general meeting is held on this day from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM. It is not necessary to attend our general meeting but all are welcome. The gathering will begin after our meeting at approximately 1;30 or 2;00 PM.

This will be a good opportunity to see our new building and mingle with members from other states. If anyone has a few pictures of Frank they would like to share, please feel free to display them. If you have comments or a story about Frank that you wish to share at the gathering, please contact: Carl Miller at 410-795-3857 or Steve Weinstein at 410-531-2646
Tarrara Winery Trip by Lou Stohlman

The recent trip to Tarrara was a success.  Despite the hot weather, everyone had fun.  The fishing was good and the wine was fantastic.  This is a beautiful facility and the pond was loaded with fish.  Those in attendance stopped by the winery, bought some wine, and then enjoyed a cookout with fellow club members.

It is great to have this kind of meeting once a year so I hope we will do the same next year.  We should all thank Ron Graunke for organizing the event.  


Riverkeeper Training by John Brognard 

Potomac Riverkeeper will be hosting two training sessions for Riverwatchers this fall. The first session will be held October 28 at the Bolivar Community Center in Harpers Ferry from 9:30AM until Noon. Bring your love of our nation’s river and your enthusiasm to improve it, and we will provide the rest. Light refreshments will be served.
Our training session will teach volunteers how to effectively monitor the Potomac River, and will provide interesting facts about the river and its history. The most important thing you will learn, however, is that it does not take much to be a Riverwatcher—just a keen eye, a desire to improve the Potomac, and some contact information. At the training session, we will map out the areas where you hike, kayak, fish, or otherwise enjoy the Potomac, and then ask you to report to us on what you observe.    

In order to accommodate everyone (and ensure we have enough chairs and food to go around) please RSVP if you plan on coming by calling 202.222.0707 or emailing keeper@potomacriverkeeper.org. Feel free to tell your friends about us, too!

Last Cast by Lou Stohlman
I hope everyone enjoyed the summer.  I sure did.  My summer was full of adventure and time well spent with friends and family.  Did you remember to take pictures of your travels for the December travelogue?

Alas, the summer is over and now it is back to work. 
We have our banquet coming up next month.  If anyone has anything to contribute for the bucket raffles or silent auction please bring it to the next meeting or let me know that you have something to bring.  As usual, donations made at the door on the day of the banquet; collectables, gifts, books, pies, cakes, poppy seed bread, etc., are also great.  Remember that the banquet is on a Sunday this year and it starts earlier in the day.  

Please consider attending the Riverkeeper training coming up in October.  John Brognard has worked hard to put this together.  Potomac Riverkeeper can use all the help we can give.  There will information on this at the meeting next Tuesday.

Do you know in what year PVFF was founded?  The answer is 1967.  This means that an exciting 40-year milestone is approaching our club.  When you think about that how do you feel: proud, amazed, full of memories, old?  Most likely, you feel all of these things and more.  Part of what I feel when I think about this is wonder.  I wonder what PVFF will look like 10 years from now.  We all want to keep PVFF as good a club as it is today, or even make it better.  To do this we must look into the future.  

When looking into the future, we need to consider who will follow our long time member’s examples.  The current board, former board members, former presidents, and a long list of volunteers have contributed to the success of PVFF over the years.  I wonder who will be there to ensure our future success.
Perhaps you are a member who simply enjoys the monthly meetings or the banquet.  That is great!  Your attendance is a contribution in itself.  However, maybe one or two members may have a little spare time and a desire to be more involved.  If you are one of these people, please consider this as a perfect time to step up.  PVFF relies on members like this to remain successful.  There are openings coming up on the board of directors, we need an editor for the newsletter, articles for the newsletter are always welcome, various committees could use help with things like conservation and outings, there are plenty of ways to get involved.  
Any member is welcome to attend the board meetings.  So if you want to be more familiar with the board proceedings or simply want to bring some issues to our attention or want to get more involved please join us anytime.

Believe me when I say that getting more involved is rewarding.  I have formed wonderful friendships thanks to our club, friends with whom I share the beauty of nature and the joy of fishing.  After all, this is what PVFF is all about right?              
Good Fishing

POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION and RENEWAL
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and conservationists.

The undersigned being in agreement with the above purpose does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers.

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
 Date: ___________________



(Last)



(First)

 (Middle Initial)

If family membership, other names;___________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)



              (City)

(State)
             (ZIP)

Home phone: __________________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________________________

E-mail address (if you want newsletter emailed to you) ______________________________________________________________  








Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers?  ___ Yes ___ No   Membership Dues: ___ $12.00 single or ___ $17.00 family
Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to:

Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership 

Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31, 2007
8712 Baltimore National Pike

Check #_________ Dated ________________ Cash _______


Middletown, Maryland 21769

New ______ 
Renewal _____ 
      Life_____

POTOMAC VALLEY 

FLY FISHERS

P. O. BOX 3001

FREDERICK, MD 21705

www.pvflyfish.org
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PVFF Committees & Chairs





Clinics & Seminars	Tommy Marks


Conservation		Lou Stohlman


			Ron Graunke


Fly Tying & Tackle	Pete Cook & Terry Alexander


Membership 		Ruby Fine


Outings	Bill Wilson


Newsletter		 


Programs		Ted Bruszewski


			Chuck Dinkel


			Pete Cook


Publicity		Karen Baker


Trout Raising		Randy Inmon


Web Page		John Brognard





PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS for 2006





President	Lou Stohlman 240-215-4211


President-Elect	vacant


Secretary	Karen Baker 301-874-0176


Treasurer	Chad Baker 301-874-0176


3yr Director	 Jon Thames 


2yr Director	John Brognard 301-371-4205   


1yr Director 	 Don Fine        301-371-5617


Past President	Chuck Dinkel 301-831-3637





Meetings


Time and Day: 7 pm, Second Tuesday of Month except July and August


Place: Maryland School for the Deaf, Ely Building


Directions:  From I-70 head north into Downtown Frederick on Market St. (MD-355). First traffic light is Clarke Place, turn right at light and turn first left into Parking Lot.  Parking lot is on south side of Ely Bldg.





Membership


The Potomac Valley Fly Fishers of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has two membership categories: Regular is $12 or Family is $17 on an annual basis from January to December. Send correspondence, change of address, or dues payable to POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS, P.O. BOX 3001, FREDERICK, MD 21705.
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